
THE ELECTION CASES.

Continuinc Mr. Gibson said :
" Much lias been said about inaction of the

AttoSTv Srofd^departmont in connection with the West Elgm and Nor h

WaSuo cZl As was stated the other day, the report of the commissioners m
the former^ro and of the election trial Judges in the latter case. ha« been sub-

mitt^to thcHouse since the com.aencement of the present session and it was

Sukely that these matters would be taken up to be dealt with during the

session Bat fault is found because the Attorney.(5eneral did not initiate prose-

!n*?on; The answer is
• When does the Attorney-General initiate prosecutions ?

Theris Tiial mSinery ior the purpose of pi;osecuting-County Attorneys.

Police MaSates Magistrates, policemen and constables. Practical y all mfor-

SonfS comnlamte are initaW in the locality. That is the rule, and ^hat

rS the macknery is for. In cases of murder, felony, forgery, theft and

such like the^rson injured lays the information, or someone for Ibim. or pos-

s"blv the constable or County Attorney in the particular locality, but not the

At ornev-General and his Toronto departmental ofHcers. The whole scheme

Id intention of our system of administration of justice is that these things

Should be' worked out^on the spot and in the locality, and i Jhe A ^omey-

General or his deputy personally intervenes at all, it is at the request of the

Countv Attorney or fo? some other particular reaaon. And if this be so in

?he orWy Sinistration of justice, there is still greater reason why it

!hmiM be so in the case of political cfteuces or violations of the election

aws In these case; the usual procedure should be followed without refer-

ence to the political head of a department of the Government happening to

S in power and whose motives might and certainly would be misconstrued,

LwE're action would certainly be 'chamcterized b> one party or the other as

partizan or partial, and in the interest of his own political party.

WEST ELGIN.

" Was the course taken by the Government the reasonable and natural

course 7 The eSon in West ilgin, at which Jhe -regularities which are com^

Sained of took place, was held in the early part of the year 1899 An election

SSn was tiled and was pending, and it was reasonable, notwithstanding the

Cis oH™^^ having occurred, that the trial should be allowed to take

Xe before any other action was taken, so that it might be seen what disclosures

woSld con e to hit, and what light would be thrown on the charges. Besides

Tere had been p^^^^^^^ instituted against the only men who were or could

S SeSed anS the County Attorney had been instructed to assist m the pro-

secution of these men. „ , . „r
A PRIiNCIPLE OF LAW.

" It is a well-known principle of law that there should not b« two prosecu-

tions for the Tmeoffence^nd the objection to prosecutions from two different

sourees is even stronger. In the case of the prosecutions which had already been

S3if treTpartient had assumed to interfere to the extent of taking any of

Sse prosecutions out of the hands of tU private prosecutors there certainly

woSd h^rSrL o^^^^ raised that we were taking it out of their hands for

The purpose of shearing the offenders. The County Attorney was acting and

w^^i^Kict^d to do^so by the department. He was advised from tune to time,

by tKepttm*:nt and tl^^^ wa? nothing further for the department to do in


