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36 EPHrsiANS:

display the^'ra.-e of (lod that raised thorn. Il7n-n
n',„i',„b,,tfu,t,yi- hvh,_iri„ tiwe past Cn;,/,h-s tutheji
iv/,o „n- ralUui ,n,nrr„»,cis,\m hv thai jv/nc/, is ra/iva
rtrramcisio,, in the flesh, math- bv hamls. There is

doubt that in time past it meant verv much to be a
|The advantHK'e of the Jew was •' nmch everv way " "

alone of all people and races of the earth was in coven
relation with (iod. Hack oi the law was the coven
with Ai.raham and his seed, which was without conditi
and included all earthly blessinj^s ,0 them as a nati
and throuj^h Christ the spiritual Seed, all heavenlv bU
m^'s m Him. But the Gentiles were outside oi
They had no claim upon God. Thev could not refer t

sin-le promise, or any word oi hope that had ever h,
made to them. It was only in Israel that a Saviour v
promised. Salvation was of the Jews. They bore
seal ot circumcision which marked them as sharers in
cox.nant which God ma.^e with Abraham and his seed f
ever. To them alone th.. prophets had been sent • w
them alone God was i„ communication, to them 'ale
He K^•lve His law. and the ordinances of ^^race. and forms
worship

;
and of them Christ had come. AM was of Isn

and tor Israel.

The Gentiles are reminded that the^ were alien, fn
the eommomvealth of hnwl. ami st.au^rers fnm the cm
Hants of the promise, havin^^r no hope and without God in twoHd And what was true in Paul's time, is true to-da
The heathen world is here described. But this sad cone
t.on IS not confined to those we call heath.n. The san
IS true ot those in Christian lands, who thouj^h thev he
the Gospel and are familiar with its terms, are vet' wit


