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slowly the northern current began to make
itself felt, but during the whole of this first
winter the IFram only moved a few miles
onward towards her goal. All the next
summer the ship remained fast frozen and
drifted about two hundred miles. With her
rate of progress and direction, Nansen reckoned
that she would reach, not the Pole, but Spitz-
bergen, and would take four and a half years
more to do it. All through the next winter
the Fram moved slowly northwards and west-
wards. In the spring of 1895 she was still
about five hundred miles from the Pole, and
her present path would miss it by about three
hundred and fifty miles. Nansen resolved upon
an enterprise unparalleled in hardihood. He
resolved to take with him a single companion,
to leave the Fram and to walk over the ice to the
Pole, and thence as best he might to make his
way, not back to his ship again (for that was
impossible), but to the nearest known land.
The whole distance to be covered was almost
a thousand miles. Dr Nansen and Lieutenant
Johansen left the Fram on March 13, 1895, to
make this attempt. They failed in their enter-
prise. To struggle towards the Pole over the
pack-ice, at times reared in rough hillocks and
at times split with lanes of open water, proved




