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500,000, cannot possibly havo the same effect as

putting 1,000,000 face to face with the enemy in the

first place: and 1,000,000 cannot have a fouHh of

the striking-power 2,000,000 would have. There is

a progressive ratio in the numbers of a military force

:

a fact that is too often overlooked: and bringing

them up in driblets can only result in their being

beaten in detail. One strong blow has more real

efficacy than a dozen weak ones; and in military

affairs the full force should be used at the very

commencement of hostilities.

At the moment of writing Germany is gaining

ground, not losing it : and her own territory is abso-

lutely free of invaders. Wliile this state of things

exists, no man, expert or otherwise, can predict the

ultimate end of the war. A single accident might

have very wide-reaching and very terrible effects.

From Stockholm I went to Gothenburg; and there

decided that my best way of reaching England was

to take a passage on a Swedish ice-ship which I

found to be on the point of sailing for Gravesend.

However, when we got off the Dogger Bank we ran

amongst a fleet of Hull trawlers; and I forsook the

Swede for a British fishing-boat, which landed me

at Hull, " stone-broke," in more ways than one. I

was almost too ill to stand; and when I arrived

home I found my house empty. Not one letter of

the many I wrote while in Poland reached my

family; and one I posted in Sweden did not reach

England untU three days after my own arrival in

my native land. My wife supposed that I was a

prisoner in Germany, or dead; and few of my friends


