
Thi'Lo in anotliiT H»|HM-t iif the caae
thut appciilM to till- MtronKly, eapecla!ly
for th.' Inat li-ii nr twt-lvr yi-ara. iilnco

I lovi fri'iiii«>ntly vl«lt««(l Northern lirlt

li M I'liliimhla an<l Alnnka. and that la

the rttHHailllty iif vxti'iiinriR ihn racltlc
'Ireat Kamern ttinniKh tli« Poare KUor
rmiiitiy ihroiiKh the Yukon and thence
to Alaaka. If any peraon ten yeara ago
had BtTloiiMly ciiinmitti>d hlmai-lf to a
Mtati-ment that railroad conairuc'lon of
liny i-iiii-.|.lit,ii.|.. iiiMitniliiilf In Alu.ikii

.voulil In- fi ;iK|hIe or commercially poa-
alhle, he m.iat at once have been ."in-

ileinned as a mont Imsponalble peraon.
It waa the habit at that time to 'efo.
to the I'ar .\orth aa, perhaps, • aectinn
of iiiiKitrv ? (..-IP VI (I liy I'lun lil.iiif for
the hiK same hunter.

I believi that 'he time haa now come
fur the btillilinK t a railroad throush
Northern Brltlah Columbia to the Tuko i

and Alaaka, and I may aay that Ihi'

nithnrltlea a WanhlnKton and Ottawa
iii\|. Iioth Ki>n<' Mil tar u.m to heartily
. iidorHe aomc iiroject of co-operation In
the building of thla line. The extension
of the Pacific Great Elaatern Into the
I't'aoc ItlviT Coiiiitry u III niaki- a Kpleli-

dld Initial step towards the conatnic-
tiiiii of a .Viiilh anil .'^unth rallwiij.

From Fort George the line will go
diii'itly Ninth til thi. IMiwnlp Itivn-, and
this section of the line might ulti-

mately b<. lined aa the flrat step In the
proposed extension to Alaska.

The building of this railway would
effectually put Alaska on the man not
only 80 far aa the United States is con-
cerned, but also 80 far aa British Colum-
bia Is concerned, and at the aam* tj::ie

it would link up a vast Intervening
territory of tremendous productive
value. British Columbia occupies the
un'.'iue position of being located between
parts of the great Union of this con-
tinent, lioth to the N'oith iind theSoiith,
and. while the construction of this
arterial line opens up tremendous pos-
sibilities for our cousins beyond the
boundary line, yet rfe must not forget
that it would davelop country where
enormous potential wealth is In the
Northern area of this Province, aiul,

incidentally, do moro than anything else

to cement the friendship and amity of
the two great nations of this continent.

It aeems to me that the Hon. Frank-
lin K. Lane, Minister of the Interior
for the United .States, made an epoch
In national, and even international, his-

tory when he secured the passage of a

lilll ii|iprnprlii)lnK $36,000,000 for tlic

liivelnpiii.nt uf a national railway aya-
tem fur AInaka. I ha\e attempted to
-Milllvute intiT'St In the Uritlsh Culum-
lila-Viikon mad. and since thla I'rovlnca
U bound to protlt mat. rially by its con-
Mlrurtlun where should there Iw more
Intereat In the matter than here in
liilliMh Ciiliiiiiliia'

Of course I wish it to be undsrMtood
that the project for the Province to
take up In a alngle handed manner at
llie present time la too expenalve, but in
saying that 1 am admitting the only
pimBllile reitMiin for not preaaing the
project forward at once. Tho matter
at preaent lies In the hands of the Oov-
ernments at Washington and Ottawa,
and It la in their power to give life
to thl« Idea and secure Its splendid ful-
lUment within the next five years. I

do not wlah to be understood as pro-
mulgating a political platfor>" on thla
Hiibjcct. To my mind theie ... no rea-
son m the world why Liberals and Con-
aervatlves alike should not combine on
this great Issue and press forward the
undertaking to the utmost of their
power. It U a matter of record that
in connection with the Hudson Bay
Itallway. iiiemjer.s of Imth parties We'?
agreed as to the justification for the
line, and it was largely through their
united effort that the project became an
accomplished fact. 1 do not hesitate
to say, however, that the opening of
the British Columbia, Yukon and Alaska
Hallroad will be ten times more valu-
able than the comoletlon of the Hudson
Bay line. We pride ourselves on the
Northern area of our Province, but
what good Is it all to ua if it is left
undeveloped, and I claim that develop-
ment can only take place by the ex-
tension of our North and «outh lines.

In a very short time we shall be
celebrating the Centenary of Peace on
this continent. I regard that as a grsat
and inspiring epoch, .ind I would like to
say in connection with it that I can
imagine no more fitting way of cele-
brating this festival than by the con-
summation of the arrangements of
rights Involved In a project to under-
take tbs construction of a line under a
Joint nigh commission.

It is a good thing for us to hold
.sacred some shrine in old England, to
erect a tablet in the crypt of St. Paul's
or to make other proper monuments and
memorials, but to my mind nothing
could be more lasting or impressive as


