the 12 Controllers operating under tho Wartime Industricecs Control

Board), Tho dutios of tho Controllers and Administrators will
be inercascd considerably as a roesult of the price celling
policy, and thcey will require additional staff and other
assistance., It will dbe important for tho Prices Board and tho
jartimc Industrics Control Board to co-oporate closoly in all
quostions which involve rationalization of standards and stylos,
rationing of supplics, eubsidics or othur forms of bonuscs to
producers whosc costs havo incroenscd, and tho granting of prico
inercvascs to ossential industrice whon all othor means fail,

Curtailmont of Non-lssontial Production

Shortagoes of labour, matcrials, transportation, and
powor aroc now so gonoral that it ies difficult to onvisage any
curtailment of non-osscntial activity which would not to some
oxtont mitigate those shortugos for morc ossontial producers,
This would tond to eagso tho problom of costs and would thus
roliovoe somce of tho pressurc on thoe prico cciling,

This is « problum which will have to be tacklod on
govoeral fronts., Tho Price Board itsolf will cloarly play a
major role, both through its Administrators and porhaps more
importantly through tho conditions which 1t imposcs boforo
granting any pricc incrcascs,

Even in the case of ossential goods tho Price Boerd
will presumably insist on c¢limination of all but the most staplo
lincs or models, and the rcecducetion of packaging, distribution
and solling costs to an abgsoluto minimum, boeforc granting a
pricc inercase, In the cagc of non-ussontial goods it will bo
able to uffect actual curtailment of production as costs tond
to risc, by rofusing to grant pricc inercascs. This lattor
mothod would, however, be slow and uncortain, and probably an
unduly arbitrary and incfficicnt mothod of achioving tho c¢nd in
vicw, It would scom morc dcsirable to usc the mcthods of dircet
limitation of production, plus incrcasingly rigorous rostrictions

upon the distribution of industrial raw materials,




