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Prime Minister Asks For Libie_r:lw
Convention To Name His Successor

Suggests Need- For Re-Organization Of
Liberal Party, Nationally and Locally —

Convention Expected To Be Held In August

Prime Minister Willlam Lyon Mac-
kenzie King took the first officiul con-
crete step toward retirement Tuesday
n'ght when he asked the National Li-
beral Federation to summon and or-
ganize a national convention, next sum
mer, to select his successor as liberal
leader.

Mr, King did not mention a specific
date or locale for the convention, but
it is expected it will be held in Ottawa
or or about Aug. 7, which will be the
20th anniversary of his Liberal leader-
ship

“It has stemed to me that the se-
leetion of a new leader of our party
should not be further delayed (than
next summer),” Mr. King stated. “I
should like to see the new leadcr ot
wur party chosen, as I, myself was
«hesen at a national convention by rep
resentative members of the party
throughout the country, as well as by
its representatives in Parliament.”

Life of Parliament

While the lite of the current 20th
Parliament dots not expire until 1950,
Mr. King observed, as to the timing
of the convention next summer to
| choose a new leader: “It is, however,
by no means certain that the govern-
imen (under a new leader) would wish
to wait until the expiration of the lite
gx Parliament before se°king a renews-
«l expression of the people's confid-
ence " Pl

' *The gathering, numbcring over 500
Liberals, attending the big federatio.
dginner at the Chateau applauded
heartly when Mr. King declared he hal
never enjoved the confidence of his

party in fuller measure than he does

today . "

~with party

The audience applauded approvingly !
again when Mr. King said “he would |
rot like to be accused of never having !
meant what he said"” at the commen-|
cement of the 1945 general election
ampalgn, and repeated several times:
since that he would not again lead
the Liberal party in another general
election. He would have disliked, more
than anything else, he added, being
toecused of having held onto the posi-
tion of leadership to what might be
termed the last moment, and then,
whatever the circumstances night be
to have il said that he had let the
party down.” '

Frankly admitting that “the Libéral
perty at present does not possess an
eificient organization” ~ Mr. King
sounded a clarion call for prompt and
rinewed effort in that regard “to en-
sure the Liberal party's record and
tt« policies being brought before the
people as they should be.”

Mr. King stated that, had time per-
mitted the choice of a new leader for
the 1945 election campaign, he would
not have hesitated to have the party,
at that time, select a new leader.

The Prime Minister recalled that
the Liberal party, since Confederation
has held only two previous mnational
conventions, both in Ottawa, the first

“in June, 1893, and the second in Au-

gust, 1919 Following both such con-

wentions, he remarked, the Liberal par

{v swept into power insubsequent
general elections

In the light of changed and changing
conditions, Mr. King emphasized, the
time has now come for the third |

national Liberal convention to déal

orglanization to select ——




