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Means to be Employed to Increase the Flow of 

Infantry Reinforcements

To increase the flow of infantry reinforcements for the army 
we shall intensify our effort to encourage voluntary enlistment. The 
existing establishment of the army in Canada and in England will 
be reviewed with the object of freeing every volunteer who is fit for 
combat duty. We shall continue to draft men reaching military age 
for compulsory training and service.

We shall make every effort to have all draftees told individually 
of the need for their services. We shall also make every effort to 
have each draftee told individually of the practical benefits to his 
own future of becoming a volunteer and enjoying the full oppor
tunities for successful re-establishment in civil life. In this we shall 
follow the principle set forth by General McNaughton: “You cannot 
drive men of spirit but you can encourage and lead them.”

The glory of Canada’s fight for freedom is the imperishable fact 
that every Canadian in uniform at sea, in the air and on' every 
fighting front is there by his own choice. In this world conflict 
Canada has produced a race of noble warriors. The light in their 
eyes is the light of liberty, and the fire in their hearts is the fire 
of spirits dedicated to the service of their fellow-men.

This is not the hour to destroy that magnificent record. It is 
the hour to kindle the fire of free service in the hearts of all our 
young men, in the army and outside its ranks.

Appeal for Full Support to Canada’s Army Overseas

I would ask my fellow Canadians, without distinction of race 
or çreed or party to join with me in the appeal which I now make 
for full support to Canada’s army overseas. I ask all to join no less 
unitedly than we have joined in the appeal for the Victory Loan. 
This is a higher call, and it should bring forth an even greater 
response.

No pride could be greater than our pride in what our armed 
forces are doing to help win the war, and to give Canada a foremost 
place among the free nations of the world.

The future of our country will belong to the men who are 
fighting Canada’s battles today and to those men and women who 
are giving them full support. They will be the leaders of our country 
through years to come.

To you, young men, who are serving in Canada’s “home defence’* 
forces, I should like to make a special appeal. Because of the 
training you have already received, you are in an exceptional position
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to give service which is particularly needed at this time. I have told 

. you of the need. Let me emphasize the opportunity—the greatest 
you will ever have—to further serve your country and to bring honour 
to yourselves and your families. You will never regret the decision 
to do all you possibly can to support Canada’s fighting army. In 
doing that, you will be helping to destroy the enemy of mankind 
and to provide security and opportunity for yourselves, your children 
and your fellow-men. You will be doing more than that. You will 
be helping to remove a source of misunderstanding, bitterness and 
division in our own country and to preserve its strength through 
years to come. You will be helping to lay the foundations of a better 
world.

A Victorious Canada, Free, United and Strong

I appeal no less earnestly to the friends and families of our 
young men to help and encourage them in a decision which will mean 
everything to them through the rest of their lives.

It is the government’s responsibility to make the decision as to 
the best methods of supporting Canada’s army overseas. No decision 
could possibly please everyone. We have made the decision which 
we believe will best support the army and contribute most effectively 
to an utmost national effort in the winning of the war. But to 
achieve these ends, we shall need the help and co-operation of the 
people as a whole. Partisan controversy and division at this time 
will weaken, not strengthen Canada’s war effort. If we all do our 
part, Canada will emerge on the day of victory, free, united and 
strong. That is the Canada we want to welcome the return of our 
victorious fighting men.
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