
William Windom and Thurber: 
‘My world’ ten years later
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AS YOU LIKE IT Ian Bailey and Paul O’Donnell 
If William Windom had received 
the role of Captain James T. Kirk 
Instead of William Shatner he 
might well be the only actor in 
North America performing in a 
one-man show about the crafty 
Starfleet Captain.

As it was, Windom had to be 
content will a guest starring role 
in one of the T.V. series' most 
celebrated episodes as the 
crazed Commander Decker — a 
role he says gave him more 
mileage than three years on 
another vintage television series, 
“The Farmer's Daughter". He 
also had to be content with a 
1970 Emmy for the acclaimed 
tubular series “My World and 
Welcome to It". The same year, 
however, the show was cancelled, 
due to low Nellson ratings, and 
Windom followed up on a desire 
to do a one-man show on James 
Thurber, the American 
humorist.
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“I’d Just finished My World’, 
that’s why it made sense to do it 
about Thurber. If the show had 
been about Ghengls Khan that 
would be the one man show to 
do." Twelve years and countless 
performances later, William 
Windom finds himself at 
Toronto at the Leah Posluns 
Theatre acting in Thurber.

Windom, the very essence of a 
Hollywood star, puffing on a 
cigarette, spoke about the man e 
has personified on stage for over 
a decade.

"Thurber is good with words. 
He knows how to deal with the 
English language," says an 
emphatic Windom. He feels taht 
Thurber has may things in 
common with the youth of today. 
“He tilts at the same windmills 
that young people do. He exposes 
his own sense of humor to them 
which helps them to develop 
theirs." Windom with a smile on 
his face, points out that Thyrber, 
‘likes to puncture the balloon of 

• pomposity." He wryly admits, 
however, that it all sounds like 
hot air unless one sees the show.

Grab your running shoes and join us 
for an hour of fun and fitness!

• Cardiovascular fitness
program for everyone

• Program is structured
to provide anyone of any 
fitness level an excellent 
workout

• Our qualified instructors will lead you through a 
series of choreographed routines

• Ten week sessions of one hour classes held twice 
weekly

• Fee $45 per session.

Classes beginning soon at 
METROPOLITAN TORONTO 

TRACK AND FIELD 
CENTRE

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6-7 pm 
(and other locations across North York and 

Toronto also available)
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William Windom, the star of numerous television shows, is 
currently in Toronto starring in a theatrical tribute to Thurber.

more money in California than 
in New York, but you don’t make 
much in either place."

Windom, who performs 
Thurber 45 times a year, as well 
as performances as Ernie Pyle, 
assembled the show and did 
some cutting of material. He has 
always enjoyed Thurber but is 
willing to admit that it was the 
Emmy for his performance as 
the beleaguered cartoonist 
based on Thurber in "My World 
and Welcome to It" that "gunned 
him into doing the show". "I 
would not have done a one man 
show about Thurber if that show 
had been about anyone else. I 
would have picked the one that 
got the award."

Windom has performed 
Thurbe all over the world and

has a Jacket with the name of 
each city and campus he has 
performed the show at The 
impressive tally ranges from 
UCLA to Hong Kong.

The American character actor 
lists tenacity and a love for the 
material as being the two skills 
most important in performing in 
a one iri&n show. He sees his 
performances of Thurber as 
being more along the lines of a 
presentation than acting. The 
main point is to encourage 
people to read more Thurber 
material. He figures that will four 
children, ages 3 — 17, to feed, he 
will be doing the show for 
another 20 years.

Thurber runs to Feb. 14.

For more information or registration, 
please call

284-7272 or 267-1691
More popular by face than 

name, Windom began his acting 
career playing Richard III to the 

oversees during World 
War n. Immediately after the War 
he did six Broadway shows. "I 
stayed in New York stumbling 
around at a little higher lever of 
Economic benefit. You make
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FEATURING WORKSHOPS ON

YUKON JACK ATTACK *JEWISH ARTS
MUSIC 
DANCE 
VISUAL ARTS 
DRAMA
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The Frost Bile.
IJUarm several small cubes 
■■of frozen water with
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V 1V; ounces of Yukon Jack 
Toss in a splash of sparkling 
soda and you'll have thawed j >Jgf 
the Frost Bite. Inspired in the I 
wild, midst the damnably / 
cold, this, the black sheep A 
of Canadian liquors, is 
Yukon Jack

i 1juISTUDENTS $50 NONSTUDENTS $70
INCLUDES:
FOOD
TRANSPORTATION
POOL
SAUNA
ICE—FISHING
DOWNHILL & X-COUNTRY SKIING (RENTALS 
AVAILABLE)
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The Black Sheep of Canadian Liquors. 
Concocted with fine Canadian Whisky.FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 

667-3647
/

For more Yukon Jack recipes write: MORE YUKON JACK RECIPES, Box 2710, Postal Station “U," Toronto. Ontario M8Z 5P1
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