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“Yuk Yuk’s is not an obscure love position™

By WARREN CLEMENTS

“Yuk Yuk’s is not a Chinese food
place. It’s a place for Canadian
comics. It’s not an obscure Oriental
love position. It’s a place for young
comics to go, grow, and become one
withthe universe.”

So much for the introduction.
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Mark Breslin, founding father of
Yuk Yuk’s, turned the microphone
over to the first of five struggling
stand-up comics playing at his
establishment. (The line-up varies
from Wednesday night to Wed-
nesday night, but they all stand up,
and most of them are struggling.)

The youthful patrons sitting in the
basement of the community hall at
519 Church sit expectantly,
awaiting the new routines.

“Cockroaches are really clean
creatures. I mean, you always find
them in sinks and bathtubs.”’

Well, maybe it’s not terrific, but
nobody’s expecting the earth. Yuk
Yuk’s has been open since June,
and the comics who grace the stage
have been gradually improving.
People don’t groan out loud
anymore.

“When Ted Woloshyn did his first
act,” recalls Breslin, ‘I sat in the
back with my knuckles turning
white, wrinding my teeth to powder
and saying to myself, get this jerk
out of here. But he’s improved
tremendously.”

Tothe point, infact, where a week
ago yesterday he was given a
chance to headline the act. After a
few of his colleagues did their five
to ten-minute bits, Woloshyn had
the chance to carry on a twenty or

thirty-minute routine. He won’t
give George Carlin any sleepless
nights, but then he’s just starting
out, and who cares about Carlin
anyway?

“Cockroaches are really
sociable, too. When you step on one
cockroach, ten other ones come to
itsfuneral.”

That wasn’t Woloshyn. That was
Tony Molesworth, who gets a
chance to headline on December 15.
That’s theway Breslin operates
things; if you prove you can handle
the short bits, you get a chance to
try a long routine. If you fall flat on
your face, you creep back to the
land of short bits until you get your
acttogether.

Yuk Yuk’s charges two dollars,
which patrons pay, some
unhesitatingly and some reluc-
tantly.

“You're sort of torn,” confided one
regular over a cup of coffee. “‘On
the one hand, you can’t expect too
much from the acts. On the other
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hand, they’re not getting paid (only
the headliner gets a cut - a per-
centage of the evening’s gate
receipts), and so two dollars seems
abithigh.”

Most of the audience consists of
friends of the performers, would-be
performers, and people on the
fringes of the entertainment world.
They’re all sympathetic, and the
atmosphere is warm.

“Did you get your two dollars
worth?”’ Breslin asks at one point
near the end of the evening, playing
the role of MC in an oversized suit
that looks as though it’s about to eat
him.

‘“Every week,” shouts back a
lone voice. Breslin looks for ad-
ditional support.

“No, really, did you get your two
dollars’ worth?”’

Somebody claps. ‘“That’s good,”
Breslinsmiles.

Some brief history. Breslin
worked as a balloon-blower at the
Bohemian Embassy at Har-
bourfront, graduated to running
variety revues with Don Cullen in
the Harbourfront Theatre, and left
the job (along with Cullen et al) in
April of this year.

“It was a philosophical dispute,”
recalls Breslin. He pauses. ‘‘Better
you should write that Harbourfront
couldn’t programme its way out of
apaper bag.”

Leaving behind a tree-ring circus
of “Peruvian bug-squashers and a
festival of medieval Valium ad-
dicts” - Harbourfront’s attempt to
popularize its cultural activities -
he ran concerts at Glendon and
other places, including a Henry
Morgentaler benefit. (Brief plug:
Breslin graduated from York with
an honours BA.) In June, he
stumbled onto the Church St. hall,
and Yuk Yuk’s was born.

It’s a long, narrow room, with
flowered tablecloths and blue
candles adorning tables which have
been arranged along two of the
walls. At the far end stands the
stage, with a backdrop resembling
the obscene pair of lips (minus the
tongue) familiar to fans of the
Rolling Stones’ corporate logo.
Pepsis and doughnuts are sold at
the other end of the hall, and there’s
an elaborate loudspeaker system
which Breslin occasionally uses to
devious effect.

“You didn’t see it tonight,” says
Breslin, ‘‘because nobody was
really bad tonight, but most weeks
we use the hook, a gaily-striped
hook which pulls an act off the stage
if he’s really bombing.

If you have a free Wednesday
evening, and $2 to spend on comics
who are bound to drop a few good
one-liners into your lap, show up at
519 Church at 8:30 p.m. and enjoy
the spirit of Yuk Yuk’s. Then, years
from now, when some new Woody
Allen or George Burns breaks onto
the scene in a Canadian club, you’ll
be able to smile at your friends and
say, “I was there when he started
out.

““And he’s still using the same
jokes.”
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