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vell-placed kick and su settle tbe battle. They swayed
and that, knocked over stools and began to interest

,kers, when jules in making an extra effort stepped
the hand of Petensen. That wortby imnediately
circled both of thenm witli bis huge armis and with a

ifont threw tliem both down and witb bis armns stili
'lem dropped off to sieep.
came, and in a short time ahl was still in the camp and

Y was 'wrapped in sleep, except une figure whici
llly rose np f rom a bunk in the corner and looked
y around. The stnaigbt black hair and the dark
un denoted the Inidian. This was Pete Jackson, the

"bnhlcock"' of tbjeestablisbment. Aften the third
look arotund the Indian arose and with slow and

's, cronciing almost double, started to where the
1fallen. A log cracked loudly wîti the fnost and the

une paused witli one foot raised. Nobody stirred aud

lned and after a short time came to where the gunny-
Ire piled and where Petersen, Jules and Jerry were

Now he stuops down and is hidden by the shadow.
arises, clutciing in bis baud the greatest boomnerang-

Indian bas ever handled, a bottle of whiskey. Witb
lie slinks back to bis bunk and after takiug a lonig

hie bottie bides it under the blaukets and settles dowui
less niglit.
cornes ail too soon and the cook wakeus the sîcepens

b'out. Breakfast is partaken of aud the men set ont
th Bay. Tiey arrive there at about fonr o'clock in
rnoont and some of tliem already feel the effects of

'P. Sore muscles are rubbed and that evening the
is noticeable ciiefly by its absence.
ext morning, accompanied stili by the team and sleigh,

thein faces to the north-west on the long tramp of

ty miles across Lake Nepigon. The air was frosty

s'in was brîglit, and as they emenged f romt Soutli Bay,
rthe large lake stretching ahead of themn far to 'the

ith here and tiere islands both large and smnall appean-

ts surface, tieyail experienced a feeling of exhilana-

I tionglit that. it was good to be away fromt the

i quarters of the town, f romt the noisome bar and
ring bowl.
uily 'Arry said, "Look at the bloomin' îsland aiead.

u'i. I've been watciin' it for'some time and I sees

flat cap on like you sees on the 'eds of the college
Ls at 'orne."
and ail iooked and there sure enouËgl the island in~

1 scemed to be moving. Slowly it seemed to get taller

n after reaching a certain height it secmed to spread

il it neached three or four times its original size.
approached it, until the wholc northern horizon, in-

f being made np of ice and islands, semred a con-

Plateau wiîth clifi s-descending straiglit to the water's

I'uis did not last long. A break occurred in the range

and tlirough the gap was sceen a changiflg landscape.
time it wonld bt aIl snow, at aniotier timne a wel

wooded plain, and yet again a broken barren country with
the rocks showing their rough black faces from the snowy
inantie. The talk now centcred chiefly on this strange occur-
rence of nature and when a hiait was made for dinner at a
bold cape- projecting into the lake, it was continued. At this
junicture the taîl North American, wbo so far had beld him-
self aloof frorn the others, had a share in the conversation.

" Boys,'" sad hie, "wbat we have seen is not a rare occur-
rence. It is knowu as a mirage, and scientists tell us that it
îs cansed by refraction. 1 haÏve seen it often and what we
have seen this niorniug is insignificant when compared to sorte
1 have witnessed. On an African veldt while hunting I
watcbed a figbt betweeu a lion and a rhinoceros and saw tbem
(hs.-appear iu thin air. Tbey were miles away, but were made
plain by the samne phenomenon which we have now seen."

"Gee whiz l" said jerry, aside. "His Nibs bas woke Up."
A general laugli eusued. and for the remainder of the tnîp

the narrator of the foregoing story was known as "His Nibs."
Sitting on a log facing the fine, with bis hands extended to

the geulal warmith, the man seemed to thaw out and to the
willing listenens he told talcs of peril and adventure by ]and
and sea. .He neyer figured as tbe hero, neyer claimed to have
been a participant, but the clearness of tbc recital and the
îintimacy of the knowledge appeaied to these nougli men who
appneciated a man, and jerry Haines, if he bad been alble to
anialyze his feelings, wonld have been surprised at the admira-

tion for "lis Nibs" which bad grown np within hlim. It was
car "lis Nibs" had been a seeker of adventure. The gold-

fields of the west, tbe battle-fields of Cuba and South Africa,
anid the'building of "the big ditch" had ail received attention.
But tbe dinner hour camne to an end and the party agaîn
trailed after the sleigb. Before uigbtf ail tbey reached Gros
Cap, wbere they camped that niglit. This was twenty-two
miles from South Bay.

The next morning saw them again on the mardi and in no
gcod humour either. The steady walk over a poor noad had

seeo e re musce and as the set oto the i mlt inm to B la ksi t l and m any of the uen w ere li p npecpil Thi wor of afe aeim and they set oto the mirlaces esouey towards the island which appae as a ow.dan bltbov - e _ n Î or te hoizo.e wter, ah

bad been very fine, sbowed signs of cbanging. A dulI, leaden
grayness was over tbe face of the sk and the ind blew
fr*»n tbe northeast in fitful and fretful blasts. It was une'of
tbose days wbich bave sncb an ýunaccountably depressing
cffect on one's feelings. After a time large snow-flakes began
to f ail: in small numbers at first, but gradually încreasing
mntil at last the air seemed f ull of them. The wind increased
in velocity and seemned to bning a chilly, icy and penetratiug
quality which made the horses and men wîsh to turn away
f rom it.

Sncb wvas the beginning of a terrible storm, and the end
of it was not corne for three days.

jerry Haines liked it. Hie took off bis bait and tnrning down
(Continued on page 24.)

Eirst Election in Yale-Cariboo
An Incident Truly Western in Ils Informality.

By R. B. BENNETT.

RI-, are tiose in British Colmb)ia who re- ceived its due share of discussion. The arrivai of

iember the incident in conneuction witi the a miner bound ont withl a comipetence of gold was

rst election in Yalc-Caniboo constituency, a subject to p ut il in tic background. So wbent tie

eprcsented in the liew federai parlia-fent official Proclamation of the first election arrived,

Martin Burrill, Miitro Arclue Bnsbby passed it over to attend tu mure pressing

.ent was truly western in its informality. ma1 radisedo i ouetbi~dl

:he Pacific province entered confederation, posted whcre ail and snndry miglit view, it was

100 covercd a territory rmuch more extenl- slioved into a pigeon-hale unnoticed.

than now. At present it is one of the Bye-and-bYe along came R. B. McMidlien, from

[dings in the Domini6ln, but iii the early victoria. McMichien was inspector of tic goveril-

tnetchcd froin the Fraser River to the nient telcgraph uine into the Cariboo, purchased by-.~- onvernment f rom tlie company that began con-

with tic fact thiat the day for the prelimiuary ex-
ercise of their new franchise was at band. lic re-
appeared with tic blacksmith and an around-the-
towner, the other electors being too bnsy watciing
the semi-weekly steamer arrive tu bother about re-
presentation in a parliament rcached only via San
Francisco. It was too far away for second coft-
sideration. With tic officiais it was different. They
had a duty to perfornti Mounting on a chair,
Bnlslby read the proclamation, and, »as retuirning
officer, dcclared himself rcady to receive nomiina-
tions.

Tl'ic two clectors discussed the probables, but
could niot agrcec uipon a suitable candidate.

"Whiat about Col. Hlongiton ?" the around-tlie-
towner suggested.

Col. Hougliton iooked iikely. lie passed through
Yale frequently, and was of the kiud to do the pro-
vince credît at the seat of govcrnment. Col. Hough-
ton was nomînnated. At the end of the pre scribed
timec no othie, name liad been reccived and he *as
declared cected by acclamation. An onerous duty
hiad been flulfihled.

Tl'ie nomlinee's consent was not considered. It
-,as a mnitli or two before lie learmeci of the honour
thiat had beeni literally thirust uipon him, but lie ac-
ccpted. It was chronicled in a newspaper paragrapli
at the time that as Col. Hlonglitun hadl not neceived
notice in timec, Yale-Cariboo would niot be repre-
sented at that session of parliamlenit.

Like ail guod stonies thiis bias a sequel. Breathes
there a inan who lias not dune sorte thing and later
thouglit of how lie conld bave done it better. It
was even su with the around-the-towner. Whule
escorting the biacsmithi to the scene of lis labour,
after the important nomination had been officialiy
deait with, hie was jarred into a siatue-like attitude


