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AnaY»e, oven hurriedly, the ability that these me:
4Is!q'd.They evolved au instrument of govem,

""ethan bas gwn us plain sailing to date. The;
oarved out spheres of Dominion ana Provineia
a4êtivitY thAt have sitood the test of such time as hai
.*!-t been vouchufedi to uns. They prvided a mode]
that has reeommended the 'Federal systemn to th(
W.orable attention of the 'whole world. They pulled
out a new stop in the organ of politieal development,
They proved that at last there was aometbing new
ünader the sun. They blazed the path whieh an large
essentials Australia and South Africa. have followed.
If- ther, in a«Y vitality whatever in the concept of
Imperial Frederation, it in due literally to the success
of the Canaàkln experiment.

1 0% dubty we should exaît our
put. We*mb".d n=tpermit thie mile--
"en , be paosed with a Te Deum for

What w«a doue ini 1867.
In *any respecte the Canadian people

-ave reason to be proud of whatth
have aecomplished. They bave f«o,
nid, in avery large senne, mastered great
diffiulties. There fie no manner of use
denying it, we have a. hareh climate.
Think, juat by way of, one particular,
whst a tax thet climat. hais represented
during the last three years in t he train-

lu gof our soldiers. The United Statescmtanfte arniies contlnuouuly in its p
southern portions. Our counitry is only orj

à ibndofterior-apret rbnwh4but stili, relatively only a riband. Gireat to1
.nutural barriers divide our constituent alsections. Maine and the Gaspe stretcb
between the Atlantic and the Central of
Provinces. The North Shore of Lake iste
Superlor between thbe Central and thse mai
Prairie Provinces. The glant bulk cf the ati<mountains between the Prairies and
British Columbia. Àgaln, from the out- faci
st a sharp lin. wsm @et between the two to1
dominant races. This lin. was accentu- Al
ated by the fact the Conquest. One of durithese races had been beiten, and yet the
ipfrit of thse Constitutio n l that neither sc
in te b.e treated as a helot. ndi

In parentheses àt snay be esid the.t
Western Canada bas had littie occasioni aticto remember or be conscious of this greait
initial faut of our history. But one cipig
realizes it un its florce when one stand» on stoc
the Plains of Abraham, where Wolfe feli; thec
-and wben one stands in Quebe tefore Pro,the house where Montcalm died. One
realizes when one find s onesîf in the frati
Chateau de Ramezay at Montreal., There our
je a bouse buil'ti 1704 by the father, 1 say
think, of the -man wbo signed the capitu- olation of Quebec. Froni 1704 te 1760 it
fis the residence of the French Governors. Eng
In 1760 into it steps an English Gover- Broi
nor, representative of the triusnphant part
race. It bears mutely in its freine the Ememory of racial humiliation and cf a
racial victory. In other words we starut- ther,
ed with a swoy,d in four vitale. Western ever
Canadiens have oomparatively little to that
remind them over ivhat w. have se far part
ao well triumphed.d

Further, we do net Tealize eufficiently
the chaiacter of our national beginnings the
in other prticulars beside those conoern- Fiftiing the reltions of the Britishs and the adFrenchs., It is a osrpmonplace for Cana-Bu
dians tofapprove of the AmericajiBu
Revolution. Vve conceive ourselves as with
exalti'ng the British race wbhen we coin- half
plement the founders of th American clair
Republic; because they achieved their Dtpurpose in the spirit of Britons. England
was off its own track when' it tr.ied te granf
looerce America. We adhere te that view. Julie
At the same. time there is another aidie
thsai we. babitually overlook. Go toe___
Fredericton, the. capital of New Bruns-
wick. On the wallis of the Legislature
bang the portraits cf George Iii. and hie Queen.
W. do not propose ever to say much that is coin-
xncndatory about George III. H. broke the back
cf the *Anglo-Saxon :race. -He tried to rule Anglo-
Saxons on principles incompatible witiî freedom. H1e
was bound te fail. Thse stars in tlîeir courses 'were
fighting against him. But the United Empire Loyal-
iste who founded New Brunswick put bis picture on
tiîeir -wall. They arrive on the banke of the. St.
John in 1793. Tb.y get legilative puwers in 1788.
How littie we talk cf the nobility of these mnen.
They applied for an academy, ultimately to ripen
into a university, in 1785. On thse walls of thse
Library of thse University cf New Brunswick the
original memorandum liangs to-dàay. In simple, but
moving terins thse iutuorialists, addressing the
Governor, refer to thse suddenly interrupted
educatioun of their sons. Tihis lifts thse veil and
shows the nature and thse extent of the saciëifice they
had made for thse sake of loyalty to thse Britisis
Çrown. For thse sake of this tisey sauw tlisir property
confiscated. For tlie sake of this tlîey made a
hiatus in their wisoiv life. HQw littie attonft ion we
pay, tise most of tus, te thse nienîory of tisesý Loyal-
iets. Mlany of t1ien lie i naueless graves. They

U bequeathed their fibre te us, but their rintmes are
i- wrapped in an unstirred oblivion. The Canadian

y founders cf my own fasnily, te wbom -l'bave te date
d given scarcely a thought, reet in totally unmarked

la graves at Green IPint, on tbe shores cf the Bay cf
ù Quinte., They hewed down the forests. They were

ýe cnt off ýfromî supplies, Tbey aIl but starved. Tbey
d lived their lives, and paesed eut.
b. To resume wbat 1 bave tried to eay. The begin-

S nings cf our Colonial bistory are noble. Confedera-
e tien !was a great task wortluily fulfilled. Since 1867

1.until now our systei bas worked erncotbly. Tise
f succeas tbat we have se far achieved bas been

8wor-ked eut initise face cf the. difficultiy preeented
by the presence along our border cf-tise enormouely

From Premier Sif ton
EDMONTON, ALBERTA

ýFTER fifty years of Confederation we are
position to estimate the success of the g
experiment. The last of the fathers has pa
away and in this, the jubilee year of union,ple of Canada without division of race, creed, inte

political faith unite to revere the memory of thei
o0 founded the Canadian nation and pay a just tril
those who were called upon to guide its course thrc
the multifarious problenis that followed in the ti
the British North Amnerica Âct. Real problems
rd and still face us-amnity between the races, dij

tic and trade relations with the United States; delir
on of federal and provincial rights, cheap and adeqt

ilities of transportation, the tariff, and our relati
the Motherland and the other overseas Domini(
centre round the paramnount idea of building u]

rable and virile nationalism within the Empire that
ure the efficiency of the state without destroying
ividuality of the citizen.

In the solution of these problems the present ger
)n will do well to guide thernselves in the broad p
les that actuated the Fathers of Confederat ion. TI
d for a workable system of government, not fc
oretical constitution; they desired the union of
vinces on the only basis possible-compromise<
,ernity. Above ahl, their hearts were set to maint
British connection. In this it is hardiy too muci
that they converted British statesmen to a new v
emfpire. When the delegates from Canada visit

7land in 1865 on behaîf of confederation, Gec
iwn wrote back that there was a manifest desire on
tof British statesmen that ere long the British Nc
erica Colonies would shift for themselves. To-<
e are gathered again in London other delegates fr,
y Dominion deliberating on ternis of a grander un
twill include them ail with the Motherland as eq
ners in a galaxy of nations around the British Cro'
Time and the irrefutable logic of events has justil
constructive work of the Fathers, of Confederatfi
,y years ago some of their actions were misconstrt
much petty criticism was directed against th<

they worked faithfully with the materials at handa
sincere purpose. -They mnay sometimes have tai

a loaf where others would have gone hungry by p
ning their right to the whole, but they weldedi
ninion and kept it part of the Empire for which th
idsons were willing to die at Neuve Chapelle,
cn-Courcellette and Vimy Ridge.

prosperous Areic» Republ.ic. At almost every
stage cf cm- bistorylpeople bave f elt the pull, frein
tise material Point cf view, of that great succese. it
lias been very liard. for Canada te keep frein being c
drained cf lier best blood by thiat strong attraction.r

Wliat 1 have eaid, so far', I have said. by way of v
enîphiasizing our success. Tlîat being esaid, and said
witls conviction, I should be free nowv te go on and
speak a little critically cf our present condition.-
WVitIi a view toecontirmuing cur prospects let ust
analyze, liiwever roig(Ilk-, sorne of eur limitationîs.t
Xliat ve ihave tisat is strong i4 ours. Let us driveE
frein otir systeni ouir weakne-sses. Taking tliis atti- 1
tude rauklyý and eoîîse-iosîsly, we stand te gain. (

Wbat is to bie saidj in a critical way at tlîis finie,t
wlîich sisould ini ail eonseienve he a tinie cf stock-
taking?

Firet, let us admit tiîat 01W dlevelepuient lias not
been rapîd. Weli ave few-(r itof1 tisan 'we ouglît to f
bave. Ult makes nie sqniiii to tlink cf oui' S,t»nl0. eAnd it may even ise isat we have quite a few lese
than, tisat.0

Nor is cur generai deveiopn'ult wisat it should e
lie. 1 was depressed a ftu' ueeks ago as I crossed

into Canada at Niagara Falls and travelled te Wind-
tsor. II was cbsgrined with the character cf thse

country in that old section of Ontario. There ran,
or Wnher lay, tbe wretced1 old log fences. Even In~
'what 1 b.d supposed evas onec of the gardens cf
Ontario th'le cultivation, looked te me sloppy and
down at heel. How sl4arp was ilts oontrast 'with
even Western States iâke Michigan, Wieeonsin and
Minnesota. Think of tise bopeless undevelopinent
cf a great etretch Iike that, say, from Kenora te
Pembroke. Coming out cf Mo-4tral, tlW commercial
metropolis cf tise Dominion, on the way to St. John,
how soon one finds onesoîf runninug through territory
that àe neither noe nor less than primitive. Theis
after the jungle of Maine, how primitive in the ex-

treme le New Brunswick rigst up te thse
- very edge cf Fredericton.

I amrnot adducing these pointe in any
particular order. I say now tiet ur lack
of national education is regrettable.
Franvce, by centraliaation, places a stamp
upon ber people, Tbe attitude cf lherpeoll1e &t large tewiWd, Flnd-an

in a attidude wbicb iaoppily now is cbangingwith great rapidity-is iitself proof cfgreat this. Her scbool histories did the trick.
assedi We regret tis instance, but it illuetrates
ithe the point under censideration. We have
ýrest suffered f rom týe fact that education le

îiot under cen-tal -or federal control.men Talke tise matter cf technical education.
bute Large arnounts are expended iii the leiiors
ough of a commission. 0f thse labors notbing
train listm togdte.I presune that et

ex- euthorities dre-ad te embark even in the
lPIO- techn'ical domain. on the adveniture cf
imit- nationially 'oontrolled education. We
late. must, of course, acquiesce in the assign-
ions ment cf education to the provinces. Thatis a fact which cannot be disturbed. Butions. w. muRt labor at any rate to reform. ur
.p a education with a national afBatus witis a
will national spirit, and with a conscicneness
the cf a national objective.

We have faiied bitherto un large
national organization. We might as wellrier- admit that we are not organized on a

:)rn- national scale for thi. efl'eeting cf
rhey national objecte. It lie only within thelest three years th-at the Universities cfor a Canada have se much as -thougbt cf gett-
the ing their beads together in order te aiA
and culate educational tendencies, methods
iain and. purposes. Tise Union cf Oanadian

h to Universities, se, far as I havé heen able to
i tQ uatiser, held -its first suecessful meeting

View thîis year. They wilýl, I think, niake
ited, rapid progress in this direction f roui
orge this turne forward. 0f course, better lite
the thian neyer, -but it is fairly late. I con-tend tisat thse twenty-three universitiesorth cf Canada have done littie collectively
-day witb regard te tise war . We have raised
'om mon among our students and our facul-
nion ties, but we have played ernali part as anul organlized national auxilis.ry in aqual supreme crisis. Leaving thse universitiels,
)wn. it may be said that as a nation we have
ified se fer exhibited little capaeity for enier-

gized collective action. Our chance isJon. net lost. We shaîl s-ight thse condition.
.ied W. shaîl get under way, but the firet

lem. essential is tisat we recognize our limita-
and tien, hither-to. Thse United States baslong since ilequired tise mental habit cfken organization. Suie ibounde 'in nation-
Pro- wide organizations that cati achieve great
the resuits with amazing rapidity. 0f course
heir ber -ability in tsis regard has lits puota cf
st. wea'knese. Many Canadiens t1hink tise

Amerioans shout toc, mucis, tisat tbey
organize tee mucis, th.at, they exaît
macbinery. But that sort cf tbing is
necessary with a iuast 'conglomerate pro-
letariat. If iit je tmue that yesterday
10,000,000, or anythlirsg rernotely approxti.

rnating 10,000,000 Amricane, between tise ages cf 21
andi 30 registered -for tise plurposes cf tise Selective
Draft, it is because Ameriea hets acquired even at tise
cost cf excese thse habit of national response te a
national demand. Thids one great resnlt, even 'if tliere
were fletiingy else, vindîcates tlîeir national pi-notice.

Canadians are' tee undemonstrative. America
bursts into a flame cf bunting for tise French and
British Commissions. Fiftlî Avenue, New York, was
tise siglit of a lifetime 'when those Commissions made
thîeir progress along it. When Balfour 'entered ou-
capital city cf Ottawa ti. d-isplay of - flage was
[udîcrous. I amn iluite awaire'tisat bunting is net an
essential. Theliîeart cf Ottaiwa wvas ail with Balfour;
LIiere iS ne doubt about thiat; but ah tise saine tii.
flag igtise svîubol of sovereignty, cf nationality, cf
nsationial coseosnss nd you caunot build a cern-

piation on tie tacit, non-cesurittal basis.1 iaesUggested th1eýe limitations; but I arn fai
'rOui pessimuiistic about either tise ciiaracter, or tiie
capacitv, or tise future of Canada. We bave un-
leniable aud great points cf atrength. I ireekon bei-e
Our larg,0e Scettisiî population, a pledge cf thrift and

auten.Un rieL . clirnate wvill build up a sîturdy
{ toltiiîued ou Page 17)


