
An Act to provide for the Codification of the Laws of
Lower Canada relative to Civil matters and Pro-
cedure.

W IlEREAS the Laws of Lower Canada in Civil Matters, Preamble.
are mainly those which at the time of the cession of the

country to the British Crown, were in force in that part of
France then governed by the Custom of Paris, modified by

5 provincial Statutes, or by the introduction of portions of the
Law of England in peculiar cases ; and it therefore happens,
thai the great body of the Laws in that division of lthe Province,
exist only in a language which is not the mother tongue of the
inhabitants thercof of British origin, while other portions are not

10 to be found in the mother tongue of those of French origin; And
whereas the Laws and Customs in force in France at the period
above mentioned, have there been altered and reduced to one
general Code, so that the old laws still in force in Lower Canada
arc no longer re-printed or commented upon in France, and it is

15 beconing more and more difficult to obtain copies of them, or of
the commIentaries upon them ; And whereas the reasons afore-
said, and the great advantagés which have resulted from Codifi-
cation, as well in France as in the State of Louisiana, and other
places,render it manifestly expedient to provide for the Codifi-

·20 cation of the Civil Laws of Lower Canada : Therefore, Her
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative
Council and Assembly of Canada, enacts as follows :

1. The Governor is hereby authorized to appoint three fit and Governor to
proper persons, Barristers of Lower Canada, to be Commis- appoint three

25 sioners for Codifying the Laws of that division of the Province Commission-
C ers-

in Civil Matters, and two fit and proper persons, being also
such Barristers, to be Secretaries to the Commission, one of And two Se-
whom shall be a person whose mother tongue is English but cretaries.
who is well versed in the French language, and the other a

30 person whose mother tongue is French but who is well versed
in the English language.

II. The said Commissioners and Secretaries shall hold their To hold office
offices during pleasure, and in case of vacancy, the Governor during plea-
may appoint another or others to fill the same, and so on until sure.

35 the work is completed.

III. The said Commissioners shall reduce into, one Code to be Civil Code to
called the Civil Code of Lower Canada, those provisions of the be framed.
Laws of Lower Canada which relate to Civil Matters and are
of a general and permanent character, whether they relate to

40 commercial cases or to those of any other nature ; but they
shall not include in the said Code, any of the Laws relating to
lte Seignorial or Feudal Tenure.
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