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tuation to form a correct judgment on the pro-
priety of the measures which he was pursuing.
This policy was also the more necessary, in con-
sequence of the inadequacy of the means pos-
sessed by the Commander of the forces to repel
the threatened attack of the Americans at the
commencement of the contest. The whole of
the regular force at that time in the Canadas
did not amount to 5,000 men; the law for em-
bodying the militia had only been recently pas-
sed; and the population, which had been pre-
viously considered as not well affected, had
neither been armed nor accustomed to disci-
pline for many years. The military chest was
exhausted, and there was little prospect, that for
some months at least, considering the exertions
which Great Britain was then called upon to
make in Europe, any supplies either of men or
money could be afforded for the defence of her
Dominions in North America. These difficul-
ties neither depressed nor discouraged the ar-
dent and active spirit of Sir George Prevost.
Although he fully coincided in opinion with
that able and judicious officer Sir James Craig,
that in the event of a war with America, Que-
bec should be the object of primary considera-
tion; yet the defence of the whole line of fron-
tier between the Canadas and the United States,
occupied his early and serious consideration.
That frontier comprehended a distance of more


