- hands-,
© Canada,

- 10 be cousldered a grcat honour to

- In that- new alliance with Great Brltam
which - has. changed our state of ‘humble

. servility-into a glorious. matrimony, I-would

like to know how long. we are called to

‘play-the part of a- deceived. but contented

- husband. In mnatiohal intercourse. as well
. -as-in private life that role: is not yet con-

- tion.

sidered as. one to-be much boasted about—»»

by the husband at least. - .

I do 1ot see that I have fo apologize for
anything I said in the past  on this- ques-
My course - lias been twice endorsed

Cand emphaticully approved by my constlt:u-

‘ents. It has.been said that the almost un-

. animons volce of the people.of Canada’ ap-

“'proved of. our intervention in South Africa,

- and therefore, that: we, the. few members
~".of -this House wlo condemned that inter-

- -vention, must be in the wrong. I deiiy this
_ broposition in toto. It is false both in prin-
- ciple and.’'in fact. Fivst, number. does not.

make right what is wrong. Majority rules,

" but not always. in trath and equity. I am

* an optimist. I.firmly believe that, on the.
whole, good is prevalent. and tﬁat tlghtv
" conquers’ might at the end. But there-are
periods of mioral depression when thousands.|
*-and millions of men,. when' ¢ntive- hations
“-seem .to lose the path of ‘justice and even |
the sense of self conservation. .
-an _accidental attack " of ‘fever,. a reaction
"~ . tollows which restores health-and. common
~ gense’ in the:body. politic. If-it is the last

-

illness; ‘the nation digsappears and- a new
one takes ‘its. placé -under ‘the. sun,-  And

the world "goes ‘on under the guidance of |
God.. I‘ortunately for Canada, ‘signs of ve-

action” are aheady noticeable; and-I can

foresee the .day when the judgment of ‘the|
- people’ -of Canadm English ag well a8
.- French, will Hot be so hard on me gs the]
* 'speeches,
. howlings which illustratéd the debates -of
" lgst- gession.
.such d character- to warrant the -confidence

the votes, the songs and .the
That’ reactign is -not yet of

of. my Quebee Liberal friends. who naively

" - believe that Imperialism is a faké.or a dead

- Issue.. But the. change Is. strong: enough to

* give tropes to those who dread for our rising | :
nation the brutalizing effect. of soldiery Tule;

- Boers,’

the development of the spirit of *conquest

“and plunder. and the heavy burdens of Im-}:
- perial militarism. Even in England the. re-

action is manifest. In -faét the wave -of

: ', Jingoism' never reachbed there the poiat it

attained here. As usual, the true.colonial
jingo. ontdld the loude‘zt ‘London coekney.

‘Before going to the: polls, Mr. Chamberlain
the. master- of, the British administrat!on,
“made 6f his war the main,

tssue of the- glectoral contest
against ‘the  government -is-a vote for the
said hé in ‘his peculiar Rismarckian

way. And in reply to this passionate ap-

-.peal,.-and in spite of the disorizanization of
_the Liberal party, 1,603,537 suffrages were

given for t’l*e Boorq—r—to use - the Colomal-

‘the " Liberals "now . than last . fall.

dragged the Khdki ety in the contest.

‘war cry ;.and what was the reply ?-

1f it is but| tical situation in Catada and’ its bearing on, .

| Imiperial nffairs i very ‘ably -comsidered:

nay the sole [+
‘A vote!

Sectetary 8 own wunplngwm 427 divistons,
and elghty ridings returved oppositionists~
by .acclamation,. And every oné admits that
the" vote would. be far more. favourable Ito:.
v 'Lhe
change effected n the - editorship of “the -

Dally Néws- s quité an. indication of the -

¢hange - of - sentiment.-'We ‘may see before -

lonig ‘a repetition ‘of the- antl-war feelmg,
followed the - deplorable . Crimean -

which
expedition, ‘Now take the result of the Lon-

 don county council elections just held last

week.” The ‘Moderates, despairing to get
4_ majority ‘on. straight municipal- Jssngs,
0
vou want a pro-Boer counecfl 7’ was, their =~
hu ln-‘
creaged majmity for the Progressists <
As far ag Canada is coneerned, the verdict .

-of. the ‘electorate ‘has been mterpneted by

tire peeple of - Great Britain.and- of "the -
empire at large - -with such dan 1gnorance of
the real issie that it Is most’ proper to. ‘make

1| a short-analysis. of the situation.- In order =~
to give to the House an idea of the way =~ ..
British -opinion.-was .misguided on Canadian -, -

feelings, by the leadihg Tory organs, I will -
Jjust quote a few lines from' the London
Times. In a letter from -ifs special corre-
sponident In Torontoe, dated September 24,
and published on the 6th -October, the poli-

‘After saying that the French Canadiang.are

ihore thoroughly Canadian than all- others, = .-

and ‘consequently - less interested in British .
and Imperial concerns, the writer adds.these. .-

words, which I commend to the attention o

of - the. HouSe

‘It was & sthgularly fortunaté czrcumstanee that .
at this -critical time:in-patidnal afairs a French.
Canadian statesman- was. at the head of the Do~
minion . government. Without  his- leadership X
Quebec might have caused. trouble.
member of the ‘cabiiet and ‘more than. ong pri- -
vate member: of parllament objected -to the con- -
ditions on.which the’ canadian contingents were :
sent to the- front .

‘Then speaking of uthe heﬁitations of the"_ ;
Prime Minister in sending the: troops : .

No' doubt’, he - ‘(Sir- Wilirid Laurfer) felt that'
his. compatriots. raquired - to. be educated by de-

grees to-the full detands of British citizenship. . '

I 'would lke to hear from thé right hof.
‘gentleman.-on what lines. and how far he
is prepared to carry on.that course of educa,

.tion. After the elections, the great ‘English -
Tory organ thought it was good policy .to

interpret the ILiberal majority as a victory
for ‘Imperialism. In. an ‘editorial dated .
November 10th, it said : -

Both parties.’tn Canada’ are Imperia)iat and'
sve bélleve that .the Conservatives, if they had.

_been-'in power, would -have pursued, in this re-

spect, ‘the ‘same course that -was pursued by the:
Liberals.

"A French - - - .

Nevetttieless; it fell to the Liberals, -.
a8 a matter.of fact, to do the work, and it was.

done with ‘a -promptitude, a gracefuiness, and & --.
liberality "which could hot have béen surpassed, =



