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case-. DM you sec the witch anywhere arourid,
Hanzel "

The brown one opened is mouth, closed ht
ànd sbook bis head.

"Dumb. perhaps," I suggested to Ann. "You
try Grethel."

"Would yon like sorte gingerbread, Grethel ?"
asked Ami, diffidently. A vigorous nod was the
only answer.

"Both duinb," I said sorrowfully. "But that
doesn't matter. Doubtless it is but a temporary
dumbness owing te sonne evil enchantment. They
seem to bie able te eat gingerbread ail right. Milk,
kiddies?"

"I wish tbey would speak," said Ann. "What
is your name-I mean how did you get here, <lars?"

The bigger brown ee nade a great effort and
succeeded in saying, "ae.")

"Just se," I said, "exactly wbat anyone might do.
H1e seems teolbe a sensible lad, Ann. Isn't the gin-
gerbread good ?"

Ann took another piece by way of answer. "I
wonder,» she said, "if it is a diet of gingerbread
that makes these kciddîes se brown? Even their
eyes are brown."

The' eyes referred to opened stili wider, but
neither of their owners spoke. Only, Grethel, see-
ing soiiiething inviting in Ann's smile, edged a littie
closer. "Wbat is it, deaýr?" asked Atm.

"Pretty," lisped the child.
"Wbat is pretty? Tbis?" Ann lifted a siender

chain wbich hung about bier neck.
ýGrethel shook bier bead and stretching out a

tiny brown band very remniscent of gingerbread.
She stroked the front of Ann's white blouse.

"She rneans you are pretty," I explained.
«~Great eye, Grethel."

Grethel laid dowri a haf slice of gingerbread
for wbhich there was posîtively no room and,
stretching out the other band, demnanded, "Up.»

"Up. Wbere?" Ann's enquiring eye wandered
toward the ceiling.

"She wants, you to take ber Up," I explained
again.

"ýOh!" said Ann.
She lifted the littie tbing almost timidly, but

flnding the action quite natural, itiînctively ar-
ranged bier comfortably, Grethel Save a sigh of hinge
satisfaction and, leaning back with a ittie snug-
glinig motion of ber round bead, cksed ber eyes.
Seeing that Ann loolced embarrassed I applied my-
self te sweepîng up -gingerbread crumbs and Han-
zel, deciding that the feast was over, basely desert-
ed bis sister and uttering a wild wboop fled.

"Are you ready to go now, Ann ?"

I swept up more crumibs and then went to the
door and looked ont. In the open country it would
stili lbe brigbt witb sunshine, but hetre the path was
already sbadowy, what sun there was came sant-
ingly and lay in littie pools of gold. There was
quiet save for the native unrest of the wood. The
warm air was laden with wood scenrts; a squirrel
peeped saucily arouud the nearest trec, pausing to
observüe me with bright-eyed interest.

"Slein ust be heavy," T said without turning.
"Better let mie lay hier down.»

"No," said Ansi.
After a lttle wbile sbe said: "Tt bas been aý

perfect day. 1 wonder wby you did it. jack?"
"<Well, you se, Ann, it was. impulse, really.

Bult perhaps there was a reason. You remnember
that I promîsed that you sbould always have what-
ever you wanted? I tbnugbt yon bad everything
-unitil lately. Lately, I bave known that you want-
cdl something. 1 did not know if t were somethiig
real or itust-jtist a gingerbread bouse, you know..
And I tbought that perhaps if we bad a day to-
gether, al b? ourselves somewbere, 1 might flnd
out, Won't you let me take the baby?»

"No. And did you flnd out ?"

"Youi've given me se mucb already, you see,"
said Anni.

"There isn't any limit to what 1 want te give
youi, Asin."

"What if there were a limit to niy pleasure in

1 was silent.
"Wbat if I say tbat 1 amn beginning to hee

asbamed and dissatisfled. Wbfat if 1 arn beginning
to want to do a littîe giving inyself?"

"You bave given me everything."
"Everytbing? Isn't there anything more that

you want? Not even a 'gngerbread house?' Be
bonest now."

"'Nothinig," I said stubbornly. "And now we
must go back, dear. Give me the baby. I know
where she lives. Do you want to know-"ý

"Oh, no. That would spoil it. Be carefutI
don't waken her. How awkward men are! Oh,
jack, bie carefuil of bier feet! Tbere, that's beter."
. But we were not destined to bear the sleeping
Grethel home. Som-eone whc' looked very much
like bier mnother -met us at the turn of the patb.

"The cbarcoal-burner's wife," I explained to
Ansi. Ann gracefullW acknowledged the introduction
and superintended the exchange of Grethel. "She's
just the dearest baby !" she tol the charcoal-bursi-
ers' wife.

"Wbat did yout say, Anu ?"
"Oh, nothing !"
We found Pagasus where we had left him, the

picture of abused but resigned patience. The re-
. mains of a frugal aneal lay scattered on thse grass.

"<Wvouldn't do to give bum oats, you know," 1
said. ,lie is miuch too fiery, and we don't want wo
burry blone, do w?

We settled ourselves in the funny old phacton
and turxxed Pagasus bomeward. Thse suinset burned

tbrougb thse haze of fine, white dust on thse long,
straight road.

"It was a lovely gingerbread bouse," said Ann,
musingly. But I've cbanged my mînd. 1 don't
want a gingerbread bouse. 1 don't want anytbing
but wbat I bave this very minute-except wbat I'm
going to get."

'-What are you going to get?" I sai4, idly.
"Well, you see, it's bard to explain, because it

is for you tno, and you bave just said that you don't
want anytbing.»

N OW often do we hear the expression, "com-fort of a borne," and how frequently we find
a-borne wbose furuisbings are not suggestive

of that quality! We remember many "best rooms"
or parlors whicb struck a chilI to tIse very heart.
in their impressive gloom and stiffness. There was
uotbing cheerful or inviting about their prim and
frozen order, and we recall witb sadness the slip-
pery horsebair furniture witb cold mahogany
"frames," whicb extended no welcome to weary
irnbs.

Thse modemn city bouse affords little room, for
either decoration or true comfort, until we corne
to residences costing upwards of ten tbousand
dollars. Yet, even witb the smaller bornes, inuch
may be accomplisbed if every effort and tbougbt
are expended to secure cheerfulness and light. If
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possible, the dining-roons should bie made a sunshiny
spot, In the illsration shown on this page, there
is light and cheer in this rnost important roon,'
where the family assembles at least twice a day. It
is enough to send one to business or school with
&. headache, to have breakfast in some of the dis-
'mal, ill-lighted rooms which serve as dining-roorns.
Imaginec ig down to breakfast on a cold and
rany Nov br mormang, iu a room with dull
wall papeuy carpet and depressiug hangings!
It would take thse beart ont*o! you before the day's
work was even begun0  rgtdnigron h

Iu a description of abih iigr h
architeet says: "Thse sideboard nook bas thse walls
above the sideboard lined witb mirrors set in gilt
frames, and the large window on tIse opposite side
o! thse room îs a French casernent Ieading on to
tIse front porch, while the group o! tbree windows
on thse front bas a wide sill on wbich rest- potted
bouse planrts. The fireplace is so arranged ýthat
when the fire is burning, one's back is not scorcbed
witb the heat while sitting at the table, an annoy-
ance frequently met with in poorly arranged dining-.
rooms. AIl the woodwosic is painted white, and
thse fireplace is faced with Delft-blue picture-tile
aund bas a red brick hearth. Dult green tiles mnight
be substituted here if preferred. The dado between
base and chair rail is o! cernent painted white, like
tIse woodwork, and above thse rail is a ýstriped green
paper with a finish like satin. The ceiliug is tinted
cream white.

Thse hall in thse average city dwellîng is
narrow, dark and not too well ventilated. Iu vil-
lage and country bornes there is thse opportuinity for
better tbings, and tIse hall rnay be made a veritable
place o! welcome if cosy seats are arranged and
an air o! brigbtness given to the entrance. First
impressions are bal! thse battle, and, if the hall pre-
seuts a scene o! cornfort and well-being, tIse guest
is sure to carry away a pleasant memory. Pictures
hung in the baIl sbould always be o! a bright and
cheering nature. If you must bave scenes o!
slâughterý and sickuess on your walls, put them in
thse library or thesel"den," and do flot let tbem be
thse first sight on whicb tIse eyes o! thse stranger
may' rest. If you cani bave au open fireplace in tIse
hall, by alnaeans let it bie fouind facing tIse open
door, and shedding an inviting and consoling
warmntb on a winter night. Thse blaze on thse
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"For me? .Then, of course, I want it. Is it a
surprise ?"

Ann ýdimpled. "It begins to look as if it
migbt be," she admitted. Her eyes were observing
me narrowly fromn under the shade of her hat.
"Think,» she commanded suddenly, "think of the
things that you want most of anything in your very
heart of hearts! Quick !"

Involuntarily my mind flew back to the vision
of Ann with the sleeping baby in her arm-

"That's it !" said Ann, with a contented sigh.

hearth gives a courage and beartiness to the tired
or disconsolate tbat notbing else can bestow, and its
cbarm will neyer be less. Wbatever changes may
corne in modes of heat or illumination, thse open
fireplace will bold its own and give comfort unto
weary travellers.

I N the bedrooms, there is a great latitude of taste
and choice. It is noticeable bow mucb modemn
fancy runs to ligbt effeets. The bronze and dark

greens of the " Eigbties " appear to have disappear-
ed entirely. nhe floral effect, in rosebuds, violets
and forget-me-nots, witb ribbon-like decoration, hat
been in vogue for the last two years.

A ligbt biue satin-stripe paper supplied thse
foundation color for thse principal bedroom suite in
a picturesque model bouse, as described by tbe dec-
orator. Sheer wbite muslin ruffled curtains next thse
glass would give tbe required toucb lof daiutiness,
thse i nner curtains being of blue and green cre-
tonne. Thse furniture might be of mahogany or
white enamel witb a brass bed and a blue-green-
and-wbite rug.

Tbe popular ainetbyst: and plum and wine
shades can be beautifully combined this year in a
bedroom or dressing-room scbeme as wall psapers.
draperies and carpets are shown in these delightful
tones, wbich form an admirable background for
eitber light or dark furniture. For a snsall chilly-
looking chamber looking east, thse. suggested scheme
was brigbt yellow walls, wîth white woodwork, and
furniture, a brass bed, cream Madras curtains, and
a golden tan carpet.

AMONG unique floral decorations, The Table
dcusses several modes of- such daînty em-

bellishment.
Fromn the florist will be ordered five wîre-

pieces, four sbaped as horseshoes, and one as four-
leaved clover. The four-leaved clover shape is for

tthe middle o! the table. It should be of fair size,
1eacb of its four leaves being about six incIses across.

The stalk sbould extend about a foot away from
the point wbere the four leaves join. Tihis point
sbould bave a round hole where a vase or a slender

1piece of rusticana glass can be set.
1 Tbe clover shape is really outliued in tin, be-

i ing, in actual fact, a nar-row edging in this shape.
of tin an inch in Iseigbt. Very fine wire net is
stretched over tbis tin to form the leaves. A person
hiandy at wire twisting can, with strong wire, form

t the shape, then coarse net may be sewn over tIse
outîjue with, equal effectiveness.

Having obtained the shape, ail that is needed
is to c-over it entirely witbi white flowers massed

1together, the stalk, which should be an inch wide,
t being covered witb moss, though.a trail of smilax

1 asr e url eavd lvewbn lwe-il
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ail its net, wilI have a ýtbick, cushion-like, rie p
1pearance. It must be set upon a color that will

bring out its shape perfectly. A green centrepiece
t would show up the white flowers well, but would
i spoi the stalk. If such a color is used, thse stalk,
, too, must be fllled with white blooms. A scarlet
1 centre will show out tIse massed flowers exceedingly
1 well, and thse green stalk also.

It is well, in makcing thîst white emblem of for-
s tune, to make a delicate edging aIl round the leaves
- with feathery fern, just short bits 'being inserted
rin the rWms edging of Isoles.

The four-leaved clover looks well in scarlet
1 bloomns, and i5 also pretty in Neapolitan violets
t which are expressly grown for New Year decor-
S ations.

t lu changing the color of thse flowers, care must
s be used in making the table 'centre o! a colèr that
1wil show the mass up welI.

f At the point where the four leaves meet a
1blanched centre glass of rusticana ware will be set.
t This glass is cheap, and is made to simulate rustic
r branches. It is tinted in pale greens very olten, the
c branches being o! pipe-like slenderness, each made
1 to bold one bloom and to show it to the best ad-
e vantage. These brancbiug vases stand on slender
E feet and are tall. When filled they need, but a very

few flowers, yet make a good show, ferns being used
to give grace and lightuess.

A home-made wire stand can be contrived if
this glass is not to be obtained. A taîl wire stand,
with wire circlets attached to bold flowers, will an-
swer just as well.

The four borseshoes are for the table corners.
They are really borseshoe-shaped vessels, holding
water. Flowers and ferrus are set ini these, tbe
staîks being flrmnly 'held by. netting, whicb is sewn
over the inch-widle tops of the tins. The shoes
sbould bc o! a size whieb is equal to eacbi leaf of thse
central clover. If this sigii of fortune is filled with
white Rlowers, the corner emnblerns may be red. A
vase wlth a single flower aund a fersi should stand in
each shoe.
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