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pendent thonght are extremely apt to k-ick at what they call the determin.
ation of the Presbyterian Church to prevent theni from holding any
opinion on any theological subject different fromi what was held by the
theologians of the country two hundred years ago. The atmosphere of Pres.
byterianism is held to be stifling; under Episcopacy they fancy they can
breathe more freely, and move their limubs without dreading at ove ry moment
to hear the clank or to feel the pain of their fetters.

To complete our view of the influences of work we nust add that the ex.
isting division of the Presbyterian Church malkes the position of the upper
classes sonewhat more difficult. Take the lighlands for examule. The
people have all left the Established Church, but the eree Church which they
have joined is not a national institution. It wants the prestige of an Estab.
lishment. Falling hetween the two stools, the Ilighland aristocracy drop
into the arms of the Episcopal church. We have in our eye a Highland parish,
where before the disruption, uearly all the proprietors attended the parish
church. Not one et them attends it now, and hardly one of them attends the
Free Chureh, It would appear fromn this that the combined influence of the
two considerations that the Presbyterian Church was both the chrrch of the
people and a national institution sufliced to keep the IIghland proprietors
within its pale; but that neither of these corsiderations has orce enough separ-
ately to produce the same efflect. In other districts of the country, the case
may not be so distinctly marked, but the sanie influences are at work leading
to similar results.

We believe that we have given a pretty candid und correct stateinent of the
reasons that are now influencing so many of the upper classes of Scotland to
join the Episcopal Church In future papers we will examine the validity of
the alleged reasons, and consider whether, in so far as they are valid, the state
of things might not, in full harmony with Presbyterian principles be so modified
as to obviate to a large degree the evils complained of. Meanwhile, we
conclude by asking whether th reasons alleged, even should their truth be con-
ceded, can fairly or reasonably be held suflicient to warrant that very grave
step on the part of the upper classes-constituting themselves, as it were, a sep-
arate communion- isolating themselves, froi the mass of the people, reversing
the providential arrangement by which the rich and poor sbould meet together,
widening the gulf that separates class froit class, lowering their own social and
political influence, and cutting themselves and their families off in great
measure fron the vital Christian forces of the country, and from the oppor-
tunity ofsupplying the missing elements to its Presbyterianisma? With a people
advancing in knowledge and consciousness of power, it nust even be an im-
portant question for the aristocracy, how their influence in the country is to be
preserved; in Scotland the question must soon be double difficult, because the
upper classcs choose to separate themselves from the worship of the great
mass of th2 people, titus effectually cutting one of the strongest bonds that
cai link rich and poor together.

M[SSIONARY ViSI 1' TO OSPREY AND ARTEMESIA. BY DR. BUIRNS.

DEAR MR. EDITon. ToRONo. July 21, 186e.

The valuable work of Mr. W. Il. Snith " on Canada," in two volumes oc-
tavo, was published in 1852, and there we have the following notice of the
townships of Osprey and Artemesia: "Osprey and the adjoining township
of Arteniesia do not appear to have been yet opened for sale ; at least they
are not inserted in the list of townships containing Crown Lands for sale ; and
as there scems to be no census retturn from either of them, we presume that


