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tion were real verities, Yearly the shrine of Juggernaut saw its throngs
of a hundred thousand devotees, from hundreds or thousands of nnles of
toilsome pilgrimage, and thousands gripped the long cables dragging the
ponderous car of Juggernaut, while devotees were throwing themselves
beneath its wheels.

Now all is changed. Britain’s sway, indeed, has put a siop to torture
and immolation, but the waning faith of the people in their religion has
been putting 2 more effective quietus to the ancient order of things, uatil
recently Juggernant’s priests issned the dismal wail that not enough pil-
grims came to pull the car around its annual outing, and scarce were they
able, with all the coolies they could hire, to move it back to its home.

The throngs of devout worshipers, making toilsome journeys with
costly gifts, have ceased. Lessening multitudes now go, indeed, but by
train, with more or less comfort, to many of the shrines, and perfunctorily
engage in some of the less irksome ceremonies, but little or none of the
religions spirit is seen.

Then the rich endowments of the temples were yearly increased by the
liberal gifts of those who believed they could thus buy release from sin.
Now myriads of temples are slowly going to ruin, and a wail comes up
from the priests of the most noted shrines at the smallness of the offerings,
while the people are openly accusing the priests of squandering in voluptu-
ous licentiousness the revenues from the endowments of the pious dead.
Bat Jet us note Hindu testimony upon this point.

One bundred of the chicf residents of Tirupati, the most noted shrine
of Southerr India, sigred aud sent a meinorial to the Viceroy of India in
May, 1594, calling his attention to the desperate condition of Hindu re-
Tigious endowments in general and of those of Tirapati in particular, and
praying that government would provide more cfficient means of safeguard-
ing the interests of such endowments.

The Daily Hindu, onc of the strongest native papers in India, the
organ of the orthodox Iindus of Madras, published the memorial, and
thus commented upon it :

* We may well feel shocked at the true yet wondrous tales of huge
frauds and heinous crimes which the mcmorialists have catalogued. The
glory has departed out of our religious institutions, and what once con-
tributed to purify the minds of millions of men and women are now the
grovelling ground of some of the most ignorant and wretched of human
beings, . . . who merely wallow in 2 mire of voluptuous pastimes, wast-
ing fql?c pious contributions of the widow and the orphan, and breeding
around them a whole host of idle, able-bodied vagabonds. The vast
majority of these endowments are corrupt to the core.  They are a fester-
ing wnass of crime and vice and gigantic swindling.”

What a change of front since the leaders of Hindu thought were the
ardent supporters aud rich benefactors of these very temples !

The Reisand Rayyet, an influential Caleuits orthodox Hindu paper, sneers
at Mrs. Besant’s costssies over the beautics of Hinduism, and justly says:
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