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By not operating on « well dgfined line
the British Generals lnid their plarsopen to
tho option of the enemy to cut off' their ox-
peditions in detail, and of this advantage
Washington availed himself. On the night
ot the 15th of July the American General,
Wayne, at the head of 1500 men surprised
the Fortat Stoney Point, whose garrison,
commanded by Lieut. Colonel Johnson of
the 18th Regiment, consisted of that corps,
tho Grenadier company of the 7lst, & com-
pany of the Regimont of Xoyal Amerlcans,
and 2 detachment of artillery, inalt about
600 men, of which 152 were killed or wound-
ed, the rest with their commanding officer
made prisoners. This post was lost by the
most culpablenegligence. Anexpedition un-
der the American Gien. Iow was sentagainst
Fort Lafayetto, at the same time, but owing
to the difficulties of the approaches it did
not arrive in time, and altthough the guns
of Stoney Pomt were turned against that
garrison 1t failed to mako any impression.

Intelligence of the capture of Stonoy
Point having reached Now York a detach-
ment was sent up thoe river to the relief of
Fort Lafayetto, and Sir . Clinton imme-
diately followed with a greater force hoping
Washington would risk an engagement for
tho preservation of the command of the
river, but tho latter had accomplished his
design of retarding the expedition to Con.
necticut if not preventing it altogether, and
as Stonoy Point was not cssontially neces-
sary to the command of the river he ordered
it to bo evacuated after most of* tho works
being destroyed. Possession was again taken
of it by tho British, who repasired the worlks
and placed a larger garrison therein. The
flact and troops having achioved this success
returned to New Yorlk,

* In 1776 the people of Boston had attempt--

od to gain vossession of Fort Cumberland
bub were drivon off. A second attempt was
made at St. John's River but was also de-
foated as well as a fleot of privateers cap

tured which had boen committing depreda.-
tions on the vavious fishing stations on the
coast of Nova Seotia. Inorder to prevent any
repetition of thosoe annoyances Gen. Francis
Maclean, commanding the Royal troops in
Nova Scotia, with a detachment of 630 men
arrived in June, 1779, in the bay of Penob.
scot, for tho purpose of estabhshing a forti-
fied post to hold the privateors about Xen-
nebee bay in check and to prevent the ve-
occupation of Machias as a military post and
base of operations against Acadiz and Nova
Scotia, as well as to obtain a supply of ship-
building timber with which tho country
abounded. Alarmed at this demonstration
the pooploe of Boston at onco fitied out an
expedition to drive away the King's troops
aud destroy the post. Intelligance of this
movement bLeing carried to New York
Sir Georgo Collier with & squadron sailed on
the 3rd of August for the relief of General
Maclean’ssotilement, which had been placed
on the eastern side of Penobscot Bay, about
nine miles below the mouth of the river on
a pensula forming the harbor of Magavag-
duce. As the country was wholiy covered
with wood it occupied the troops for some
timo before a clearing covld be effected on
on which to erect & fort, and on the 21t of
July only two bastions with the connccting
curtains were raised to a height of five feet,

Boston fleet of 19 armed ships and brigan-
tines carrying from 10 to 32 guns, might be
oxpected toland on tho 25th with a forco of
3,000 men under command of Gen. Lincoln,

All thoughts of completing the fort were
laid aside and the troops cmployed night
and day on such works as were immediately
necessary to socurc them from an assault,
which it was justly approhended would bo

sequenco of the very suporior force employ;
ed. Three sloops of war belongiug to the
British wero stationed so as to command the
mouth of the harbour and weroe protected
by a Dattery on shoro—and on the arrival
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whon intelligence was received that the

the mode resorted to by the enemy in con. \

of the Boston force thoy could not effect an
eutrance owing to tho firo of those vessels
and the battery. after threo days deten-
tion they offected a landing on the morning .
of the 23th of July, at a point on the Penin-

-sula which had been deemed inaccessible,

and on tho 30th opened a battery against
tho works at a distancoof 750 yards. Those
works, by the incessant labor of the troops
between_ the 21st and 30th of July, bad as-
sumed o vespectable appearance. The gorge
of un unfinished bastion was filled withlogs,
«nd the other, containing tho wall, was sur-
rounded with & work of fascines and carth
ten feot thick, platforms wero laid, artillery
mounted, o sort of chevaux de freize carried
vound the fort and the approaches to the
whole covered with an abbatis.

The cnemy’s troops carried on a_series of
approaches wnd skirmishes for a fortnight.
On the morning of the 14th of August the
garrison, in momentary expectation of an
assault, were surprised to find that the
enemy had re-embarked with the greater
part of their artillery, and while wondering
what could be the cause of this sudden evac.
uation the British squadron under Sir Georgo
Collier hove in sight, whichat once explain
ed the mystery as it stood directly up the
bay. TChe Boston fleet seemed to bo in dis-
order and atlength took to flight in a dis.
graceful manner. ‘Fwo of them ondeavored
to get to sea by passing round Long Island
but wore interrupted, one being taken and
the othier ran aghore by her crew and blown
up. The rest fled towards the head of the
bay.and entered tho Penobscot River but
wero alt captured or destroyed, the seamen
and soldiers abandoning the vessels and
took to the woeods ; here mutual recrimina-
tion between tho tiwo services brought on a
fight in _which 50 or 60 were killed, and a
great number perished of hunger and fatigue
before they were able to reachthe settle.
ments about the Kennebee.

The Boston fleot taken or destroyved was
as follows:—Taken: Warren, of 32 guns;
Monmouth, 21 guns; Vengeance, 24 guns;
Putnam, 22 guns ; Hampden, 22 guns; Hun-
ter, 18 guns. Blown up; Sally, 22 guns;
Hector, 20; Black Princo, 18; Sky Rocket,

-~



