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Daniel O'Connell.

ANIEL O'CONNELL was-born siear the towvn oF Cahirci..
veen, County Kerry, Ireland on August 6, 17--5. He
attended the first C atholic school that -had been es-
tablishied since the enactment of the Penal Laws. This

had been founded at Coric by Father Harrington. His parents wvere
resoived ilhat hie should have a good Christian, education and bistory
tells us howv O'Connell Profited by it. His later studies wvere pur-
suied at Sr. Orner and Douay.

He became a lawvyer in 179à and *from that on vehefxxently
opposed the uinjust laws against his co-religionists. Ireland at titis
time wvas iu a. pitiful state. The dark and evil days of "Ininety-
eight» had closed in a nation's tears and blood. The Act of Union
wvas carried and Emmet's unsucess[ul r2ising had taken place. Tiien
foIloived black and bitter despair The -people we-re liopeless and
helpless. *rhle landiords crushied the very lives out of them. An
allen church Ievied tithes and the Orange clubs tyrannized it ovcr
the unfortunate Caiholic.

This %vas the condition of Ireland when O'Connell took up lier
cause. H-e pitted himself against thie powver of Engtand and the
hopelesness of Ireland. Neyer betore had a patriot set himselt' to so
mighîiy a task. He made strong and forceful speeches against the

Act of Union. He imitated none of the great orators of the day;
-neither i3urke, nor Sheridan, r.or Curran, nor Gratton. He liad a
style ail his o'vn* He didt not seek to seduce or dazzle or surprise
his hearers but to make themn clearly understand the question and to
convince them. In the plainest and strongest language hie stated
the facts that most concerned the case and urged the consideration
that ought to influence bis counitrymen.

la 182- O'Connell founded ilie Catholic Association. Under it
;vere marshalled ihe entire forces of Catholic Ireland, moral and
physical. More than a million of members wvere enrolîed in its
ranks atid the eloquence ancd abi!ity displaved in its proceedings
have neyer been excelled in any other popular movemnent. England
at this lime scoffed -at the idea of Catholic Emancipation bat Ibis
powver wvas irreistible. OW-'onnell himself attributed the principal
powver to the people. Rie said: «'It %vas not 1, -nor any man in my
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