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CIIAI'TE IV.

"This is the heir of Aldersyde."

Nature :lever lntended Hlugli Nesbit for the rate of a
country gentleman, Il b3red bar» tu talk to hits factor, or
listen tu the campiaints train his tenants anit the damsages
donc ta craps by Camse. Evea the sport irarnaîlard by the
muoors atnd lochs couid flot recancrie hans tolicat Aldersyde.
He aaissed the gay conspassionship, pieami sexcitcmentrand
stitting activaay of the aid lift at camp and barracks ; and
Save ihlai le celliptcd biis [rom Ille drawbacks of empty

packets, lie could have regretted] the chance which made hitra
Lcrd of Aldersyde. Ilîsappoited in bis r»urriage, tired of

lias wile, sai ai the daecry routine ai bis flie, lac case bis
cyes about for a msen at release froan the chaia whicb
bosand him. The army was opened ta him etili, wbere lic
cauld enjoy file watb double test, becaure thse revenues af
Aldersyde w4ould provtdi: the .bhcscvithtl. What thon Il
the world cummented un bis dttsaion ai hits wie I Mue
would ledl nothirsg but relirf, rand they would bebletterapaît
than living nnbappily together. Sa bic reasourd and made
bis arrangements without consulting ansyboidy.

The latter days af Aptil msade the morld * aueiful once
mare, ansd the finst nsonth of 3urrner-timt caise in with
baimy larcall und sunshine ihicb %vbitetied aIl the hedge.
russ and surprised into bloousa boseysnckle and swce:hriar
la the den ai Aldersyde. Belote it was hall gane, H.sgl
Neshit anUou1Ced luta iC wIe bIntetion ai reeUrning ta
bis regîmeat wibout delay, as it was beansg rc.organized for
criy despatcb ta thie l>cninsuia. She beard lits decision
with caliscas, but did flot appear sa happaly telîeved as bic
bcd anticipatcd. She was sanspiy andiffereat wbeîher lie
went or stayed.

Il on wili retute home sansetimses, 1 suppose?" Ilble said
listlessly.

.. Tit chances are 1 ai neyer sec Aldersyde agairs." lie
said.

IlWhy rejoîrs the army if such, siks rire imminent ?' she
a.aled faiatly.

IBecause l'ns sick ta death of efals place," hie answcred
rsdely ; Ilanythier, mould bc preferable ta il."

Tisere was notir'g mare said, and upaa the mortow tbey
pattcd as strangtis eîaght bave pased, waebout a c ret on
citber &!de. Ay, truly their asarriage iras the grand sistace
of tbeir laves.

Great iras the astoauismcnt su Atdcrshope and flie neigli-
bourhood wlicu ait rrspaaed tIsai Hcgb Ncîbbt iras off ta tee
irars. lits intention hâd bcera icepe a close secret, acd even
Doctor Elant unly learned of lis deparrure anc evening sipon
coming ta Aldersy-de ta sec lias daugltci. lits indignation
kntta no bounds.

VIWaî aagbit has bac ta ]eave )DU an thas grrat bouse
alonc, ta b: poinird ai as a des.-aird iafe, of whia ber bus.
band tired belote thec hoceymoons ias treil pute?"I

"Tise wurld as Vtry baLte an lis judrment. but gener-
ally correct, father,' liad Mary qnîeely ; and you a!. ail
peuple bave the lezsi cause ta marvet at any phase of my
damestac, affaira.,

XI vuc a direct repracli and sienccd bans at once.
Il on baid better dasmis thse servants, cnd camse home ta

Aldershope, îlien,* lit said tsy and by.
Il preter ta rematu bere,'* abc answecd. I expect

Miss Neshut ta bc wiLh me a Coud dcai ; aed the domestics
arc flot mine ta dismiss."

Doceor Elliot found biseR set asîde at every point. and
did flot rehli il.. DurirC lis nue home hla eliau lits dircit
iupon bis daughter's frapile appeanarce. Unless gias protes-
sion%1 eje sirarsgely d=cevcd hans she waras cady an a de-
cline. Taking il al] in al, the glory ai beang --bie ta say,

Mydarglitcr. bits. Neshit of Aldera7dc," had ils dicta-
acis.y Ay, iihaisi daube the wied was bendiag thc lily,

and the blast irould break it an the stalk.
Miss l4esbat iras mucis ae Aldersyde-so mach, irsdeed.

that Marget began ta wsx andagnant ; for- wits was WNindy-
lenoire girliut bier mistrcs?

Thle sunsmer wantd, but no vword carmt Irons the Laird.
one day. liaving occaion Io be ia Nelrose on saome husi-
nts" for bier cousin': vite, Miss Nrshît calltdl at tht oilice o!
Mr. Douglas the iacrc, ta mui il lic kacir anyihing of bis
client. He Roaked aurpiased aiihe quesaibàn

"1 Isad a leaier yesterdây. M ara Nesbit. conecraivg theicase cf the Mlains, walscla expires se Mattinmas. lit
ir on the eve aflis dep=scr witli bis vegiment for Gib-
raltar."

Il 1 hoclit bce wad lIme been aira alaie ibis, secin' ire liat

gui!ten nac word," said Ms ebt
. Ha bc flot wirtten ta Mns. Nesbit since lie Itit Aider.

syd ?" sl sk cd tisc latayer blnly.
IlNa. 'k wil bac guessed. 1 dannadoot, abat thecir mux-

nagZe bas prorcd a mxisiake, 31r. Douglas."*
'I have surmasedl as ranch," retured the latayer. ItI

a a vrise arranigement for Mrm Neabat ta bave contrai of ber
oai intonse."

IThexe abattid bc ptty for bailli, aff Aldersyde," saidi
Misa Nesbit.

"lDo you rcmensber Miss; Oliphant af Yair's speech about
the neir Laird af Aldersyde malcang dutcs and drakes ai bis
inbcritcc belore anolher year aent I y?"I

",Ay. I Mmnd.", anstrered Miss Nesbit iil a sinking
bieau.

Il' regret taosay thai lier predicîlion is llktly tabefnflfilled.
To nsy certain kiiouledgc Capiain >Zeabit bus bora owed al-
rcady ta an ealent tahicli tht Mlartins rents a ill no, do
missels mare than caver."I

"That's ait netas, Mr. ela.
"Ta yon st mut bc. rcmem,%erieg Yasar nsatlse's 111e-

ýwork," sad the lawyer irai truc îr.gree andi syrpathy. "lBy

the bye, the rent fci t Mains la ta be ralsed a hundred
panedai, and If Lennox la unwiling ta pay tlac place là ta bc
advetlsed."

"i bac hecard enough for ae day, Mir. Douglas," Sait! MIs
Neable. riaing, "As irel a'snouî ncht Aldersyde be with-
out a Neshît as Mains wltliout a Lenaîoa."

I bave scea sany paInful chances la familles, MlIss Net.
bit, but noise which afi'ccted me as the mouinl change ln
Aidersyde," salid thie latayer as tbey shoole banads, "Good-
bye. Give nsy respects ta Mis. Nesbit."

Bitter were Janet Nesbit'à thouglits duting bier drive ta
Aldersyde. It iras hard ta tbink tIret lier licarcît cnd dear.
est had denleti thesselves ceascecssly la Rlle, ln isoder ta se-
decm, Aldeasyde, ""'Y t0aovide for a spcadtahift kinsman
Whbo cared ne more (or AldersYdýe thans the mntt strunger
could bave donc. If tht expccted liceu aboutd lîve, ilit a
p our inheritance is fatller woiald bequeatla ta hlm I Sire

.aad il la lier hesat aimait ta pray that Mlary's chIid miglit
nret ope lis e>yes on Aidensyde.

Thedays iri en, tit the montli vas Augiit ; aed whlali
grain iras wvhltenîrrg ta harvest in honnie Ettnck vale, ail
England rejolcd over lier lieracs' tusphl ,nty acta Mad-
rid ; for l gave bisth ta tbc hope thaxt lheloasg, uearing dis-
=terous Peninaniar WVat was raeaning a close.

Ltlncsof thie dairgs in eIe gret hsy ordpee
trated ta quiet Aldersyde. Sametirnes Dr. Eiaoî wauld
brîng up a rare copy of a London newvspaper contamnang brie!
intelligence ai the war ; but though it might ct amsy lime
contaiss the actas of ber husband's mwouindinig or death, It
tould aot rouse the lay ai Aldeisyde iroin lier dreary list-
lessscs. Sue vuc (ast drllting beyand ail éaiebly intiterets,
and the cool, golden days af September !annd ber con-
fiacd entitely ta thet iese bedroons, wrc she irould lie for
liants loukac ai Mapon ber meothcr's grave.

Thli varld bcd mny baris things ta say af Ilugb Neshit.
and notbing but pity for the sircet Young ittî fading aWay
&Rontse Aidersyde. TIse> tvould have il that site vas break-
iag lier hecrt over bis desertion, a repart for tabicli Miss
Oliphant ai Vair iras nsainly responsible. For citer calanag
for the lady ai Aidersyde anc day, shetaet home denaaucing
Hlugli Nesbit la riglireous ivratb, andi pra.isîng tlie geette
taife wiliont stiat.

Sa cnsid peste and quieners, siaistexed isota, b>' as abiti.
img a fnicnd as ever woronc bcd, Mary's life drew ta ils
close. Miss Neshit irouli t>' ta speali hapefnlly at times
of brlgbter cnd stranger dcys ta came. tahen she wonid bave
bier haire ta comfort ber; but Mary always shoale ber head,
and would sa>' sonselimes, "l'four charge wili fot cnd with
me, Jante; yen wrill need ta casc for hum as you bave csred
for biis moiber ail lier day:."

la thte fiast week ai Norember, Captain Nesbit iras se-
portcd woundcd. Tht netaspaper lust gave no partaculars ;
but the army surgeon tutoie, as requestrd b>' the disableti
saidier, ta say the irauct iras not dan)gerons, ccd that lie
hopeti ta bc susiacientl>' ttcovred ta taine rdraneage of Itave
ai Newr Ycr.

I should like bis ta came belote I daed," said
Mary absenely. - Il baby ives, I bave al chiarge ta Icave
wthl bim."

But tabaC tlie charge tas, Janet Neshit tidti ual ic thers,
nor ce amsy ailler tise.

December swept in with c taild snowstonm, and uo a ter.
rihirafierncan, .aen tht eîorld semied c wlaaang mabs ut draft-
ing smac', c son and hein was borna the hunse of Aidera> de.
Tht poor yarsrag mailer, Wbose lite was fsi cbang. askcd
b>' cnt by in a tahisper thae the child magbt bc brought ta
bier. Miss Neshit nsotioccd tht murse firons tht tans, and
herseR! laid the ~Ittic anc ln the feebit arms which cossld
stare>' bear caca so light c burtier. Tise» the laid bier
armsa about them bath. ilh the fils piotecc.ieg ttnderecas
cliciacteaistic of il'- %teoletnsan.

"There is no word ai Hlugli, yet, I suppose ;" sait!
Mary.

".Nt yet ; hut be la on bis ira>, an' mayr be litre the
niche. Mar-y,

I c li wli bc too Rate. I donlit. Weil, Jant, ibis is
tht heir af Aldersyde," said! Mary iie a faine treninlous
&mile.

"A>' Mary."
11«Ht is to be christeacti Waclter Elliot. Jante. Tell

Hugli 1 tesret hat ta bc bis nase."
ITcke bis noir, Janet ; bas poor mothet is tared already,

anti wui tain Rie damn."
Teetier> Miss Neabit laid lier b2ce on lier pal!nws, and;

tout, tht bairt in lier arma.
",That': erlicts: I cavc bien, Janct, in your arris. Yau

wili bc a mathen to hies, and brang lim np ta bc a Rond
man, so tbat lie may hIer Aldersyde tise lic enter% il.

On!>' a moment Janret Neshat panied etc ahe toole s0 great
a charge upanbler. Thea he anstacei soienl'. gresetecars
standing iu lier tasihfus cycs.

":My Mlary, I IU."
"Spalc ta hlm soretises about bis zmatlir.Jarset; kcp

s>' semer>' greta in bis beati-tbat is ail. Nota give hlm
bacl. ta Snsan, andi casne tiers: - shall niee the grp in a
litie tahulr."

Mlisa; Nesbit ciriet tht child inta thie ret taons, signet] ta
Doctor Elliot, and they retuancti tagether.

Ht s sit a &lance Chat the end iras at liant, and naovirrg
aiver ta thle bcd, irouit have rzise his danghter je hit armai;
but abc motioiirci hia off. ati loaleet toirard the anc Waho bâti
befricntct ber thtongli ail.

Mliss Neabit leaaed aver lier, grtpping tht cali lianta tin
lier strovz, wris clasp.

"The Lard eau uphaurd lu tht Jardan. M»y Mlai>," Îbc
wlapedbr-avRl.

Mary smilcd ced ciosetl lier cjes.
Diosant Elliot sitode awzy avez ta the uirdota, vstl ibth

iran ctcrng inta bis toul. Hi: oct cilît tercedt rais hlm
la lier lait extremit>', cnt clung ta a strsger. A 1 il iras a
bitter retributians.

Totalc

Orie mare MIss Nesbit per!ormed the last cilices for tht
deati la tht ecst betroum ae Aldersyde. WVhen l iras avor,
andi Mary lisy wils ler wt.latioindecrquieit eat,
lier faîthfni fiend bent over tht lied, snd bade ber a Rase liare-
tati!. Tisca&lhe taet tata tht adjolning rmain. tuait the ehild
1irr-ab ieirste's Raps, an. .rsping a shatai about lmre car-
sied hlm dama ta the dlnlng.room.

Saine retrucsVsse for t Lstlrd lad bteaî hstlly sel on
the table;- but lie sat wlth foIdet ami by thae rine, aent the
repast rcrnalned untonclitt.

"lThis la jour flrst-hoin sari, Hugh,"sast Mliss Nesbît, andi
laying aside ste îvrap beit bis ont.

Awkwaatly enangh Hlugli Ncsbst tale thc bai le
bis anms, and looke dov taillon hlm far a moment le sil-
ence.

1,I bat) nu Ides ahe lisda een aitlng sa lon g as the bouse-
keeper tells me," lie sait! la a Rota vale. "'fou mlght bave

intten, Cousin Janet."
"Werc i a? "tahe aslcêd dryl>'.
"Weil, aises rit of bier îvretchct sarage tie mata," lic

cuntianet le a reckiess vra>'. IlBut tabat on ciatis as I ta
do with ise csilti? l scenls a plty, aeeiag tabat maceer of
father hie lias, that bce shoniti have liveti."

W~hecsht, Hugli Nembit," sait bis cousin sternl>'.
W~eil, the senvants are trustirnei>, 1 suppose ; go they

suiloak citer bine," lie asd. "lI rejoin tht regimeet feu-
medlaatly."

"lMary drsiret me ta cte for tht haire,. Hnugb. il yclfte.
l'il tekc hlm basne tar Windyknowe, an' se tac bis uphningla'
tîli ye conme hasne,"

Illi Neshir Rooleet at bis cousin la perfect Wronder-
ment. le bcd been cospellet ta respect lier ayr, but
ibis iras an unetldshnes of beaut lic conit hatiy nder-
Stand.

"lDo yo Iseact ta Say yen woult unnttrtake tht en-
tire tare of a child Ule this, fions now ta an intefinite
petiot ?"I

Misa Neshit ba'.aed lier head.
"I lo'ed lis mithier wccl, ai' 1 Ro'e the vaise lie bits,"

ah is ad linskuly.
",Well, there li s." iald Huisb Nesbit, replcing the

chilinberaren. Il on bave zcRaevcd me oicconsitetable
anxiety, toun. I isal proavite tht whcrevaitha ta fet
and clathe hlm, oflcourse ; but do yoa irbat yuon ike ivitis
lits, train bis ti any crecti yen pleute, and lic miii groir
up a bttter mae tisan lis fathler, 1 doa't daube. Sa yen
tall have the future ai Aldessyte la jour Otan hands,
torsin."

I bsntrly thiek yc ee lest for ththaie vil me,
Hugb Neshit ; but belote Goti 1 pltige ye s>'y word lac
sAl bis In first e2rthly care," slhe sait soiemiy, ced tacot
away out o! ehe taonsn holding the chitd ver>' close ta lier
licaxt.

She bail acceptet c presti rcsponsibiiity, but the ras flot
tinati. Tht lier ai Aldetsydle IcIt lu bier soie ccxc. ta bc
ttaiced. she payeti and lioped, ln tht patli of upaiglitecas
subi ty.racd gadlaucas 1 Oh I but it was ausueet and saiemo
tisongii.

Ia tht evc.ning Marcet Drysdale camse up ta Aldersyde ta
erquare tegaadirrg the condition ai Mns. Nesbit. She heard
the rad tidinga ironstise Radge keeper. butwient on ta tse
hanise ta sec the licir andi havec n word iie Miss Nesbit.
rt maid tank bier ta the tant ircte Miss Neasilt sat by
thse flare mth thse baure on her knec- Therc iras no El lit
save that gîven by tht fine ; butt iras tufficieut ta show ltht
tracs o!tessonhler face. Noir tliat verytbieg iras donc,
thehbail tme ta tirell iipon bier grai.

Il bo Mssa M-any'sat peace ut lui," se5 Marget soiel>';
"'an' lis as tht tac beit a' Aldcnsyte?"

IlAy, Marget,"' sait! Miss Nesisit trenselousl' cati put bacle
mah geacie hand tise satl from tht tic>' lica.

"I'lair mitiserlesi Iansb 1"I whispeaed 2darget tenterl>'.
"This as ont batis, Maget-jours an' mine." sait MISS

Neshit.
IlAy, mesmi; l'es tliniekg ye'Il bic mair titan vtt ai Aider-

syte eaa ?"I
"Ns, Marget; thse Laird's gants aif tac tht wats againt

an'l 1 t gotten thet lairna tac kcep. As suac's the ferai'.
airer, l'il b ring hlm haine tac WVindyknnme."

"*'Qd sa-e us a', thl'il be an uinca, landin' far taxa singie
taceman that eever mas marniet, an' ken racise tac naething
about bairns,"sait Marge dauhîfull>'.

IlWeil lise tac lecir, Marget." teenreet Miss; Neshit.
bIarget stood qnite stili, laoking refl.-ctiveRy on the fine.

Frons the impression on lier face, Misa Neabit guueetîl
tac mat Wil pîtaset, bate Reit bier aIent, knaming the woult
came round b>' anti b>'.

I tacs muedie' on the fedi I've acu un>' gid sister an'
itiser folk bac. D'ye thine je couRt bc faslicd tai' a balte
gaisie' sn yer lng masie'. nunc anti nictI" asktd Maxgtt
crinsly,

Again Mass; Neshit uot bacle tht shaaR. irons tht
baiisssiepng ict, cdtoncheti Margct's gave ta lo

nt hum.
Illes bis miehen's bairn, Marget. zat was lt tic me-

W~uIl e gar Me braveC bis aMa2g Lrins folk ?"I
Il Vha aiti 1 irantit ye tac fraye hlm amour, [rems folk,

mr»? 1 tac oci>' main' boit tac thinle tisat the evulinrt
beau ayc gels tht lad tac titat," sait Marget; tise, taiel-
ing reu!ndsudtcely, ise Raid becr rougis hancl on tise balte':
hcat, ber lia»zet cyt brimming a.ith teara. "ILet himi
carat; be'Il kc -in iii baire I ire tiens gtelias warttîct
Clirougli tome mc>'. Got bitas bi, mn' mae bis; a blena'
an' ca>'o tac Aldersyte.

Sa dit Marget Diridalie hiuc rieJI ta the service ai Mins
Mary's baimt

irasu c great apeakieg in the canery' scu ile traits.
pîreti tisat Miss Neibit bcd undertaclà tht charge ai Hugh
Neshit': nsnthezlesi son. Sundry Waise anti offision matron,
besoanet bis fate, tell ta tht rcao a vomie ignorant
ottise maya anti nec&s oi childhood - but tht Inajorit>' ai the
busybaties prapliaedt hat bc moult ftd a comtoitsie
hastme Wintykor.

Doctor Elliot wu siteral>' displease. He ha iignified
ta bils uîe-in-ia-w bis umiine ta taine tht chsilt lon bis
owe hanse, and sec thst ir wuc wcl caret! for, 'but bit offcar


