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rntci of the United Stales, .but with
the lowest of their city rates.

It is not possible to go into the
discussion of all the statistics fur-
nished and comparisons made, but
some of the broad features most
vitally interesting to the people of
Vancouver and district may be dealt
with.

Probably the most important point
to be considered is that the Van-
couver hydro - electric Coquitlam-
Buntzen plant has been developed
under very special conditions, which
(JO far to account for the position in
which the Company finds itself today.
When in 19fl« the B. C. E'ectr'ic
undertook the construction of this
plant, it was facing t!ic requirements
of a city and district of large
promise, indeed, hut of very moder-
ate though healthy growth. The dom
and tunnel as originally planned were
likely to take care of the needs of
the district for quite a number of
years. Time would be alTordcd for
the maturing of more extensive plans
when future needs seemed to demand
them. In a few years, however, the
rate of progress of the district be-
gan to pass all expectations. Soon
so ra, d was the increase that before
the necessary preparations could be
made the resources of the Company
were overtaken. Time at once became
an all-important factor, thus necessi-
tating the enlargement of the tunnel
and the construction of a much larger
danri within the briefest ponsible
period. These extensions were under-
taken in 1911. To avoid the longer
lime involved in the cutting of a new
tunnel, the existing one was enlarged
from ten to fourteen feet, while still

in use. In the construction of the
dnm the dimensions at first consid-
ered satisfactory were greatly, and
apparently unnecessarily, extended at
the instance of the Dominion Gov-
ernment and exceptional measures
were required to be token by the Com-
pany to protect the water supply of
New Westminster. All this added
very largely to what was expected

to be the normal cost of the enter-
prise. However, the work wo« com-
pleted in an exceptionally permanent
manner. The construction and equip-
ment of the power houses at Lake
Buntxcn were also of a high grade,
and tlw same applies to the transmis-
sion system and transforming sta-
tions. Power, however, from the
new plant was not available until th^
autumn of 1913. In the meantime a
very substantial and completely
equipped stcum plant was con-
structed as a necessary auxiliary to
the hydro'electric system.

While this construction and equip-
ment was going on the demand for
light and power in Vancouver and
district was increasing by leaps and
bounds. Two alternatives were dis-
cussed by the management—the de-
veloping of new power plants on
tdditional sites of their own, or the
'ntering into a contract with the
Western Canada Power Companv for
a large and for some years incVeas- .

ing block of power. The latter alter-
native was chosen and the contract
with the Western Canada Power
Company was the result. (See E\-
hibits 19 and 43.)

COST OF rOW» OOES OS ALTHOL-OII

COXSfMPTIOX OlOPS

Unfortunately for the Company,
just when it was ready to toke care
of the expected expansion, not so
much in the previous line of mere
city-building as in the newer direc-
tions of extensive industrial develop-
ments, which would stabiliie the some-
what top-heavy residential and retail
extensions, an economic reaction set
in and has been continued under war
conditions. The Company has been
left, therefore, with an cxceptionallv
complete and cfBcient electrical estab-
lishment on its hands. It hos in addi-
tion contracted to take further power
which, though somewhat reduced in
amount this year, is nevertheless
practically unnecessary. As explained
by Mr. Murrin, the larger part of


