HARDY GATTLE.

h-Canadians That Have Been Bred
for 200 Years.

J. A. Conture, Quebes, writing in The
erican Agriculturist, says: Very early
the history of America, some time
ore 1665, a namber of small, black or
n cattle were introduced into what
now the Canadian provinces. They
e from France and were strictly dairy
imals, resembling the Jerseys in a
eral way. Theso cattle were not al-
wed to cross with other breeds, and for
er 200 vears were kept very pure and
ook the name of French-Canadian. They
‘became quite numerous, being peculiarly
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adapted to conditions in Canada. In 26
counties in Quebec practically no other
cattle are kept. The cows are small,
'weighing on an average 700 to 900
pounds, and are of extremely kind tem-
per. They are the easiest kept of all
breeds of cattle, and also the hardiest.
They are free from tuberculosis. Their
teats are large, oconsequently they are
easily milked. In color they are solid
tlack, or black with yellow strip on back
and around muzzle, or brown with black
. ts, or solid fawn.
‘" Ag milkers they are the best cows of
any of the breeds in Canada for the aver-
age farmer. They will not give the large
quantities of milk ylelded by the Hol-
gteins or even some Ayrshires in one
day, or one week., but they will give a
good quantity daily from calf to calf,
and the total for the year will be sur-
ising, usually larger -than thas given
e; other breeds. The difference in their
favor will be still more evident when the
oost of keeping is considered.

The French-Canadian cattle are en-
dowed with a strong constitution; there
is no tuberculosis with them, except
when they take it from other breeds.
They are very hardy and thrive where
other cattle will starve. In Quebeo until
a few years ago the cattle were kept on
the poorest feeding.

i e .

i SOW CLOVER.

H

Advice That Comes From the Results of
Successful Kxperience.

’ The splendid crop of clover harvested
in all the eastern provinces last year
must have proved of great value in the
feeding of stock this winter, since there
#s no fodder crop grown in this country
which so fully meets the needs of the
snimal economy, being more nearly a
halanced ration than any other. Large
areas of clover sod were doubtless plowed
‘down last fall in preparation for this
year’s crops of grain, roots and corn, and
Will tell mightily for good asa fertilizing
agency and in supplying-the necessary
vegetable matter which will improve the
-mechanical condition of the land, enabl-
ing’ it to retain moisture and to keep the
1and from running together and baking
from the action of the sun after heavy
rains, as all clay soils especially are
liable to do. The olover plant stores up
in its issues large supplies of nitrogen,
one of the most valuable and expensive
fertilizers gathored from the air, and
-thus cheaply provides one of the most
effectual fertilizing agencies for the devel-
opment of most farm orops, while the
roots “penetrate deeply into the subsoil
and bring from these lower sirata addi-
sional stores of plant food. Clover when
fed to stock goes back upon the land in
the form of rich manure to recruit its
fertility, and thus leaves it in about as
good condition as it found it, while the
peturns from the stock fed, in the form
of beef, butter, cheese, bacon, mutton and
wool, will prove as satisfactory, taking
one year with another, as any of the pro-
ducts of the farm. Experiments conductd
at the Contral Experimental Farm last
year showed that the weight of clover
eaves. stems and roots produced by the
end of October from seed sown with &
grain crop in April ran from six to eight
tons per acre, and chemical analyses have
proven that each ton of this material adds
to the soil almost as muoh hydrogen as
one and a half tons of barnyard manure.
It has also been demonstrated that land
on which clover has thus been grown has
given from five to ten bushels per acre
gnore than similar soil where no clover
was sown, the treatment being the same.
The low price of clover seed at the
present time may well be taken advant-
age of by farmers, and liberal seeding
should be the rule. It will pay well to
sow clover with all grain crops, even if
it has to be plowed down next fall, since
the clover seed can be sown with the
grain without extra labor, and the cost of
growing it is only that of the seed, which
at present prices is only about 75 cents
per acre. It will furnish some pasture
for stock, and will more than pay for
itself as a fertilizer when plowed down.
We are aware of the discouragements
met with in some districts from Fepeated
failures to secure a cat”’, of seeds, but
the dootrine of ““%,,] persoverance’’ is in
$his met, 4 gate one to follow, and the
ofuy safe ono, for we cannot afford to
give it up, and we all know that pleasant
rises sometimes await us, when the
heart of the farmer 1s gladdened by the
bloom of the clover and its sweet fra-
grance. It is a harbinger of good times,
an omen of health and thriftiness in the
farm stock, and of a profitable increase
in the quantity and improvement in the
quality of the products of the farm.
Therefore we feel safe in urging the
admonition to sow clover and keep on
sowing it.—London Farmer’s Advocate.

Back-'urrowing Pays,

In plowing clay lands nearly all the
advantagey of under-draining can - be
obtained By back-furrowing into narrow
beds, and by leaving a strip two or three
foet wide between the beds unplowed. It
practically does away with the trouble of
gullying by heavy rains, as there are two
channels instead of one to carry off the
water. No perceptible difference can be
seen in the dead furrows after being put
in with modern improved implements,
and there is a saving of four furrows in
plowing each land or bed—two in the
middle of the bed and two at the dead
furrow. The great advantage of back-
furrowing over level culture when plow-
ing. is done in the fall is that very often
crops can be sown several weeks earlier,
smaking a fine crop and.a good catch of
s, when later sowing would fail.—
irie Farmer.

POOR DOCUMENT

THE FLOWER GARDEN.

A Plan fer an Artistic Flower Bed—Some |

Hints as to How Properly to
Water the Garden.

Many believe that it does no good to
water the flower garden. Asusually done
i is worse than useless,” says S. E. Cad-
wallader in Orange Judd Farmer. In
watering, soak the ground for a depth of
a foot or do not attempt anything, for
wetting only the top results in drawing
the fine feeding roots of the plants to the
surface, where the hot wind and sun
soon dry them out. Do mnot water until
obliged to do so, but keep the surface of
the soil loose and mellow and thus pre-
vent the moisture already in the soil
from evaporating. Of course, sweet peas

' and other moisture-loving plants must be

watered long before the others, buta
great many times it would not be neces-
sary to water at all if the soil were kept
in the right condition. Never water the
seed bed before the young plants start
unless you cover the bed with a cloth to
keop the earth from forming a
crust. It is unwise to sprinkle the seed
bed every day, as many do. If the soil be
dust dry, water after sowing the seeds or
before, then spread a cloth over the
ground, keeping it there until the young
plants start. Uncover at night at first or
on a cloudy day.

During a protracted drouth, one must
water. Do it thoroughly. A good plan
for those who have no windmill, force
pump and hose, but must carry the
water in pails, is to make holes two feet
or more deep with & crowbar, work the
bar back and forth and make the holes
geveral inches in diameter at the top.
Make these holes all around among the
flowers. In watering, fill tho holes, but
do not, pour any water on the surface of
the soil. Keep filling up the holes until
you are sure that the earth around the
Toots of the plants is soaked. Or make
little ditches between the rows of plants
and run the water in these. When water
18 poured on the surface it makes the
ground hard and the hoe should be used

enough is not supplied.

One who has never experimented with
watering plants during a severe drouth
has very little idea how much moisture is
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PLAN OF THE FLOWER BED.
necessary to thoroughly wet the earth all
around the plant. It is useless to wet one
little spot. The surrounding dry earth
will soon absorb all the moisture. The
accompanying illustration is a plan of

wide. In watering it during a drouth I
use a windmill as the power. There is &
force pump at the well and -hose enough
to reach balfway fo the garden, but hav-
ing on hand several long, wooden spoufs
I devised a way of running the water all
the way to the garden. In each bed I
make little channels for the water to run
in and conduct it around over each bed
bettween the rows of flowers. The channels
are near enough together so that the
water seeps through the soil beneath the
surface and soaks the whole bed. To
water one of the smaller beds thoroughly
takes nearly an hour when the mill runs
steadily. The larger beds requirea longer
time, but to water the whole garden re-
quires a full day. Then the flowers grow
better than with a shower, for there is
no hard rain to beat them down and
spoil the blossoms. Another surprising
thing is that they grow out of the dust.
Howeeer dirty they may look when I
begin watering, a few days after they
look fresh and green and scarcely show
dust except on the lower leaves. .

I am frequently asked if I think well
water good for plants. Yes, if they can
get enough of it. That is the reason 80
many think cold well water injurious to
the flowers in the garden. They do not
give enough of it. The water in our well
is as cold as the average well water and
my plants thrive with my system of

garden every day. Such a watering as I
have described will last a week in the
hottest, dryest time. The old notion that
hard water is injurious to plants is no$
true, except for a very few plants such
as azaleas. Just give enough when water-
ing the garden without regard to its be-
ing hard or soft.

Eulalia Japonica Zebrina.
A very remarkable and beautiful vari-
ety of a gigantic Japanese grass, easy of

culture and whigh forms elegant clumps
on the lawn or in the Ho:wer garden. As
will he seen by the illustrasion, the

EULALIA JAPONICA ZEBRINA.
variegation' is formed by horizontal bands
at regular intervals across the leaf, in-
stead of lengthwise, as is usually the
case. It is & hardy perennial.

Plowed Up u» Stene Coffia.

At Birkin, near Ferrybridge, England,
the other day a plow came info contact
with a stone coffin covered with a stone
lid and containing human bones. The
coffin is seven feot six inches long, thres
feet wide, and the sides four to five

dnohes thick, It weighs nearly two tons.

or the moisture soon evaporates. But the
most serious objection is that water

one of my gardens. It is 80 feet in |
diameter and the walks are two feet

watering. Of course, I do not water this :

THE MANURE HEAP.

| How te Increase It by Making Use of
Swamp Deposits.

Those who study the reports of Frank
' T, Shutt, M.A., chemist for the Domin-
jon Experimental Farms, will have
noticed in former years’ reports that
many samples of swamp and river mud
from Prince Kdward Island bave been
analyzed by that gentleman, the swamp
mud being reported very valuable for
manure when properly prepared, its chief
value being humus and its contained
nitrogen. tha latter element being ina
non-soluble form, which is not in that
state available for plant food. As these
samples of mud are from thickly popu-
lated, thriving disgricts, long distances
apart, we have thought it advisable, says
London Farmer’s Advocate, to gather.a
little information from those in that
province who have had practical experi-
ence in preparing those muds for use and
have seen the increased crops from the
use of this natural fertilizer.

There are many of our subscribers
whose soil requirements need these facili-
ties for making use of swamp deposits
for increasing their manure heap, who
my find some helpful hints in the follow-
ing statements: i

From a very early period in the farm-
ing operations of that province, the prac-
tice has been to haul large quantities of
swamp mud into the cattle yards, pig
and sheep sheds, and all stab.es where
cattle or other stock are left loose, besides
an extra thickness of the mud under the
manure heap at the stable windows. The
liquid drainage from the cattle manure
has the effect, in a few months, of con-
verting the mud into a quickly-acting,
rioh fertilizer. On many farms hundreds
of loads of manure are added to the sea-
son’s supply in this way at a very small
cost, the labor alone being an item of
expense, for the liquid portion of the
stable manure would have otherwise been
mainly lost.

In later years other practices bave been
adopted by some. One way is to get out
a number of loads of swamp mud in the
winter into a convenient fleld. On top of
the mud stable manure is placed, in the
fmportlon of one load of manure to tWo

oads of mud. Before the regular spring
work of planting and sowing begins, the
entire pile is turned over and mixed,
care being taken that a falr ghare of
stable manure is covered by the mud. In
a very few days active fermentation sets
in, and by the time it is wanted the
entire pile is one homogeneous maAs of
easily-handled manure, quite equal in its
effect in producing crops with an equal
quantity of the best from the stables.

Other farmers use freshly-burned lime
for composting with the mud-pile. In
this case half a- bushel of lime is found
sufficient for each one-horse load of mud
in the pile, the summer or fall being the
most suitable time for lime-composting.
But the result from this class of compost
is very good; some badly-cropped farms,
so poor that renovating by keeping live
stock was impossible, have by its use
been restored to & high state of produc-
tiveness.

We are told that for more than 40 years
farmers in that province have obtained
almost magical results from applications
of lime, either as freshly-burned rock
limestone or mild lime, as found in un-
burnt oyster or mussel-shell mud. Some
of the gentlemen from the Daminion
Experimental Farms sharply er! icise the
practice. One of them, when addressing
a public meeting, when speaking of the

¢mussel mud’—more muscle than brains
in using it.”’ But the chemist, Frank T.
Shutt, M.A., did not talk or write that
way, reserving his opinion till he had an
opportunity to examine the Island soil.
The analysis proved that it was lacking
to an extreme degree in lime, and his
advice to the farmers in that province
tallies exactly with their constant prac-
tice.

BETTER RURAL MAIL SERVICE.

How the Problem Is Solved by the
Travelling Postoffice.

This is the first ‘ ce on wheels’’
established in the world. The idea was
originated by Edwin W. Shriver of West-
minster, Md., last summer, was at once
taken up by the postal authorities at
Washington City, and this first travelling
postoffice began its service on Easter
Monday, April 3, 1899, in charge of Mr.

BRINGING THE POSTOFFICE TO THE FARM-
ER'S DOOR.
Shriver. The picture shows the postoffioé
stopping at & colonial farmhouse that is
ical of the older settlements in Mary-
1land, and delivering the mail to the
family. Any kind of mail matter will
also be received by the postmaster for
mailing, and he also sells postage stamps,
money orders, stamped envelopes and
wrappers, and issues receipts for register-
ed malil.
The accompanying pictures make plain
a new departure that will tend to equal-
ize more nearly the benefits conferred by
the postal service in city and country.
This postal wagon, equipped with all the
essentials of a postoffice and in charge of
a bonded postal clerk, starts from West-
minster (Md.) postoffice at 7 o'clock each

| morning (Sundays and legal holidays ex-

cepted), and follows a prescribed route.
The service began April 3, 1899, and it
takes eight hours for the wagon fto cover
its 80-mile route. There are 358 familles
on this route, ‘‘of whom 200 will this
day receive mail from the wagon,”
writes Edwin R. Shriver, the postal clerk
and originator of the plan, on April 15.
He adds: ““I am already handling an
average of 400 pieces of mail daily and
expect the quantity will increase as peo-
ple use the mails more freely when the
postoffice is brought to their door. Letters
are found in nearly avery collection box
on every trip.’’—Orange Judd Farmer.

— e
Nicholas Hoffman of White township,
Indiana County, Pa., a few days ago
obtained a verdict of $975 against the
township for injuries received by being
thrown from his wagon a piece of bad
road. ‘The road was seven feet wide, but
large rocks projected from either side a
short distance apart. In trying to avoid
one of these, Hoffman drove over the
‘other and was thrown from his wagom.

shell muds, remarked, “Well called.

JACKETS AND CAPES.

Prevailing Fashions In Out of Door
Apparel.

Jackets and capes are both worn and
will continue to be worn for some time.
The jacket does not replkace the cape, be-
cause each has its different uses. The
jacket is for general wear; the cape ac-
companies more elaborate toilets. Short
capes of silk, satin, embroidery, lace, chif-
fon and guipure are seen in all varieties
and colors and are lavishly trimmed. The
more extravagant ones have often a hat
and parasol to match.

The ornamentation of cloth capes con-
gists principally of applications and in-
crustations of cloth and straps, pipings
and folds of cloth or satin. White pre-
dominates among these trimmings, with
attractive results. Two or more shades of
the same color are also employed and.
are always pleasing—for example, dark
brown, light brown and beige or dark
gray and light gray. As for embroidery
upon cloth, it is quister and less elaborate

YOUNG @QIRL’S COSTUME.

than it was last year and 1is used alone or
in combination with lines of stitching or
bands of satin. :

The picture shows a charming odstume
for a girl from 14 to 16 years old. It is of
silver gray satin cloth, the skirt having
two slant circular ruffies around the foot,
bordered with stitohing. The open coat,
which has a short basque, is made with
large horizontal stitched plaits and has a
row of large pearl buttons on each side of
the front. The circular pelerine is bor-
dered with stitching, and there are stitch-
ed cuffs at the wrists of the tight slesves.
The chemisette is of white surah, the cra-
vat of white lace, and a plain linen collar
is worn. The hat of gray straw is trim-
med with a drapery of white tulle and a
fan of lace. JuDIC CHOLLET,

PARASOLS.

They Are Gayly Colored and Riehly
Embroidered.

Parasols are this year less fiuffy than
they have been in previous years, but are
no less costly and elaborate, for frills are
no more expensive than the rich applioa-
tions and embroideries now employed.
The covering is usually of silk or satin
plainly stretched, but covered with in-
crustations of lace or guipureorlace. Em-
broidered moire covers are also seen.
Parasols of plain or embroidered mousse-
line de soie are not by any means entirely
abandoned, however. They are trimmed
with ruches, shirring and lace and are
carried with elaborate costumes. There
are also one ar two bizarre novelties, no-
ticeable because of their oddity, but hard-
1y to be reckoned as a fashionable influ-
ence. Among them may be be mentioned
a parasal covered with a large plaid silk,
having blue and white bars on a straw
ground. In the middle of each square is

FANCY VEST.

a chou of white mousselins de sale with a
gold button in the center. Another nog-
elty is the circular covering, which is al}
in one piece instead of being cut in breadths
with a seam down each rip. Among plain
parasols are solid colors in rose, cherry,
blue, lilac and green, very attractive
stripes in black or color and white and
small plaids. The last are also employed
for sun umbrellas, which are seen in the
usual reds, blues and browns besides, with
cases to match. - Natural wood handles,
stained green or black, are favorites.

A picture is given of an attractive vest
or plastron to be worn with an open coad
or bolero. The middle plait of white satin
is studded with gold buttons, and on each
side of it 18 a revers of white satin with an
embroidered border falling in eoquilles.
Outside the revens is a ruffle of white
mousseline de soie, and the collar is also
of mousseline de soie. The aravat of black
or colored yelvet is fastened by an orna-
metal . AVpig QROIEL.
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SUMMER FASHIONS.

White Promises to Be the Leading
Favorite.

White continues to enjoy great consid-
eration in the fashionable world. Aside
from the white wash costumes prepared
for summer, toilets of white cloth, wool or |
silk arewell represented. The revers and |
pocket flaps of jackets of light or dark
cloth are aleo frequently white, white
gloves retain their vogue and white trim-
mings in the form of folds, pipings and
applications are lavishly used. White
shirt waists promise to preponderate over
all others during the summer, and al-
though there are many comparatively

CALLING COSTUME.
pmnom-dlawnorpmethmmsom.
which are shirt waists only in shape, being
sometimes gimply a mass of open embroid-
ery in contiguous bands or sepatated by
lines of lace insertion. A favarite means
of introducing a touch of white into the
costume is to wear a plastron of white
silk, cloth or guipure under an open front-
ed bodice.

Two shades of the same color are now
often combinied, and when the plastron is
not white is is frequently another tone of
the color of the gown. Dark and light
shades of brown, green aud blue are thus
used, also gray and black. Qray and
white are always a peculiarly refined and

conjunction, especially when the
gray is of a medium or light tone.

The gown illustrated is of bright red.
cloth. The skirt is eut with a redingote
effect, having a circular flounce which is
extended to form a tablier. - The redingote
portion is bordered with black embroidery.
The bodice consists of three superimposed
boleros, each embroidered with black and
parting over a plastron also embroidered
with black. The sleeves have black em-
broidery at the flaring wrists. The belt of
red grosgrain is fastened with a gold
buckle, and jet buttons ornament the bo-
Jera. The oravat is of white tulle with
black satin ljnes secured by a gold buckle.
The toque of embroidered black straw has
a spray of red azaleas at the side.

JUDIC CHOLLET,

NEW MATERIALS.

Light Goods and Light Colors For
Warm Weather.

The new materials are all light in
weight not merely because they are meant
for warm weather wear, but because the
increasing amount of tissue used in skirts
makes it necessary to diminish heaviness
as much as possible. Thin cloths with a
glossy finish are favorites and are much
used in decided colors and pale tones. Be-
ginning with the tints verging on white,
there are chalk, putty, pale suede and
poarl shades, which are at the very head
and front of fashion and are sufficiently
delicate and unserviceable to pleass the
most expensive fancy. Fineness and bril-
liancy are combined with extreme light-
ness of welght, and the result is charm-

TAFFETA GOWN.

tng. After these tints beige, gray, blues
and violets claim fashionable attention,
and the viclet tones are innumecrable
from the deep Russian shade to lavender
and a pale pinkish lilac. Reds and greens
arc also seen in new shades and will com-
pose some effective gowns.

Satin do bengale, a now fabric, is hav-
ing a decided vogue for entire costumes
and for ologant bodices and is displacing
taffeta, as it lends itself more kindly to
the tucks, puffs and ghirrings demanded
by fashion. Taffeta is Dot abandoned,
however, and bas been brought out in
wider widths and new designs.

The cut shows a costume of sky blue
and white glace taffeta. The plain skirs
1s covered over the hips with guipure em-
broidered with silver, which extends down-
ward in long points. The tight bodice
has a horizontal drapery in front bordered
with a band of embroidered guipure and

athered at the right side under a chou.
ﬁ‘he yoke of embroidered guipure extends
to the waist in a long point at the back.
The olose sleeves are plaited at the top and
have guipure points at the wrists. The
oollar is of white mousseline de soie.
JUDIC CHOLLET.
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FASHION HINTS.

The Preferred Mode In Stationery
and Minor Matters.

Mourning toilots should atways be sim-
ple. Flat trimmings arc preferable, and
for jewelry dull jet or black wood is alome
allowed. A line of white may he worm
at the throat and wrists and inside the
edge of the bonnet.

Some years ago black bats were almost
universally warn, accompanying even the
lightest gowns, but this season there is a
change, and it is not possible to have mil-
linery too gay in color. Pale gray hats
with gray trimming and white bats with
white trimming will go well with any tol-
Jet, but decided colors are apt to be incon-
venient for a woman who cannot afford a
variety of different bats.

_Most stationery now has a cipber. The
oipher is small, at the top on left hamd
upper corner of the street. Light, 20d%
greens, blues, lavenders and grays being
-favorite tints for paper, the cipher is nsu-
ally white, and thero is often a white bae-
der. Light rose pink stationery with the-

CLOTH TOILET.

same white trimmings is also seen, but ¥
Jess elegant. There is white sealing wax

The gown illustrated has a deunble skird
of pearl gray cloth, over whieh is a tunie
ofpearlgrayclothpolntedlnﬁmtandu
the back and bordered with applications
of gray velvet. The bodice, which fits
tightly behing, is slightly gathered a8 the
waist in front and is cut away (o show &
guimpe of plaited white satin deoorated
with silver buttons. The top of the bodice
is edged with gray velvet applications. and
the sleeves are covered with the same‘orna-
mentation. - The gray velvet belt is fas-
tened by a silver buckle. The hat of pearl
gray straw is trimmed with a drapery of
gray tulle and white feathers.

JuDi¢c CBOLLET,

VARIOUS NOTES.

SIilzn For Bodices and Spring He-
giery and Gloves.

The new tiffetas have white or blask
stripes or dots on a colored ground, and
these stripcs and dots are of velves, chenille
or satin and aro an attractive novelty.

It has been announced many times thad
black stockings arecondemned by fashion,
but nevertheless they hold their own and:
are as well worn'if not as universally wore.
as ever. Colored hosiery is much used,
but a large class of elegant women prefer-
black to any other for general wear.

White and pear] gray gloves continue te-
be preferred, although dead white is per-
haps not quite as fashionable as those in-
describable shades which have the effect of
white, but are yet shadowed with a tinge
of color. A suspicion of suede or fawn or
drab is rather more pleasing than abselute:
chalky colorlessness. Theé stitching may-
be dark or light, according to taste.- Im:
fanoy shades of kid yellow appears to pre--
dominate. Glace gloves continue to be-
preferred to suede, perbaps becuuse, light
tints being fashionable, glace kid is mare
convenient. White or pearl suede gloves-
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EVENING GOWN.

oould not be worn in the street more tham
once without becoming soiled to the de-
gree of unsightliness.

The illustration given today shows a |
ball costume of mauve silk. The trained |
skirt has five narrow plaitings around the-
foot. The long tunic, which is rounded
in front and at the back, i8 bordered by a-
deep flounce of white lace headed by a gar-
land of wallflowers in front and by & lit-
tle ruche of silk behind. The lace flounce
is carried up the left side of the tunie in
coquilles. The tight bodice is draped a
one side and has a bretelle of lace at the
other, which is a continuation of the lace
bertha which surrounds the round decol-
letage. 'The plastron iscovered with little
plaitings of mauve silk. The bertha is
headed by a fold of mauve velvet, whiek
forms a knos on the right shoulder, and a
garland of wallflowers is carried from
left ghoulder to the waist in front.
mauve velvet belt is fastened by a jew
buckle, e JUDIC  CHOLLEZ,
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