‘Grim Humor of Wireless (bo-
A gator of Grontoft on Radio

5

b Log of Esthonia.

DEATH AS BUTT
| OF ALL HIS JOKES

Each Detail of Ship's Plight
Supplemented by  Jesting
Comment of Operator,

New York, March 8~—The grim hum-
or of a wireless operator, who laugh-
od at death and flashed striking bits
of wit into the ether as his ship, the
Norweglan steamer Groutoft wallow-
ed and slowly sank during a mid-At-
lantie ! last T day, was
recorded on the radio log of the Dan-
ish steamer Esthonia, arriving today.

Each detatl of the ship’s plight, each
call for aid was supplemented by the
jesting comment of the radio man,
whose identity etill is unknown, He

ked as if he were going on a lark

port, o d of to the of

sen. His Jast message e disjoint-

‘ono, was a series of witticiams—
with death ws the butt of the jokes.
The Bsthonia herself hard hit in the
110 wile gale, made a valiant but un-
socoessful effort to reach the Gront-
oft whiich first’ sent out calls for aid
at 10 o'clock last Thursday morning,
reporting her position as about 700
miles east of Cape Race, The Esthonia
at that timé was 48 miles off the dis-
able Norwegian and steaming in an
opposite direction. Captain Hangs Jer-
genson ordered his ship about and
she steamed slowly toward the Gront-
oft. Meanwhile radio operator Hansen
engaged the operator of the Grontoft
in conversation. The latter sent out
first the foHowing—a stereotyped
irony of the States:

“God pity the poor sailors on a
night kike this.” ‘Then followed a
series of “ha, ha.” {

“And say,” he continued, "the old
maen thinks this calm will be over by
nighffall. We sure need some breeze,”

Sandwiches For Pichic

An hour later an urgemt call for aid
was sent out by the Grontoft, and her
operator jested aguin. “Well, the
steward is making sandwiches for the
life boats. Looks like we were going
¢on a picnic.” Again, a half hour later,
o sent:—*“The old wagon bas a Mst
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EQUIPMENT|

PRI B

Halted by Armed Party in
Dublin—Officer’ in Charge
Wounded.

an armed party halted eight Brit-
{sh soldiers under the charge of a
sergeant at Waterford this evening
and ordered them to put up their
hands.' The eergeant alone did
not -comply, whereupon he was
shot and wounded. The assailants
selzed the rifies and equipment of
the soldiers and decamped.

U. S. SENATE
IN SKIRMISH
OVER TREATY

Four-Power Pacific Pact Starts
Heated Controversy Over
Doings of Arms Parley,

LODGE CHAMPIONS
THE AGREEMENT

Declares If Ratification Is De-
feated It Meant Failure of
the Conference.

‘Washington, March 8.—Friends and
opponents of the Four Power Pacific
Treaty in the Senate met in their
firet general skirmish today at a four
hour stormy session which touched
on virtually every disputed question
of the Arms Conference programme.

Taking the initiative for the ad-
ministration, Senator Lodge, of Mass-

h ts, the R n leader and
& member of the American Arms Con-

purpose” in abrogation of the Anglo
Japanese Alllance, and that if ratifi-
cation was defeated, it meant “fail-
ure of the conferemce.”

Reed  Leads Insurgents.
-Semoerat; - Missour:,

a wo 15 no wés:
for a fellow to be ont in with-
out an wmbrelia.”

“Hold on,” returned the Esthonia’s
wirelest, “we'll be alongside soon.”
The Grontoft did not reply until 40
minutes later. Then:

“We are sinking stern first. The
boats are smashed. Can’t hold out any
longer. The skipper diotated that—he
ought to know—where did I put my
hat—sorry we can’t wait for you,
pressing business elsewhere—,

“§—"

Reed,
replied that, either the Trealy
templated more than the

Republican
[leader, had admitted, or else it was

plece of “‘Interna-
X the natiomal poli-
cles of Brita'n and Japan were such
as to make comtinusnce of the Anglo-
Japanese  Alliance @ real menace to
the United States, t.ho. Missourd Sena-

a “farce,” and a
tional

tor , no pr to ’
in future coitroversy would be worth
the paper it was written on,
The deh

eptually, in
of all the Arms Conference

The BEsthonia’s L/
reply these lines:

‘“What dam of lances brought thee
forth,

‘“To jest at dawn with death?”

But thers was no answer.

Six hours after picking up first call
from the Grontoft the Esthonia reach-
ed har teported position, and though
she cemised about for fowr hours, fafl-
eod to find even & trace of wreckage.

The G ft from ton, New

. and Norfolk was en route for
She had & crew of thirty.

COMPLETE FRE
( STATE GONSTITUTO

Will Not Have Force Until
Approved by the Provis-

ional Government.

ted In

treaties, and resulted in . several
spirited clashes between the leaders
on opposite sides.

HARTLAD FLODDED
BYEARLY FRESHET

"E

jitit

" HOLDING SWAY]|

Lord Carson and Lord High
Chancellor Birkenhead in
Fierce Encounter.

TAUNTS HURLED
AT BRITISH GOV'T

Left Former Faithful Servants
(Irish Constabulary) to
Tender Mercies of Rebels.

London, March 8—The political situ.
ation hag undergone no change today.
The Prime Minister was well enough
to preside over the Cabinet Council,
but not sufticlently recovered to start
for Criccieth tomorrow; his departure
has been deferred until Friday. That
strong party feeling still exists wal
shown today by two incidents, the
first, a fierce encounter between, Lord
Carson, the former Ulster Unionist
leader, and Lord High Chancellor
Birkenhead, in the House of Lords.

Lord Carson taunted the Govern-
ment with having left its former faith-
ful eervants, the Irish Constabulary,
to the tender mercies of thoge who had
been formerly treated as rebels, as
murderers, which he characterized as
“the most abject humiliation for any
country that had ever been wit.
nessed.” . His speech was fall of bit-
terness against the Government's Irish
policy.

Defends Government.

Lord Birkenhead warmly defended
the Government, arguing that am.overs
whelming majority of the English peo-
ple were behind the treaty, and that
this would be shown if the ‘Govern-
ment should still be driven to ascer-
tain from the country whether it was
right or wrong in the policy it had
adopted. He reiterated the contic-
tion that public opinion in Ireland
was consolidating itself behind the
Provisional ‘Government and ‘conclud-
ed by telling Lord Carson-that the
taumts he employed were unworthy
the great position he filled.

The eecond incidefit relates to the

blication of the éor be-
tween Austen Chamberlain and Si
Alexander Leith, chairman of the
central O of - the Nati
Unionist Association. The worrespon-
dence is Interesting, ag showing that
there is #til great friction between
the Government and the Unionist
party concerning the tactics to be
observed at the electien, Leith trying
to hold Chamberlain to an undertaking
that the Coalition Unionist and Lib-
erals shall go to the pollg independ.
ently, and Chambeniain appealing to
Leith to use his great official and
personal influence “to prevent a split,
which {s threatening, not only between
the Allles but in the ranks of our
own party.” T

JURY PRONOUNGES
GROMBIE INSANE

Charged With the Murder of
Twelve Year Old Son Last
October.

Andover, March §—The

d

Ila cold wave, it Dot

n,  March  $—The?
United States Gov nt has de-
clined the invitation to participate
in the Genoa oo Conter-
ence, R
‘The - position.
Government, as set
. communication is d
tion. by the United
general European c Con:
ference is im) § &t this time,
owing to the complete failure of
nations, in the view of
the United States Gov to

& )
the Unity
forth in the
participa-
ja any

]

'CONSERVATIVE
CONVENTION

Plans for National Gathering
to Be Worked Out by
. Cominjttee.

GATHERING TO BE
HELD AT OTTAWA

Party Leaders Confident Plans
Will Be Ready for Meeting
in Fall.

adopt proper measures for remedy-
ing the ravages of war and for in-
suring the' stabilization of their
economic life. i

HE SLUMBERED
PEACEFULLY IN
‘SPOOK’ HOUSE

Nothing Happened to Disturb
the Night’s Repose of New
York Scientist.

CALEDONIA MILLS
PLACED ON MAP

MacDonald House Becomes
Historic With Dr. Prince
and His Little Bells.

Caledonia Mils, N, 8., March 8-—
Nothing untoward marked the sojourn
last night and today of Dr. W. Frank-
Un Prince, director of the American
Institute of Scientific Research and
his party, at the alleged haunted home
stead of Alex MacDonald near here,
from which, in January, the MacDon-
ald ‘family. were driven by mysterious
fires and other uncafiny happenings,
and from which, also, a detective and
reporter ‘were persuaded to leave in
somewhat, of a hurry Dy slaps and
noises of unknown origin, assisted by
cold feet,

“Dr. Prince appari “spent a rest-

ful night and arose rather late, After
examining the mysterious arrange-
ment of belis that he had rigged up
around his sleeping quarters, he plac-
oéd them in their case with a thought-
ful air and, later, he made a careéful
examination of the house and barn,
studied the mmarks of the mysterious
fires, ang then had a long private in-
teryview with MacDonald, The doctor
was very reticent, and, if his magic
bells told him anything; he was dis-
inclined to discuss it. At times an
expression would come over his face,
as it he had discovered the secret
of some joke cheating half a contin-
ent and imscrutable to poor provin-
clals.

Some of the mneighbors who came
here during the day also had an amus-
ed expression; they were, however,
evidently aunnoyed because the
“spooks” had di the visit-
ors, &nd soggosted that perhaps
spooks did not lke too muvh com-
pany, or were unable to bring their
fireworks along becliuse of the heavy
rain during the night.

d Tuesd ing, Chiet
Justice MdKeown presiding. The
court first considered the case. of the
King vs. Almon Oromble,
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der close watch until
recelved from the Gov-
what further would

of the prisoner, as well|L

OE VALERA CONFERS
WITH THE FAITHFUL

Adopt Resolution Demanding
Dail Reimpose the Trade
Boycott—Discuss Anarchy
Campaign.

Dublin,’ March 8—An official .Siun
Feln announcement, isswed today, says
Hamonn De Valera attended a meeting
yesterday in Belfast of representatives
from Counties Antrim, Down, Armagh,
donderry, Fer h and Tyrone
to discuss the “campaign of anarchy
in Northwest Ulster and the wurder
outrage of Nationalists on sccount of
religion.” Various recommendations
to Sinn Fein headquarters were ad-
opted, and Sinn Fein’s noncecognition
o! the Belfast Parliament wae re-
affirmed, says the announcement. A
resolution was also adopted demanding
that the Dafl Eireann re-impose the
trade boycott.

A e——
BURIED IN CAVE IN

Springhill, N. 8, March 5—Kay
Jones, an employee at No. 2 mine
here, is gead, as a result'of & cave
in when dfggting out & hole for a prop

'u the 5400 foot level.

B
VOTE FOR STRIKE
Birmingham, Ala., March S—Mem-

|bers of the United Mine Workers of
America in the Alsbama field known

pecial to The
Ottawa, March 8—Plans for the
national convention of the Liberal-
Conservative party will be worked out

| with all possible speed and the gath-

ering held this coming summer, if
possible. Details of the convention
have been left to committees from
the various Provinces, the committees
to be selected immeadiately by the can-
didates in the last election, and to
work in co-operation with each other
and with the assistance of a conven-
tion manager who will shortly be sp-
pointed. The convention will meet in
Ottawa, and will be the first of its
kind ever held by the Conservative
Party, The object of the convention
will be:

1. The confirmation of Mr)>
Meighen in the party leadership
by duly accredited delegates from
every Province in the Dominion,

3. The discussion of vital ne-
tional.questions and the adoption
of policies designed to aid in iaeir
solution.

3. Reaffirmation by the Party
of its faith in the historic prin-
ciples which have guided it n tue
past, and whch have contributed
80 largely to the up-building ot
the Dominion, And

4. Adoption of a scheme of
organization and propoganda cal-
culated to restore Conservatism to
its fgrmer dominant place in the
politics of the nation.

The task of planning, organizing,
supervising and carrying out such a
convention is a tremendous one and
the greatest energy will have to be
shown to bring it about this year. The
party leaders here are confident, how-
ever, that with the enthusiasm mani-
fested at this week’s caucus properly
guided, it will be possible ta have the
Convention im the early fall,

Meanwhile Mr. Meighen has hecome
the leader of the official Opposition.
Mr. Crerar, who hecause of the fact
that he heads the second largest group
in the House, could have had the
position, today declined the responsi-
bility, and when.Parliament met this
afternoon, Mr. Meighen and his party
took their seats on the Opposition
benches, the Progressves retaining
the seats which they used last year,
and overflowing well up into the
centre of the chambr.

Love Feast.

Today's opening session was solely
for the election of a Speaker, and -vas,
to some extent, in the nature of a
love feast. Mr. Meighen, however,
with just a flash of the fighting spirit
which dn pre-premiership days made
him the terror of foes, gave Mr. King
a \hint of what he may expect whel'
with gpore than a touch of frony, he
asked the Prime Mimster how it was
that he had announced Mr. Lemieux as
Speaker of the last Parllament, Mr.
he must have knmown thdt the choice
was one for Parliament. * The ex-Pre.
mier also wanted to know way Mr,
King bad broken a timehonored pre-
cedent in passing over the Depuiy-
Speaker of the last Parliament, M.
George Boivin. I was a pemetrating
criticism, for the House well knmew
that Mr. Boivin was thrown overboard
because, once upon & time, he had

dared tQ megotiate with Mr. Meighen|

about eatering his Cabinet, and My,
King remained wisely silent. 4

Apart from this, Mr. Lemieux’s gle-
vation to the Speakership brouzht
unanimous satisfaction. Mr. Meighen
joined with the' Prime Ministor and
Mr, Crerar in lauding s personal
qualifications, and the new Speaker
replied with a little speech of great
power and beauty that greatly moved
the House

The new House, viewed from the
Press Gallery, is not particularly im-
posing. The Conservative ranks have
been thinned of some of their ablest
and most experienced parliamentari-
ane, and there is something very ama.
teurish looking about the Progressives;
A great debate from such a House
would be more than a surprise.

———t

Mediation Finds Task Im-
possible to Accomplish,

Providence, March &—l"m' the sec-

PITCMED BATTLES
Genod, March 8—Tension betw

Shopa in Quest of Food.

D have
wrecked houses, shops and public
bulldings and carried off all the
food they could find.

FINAL ATTACK
MADE AGAINST
THE IRISH BILL

Passed Its Third Reading in
House of Commons by
Vote of 295 to 52.

GOV’T’S ATTITUDE
/ DECLARED ABSURD

Barrier Between System of
Free State and Republican
Called Frail and Flimsy.

London, March 8—The Irish Free
State bill passed itg third readng n
the House of Commons by a vote of
295 to 52. The report stage was com-
pleted without any amendment, the
only interesting point being the :ize
of the Irish army. Winston Churchill,
Secretary for tle Colonies, expliined
that the treaty allowed of considerahle
latitude in~this matter, but the army
would probably beshetween 20,000 and
30,000 men, and it Ulster continued
out, the quota of the Free State would
be reduced proportionately,

On the motion for the third read'ng
the “die-hards,” in the person of Ron-
ald McNeill, made a final attack by
moving rejection, of the bill, Mr,
McNeill's speech followed the usual
dines of the Ulsterite attack. He
argued that.the harvier separating the
Free Statp system from the Republi-
can system -was extremely frail and
fiimsy. He declared that the att‘tude
of the Government was absurd, be-
cause with the British troops with-
drawn and under the conditivas pre-
vailing, en Irish Republic would mo
sooner be proclaimed than it would
be saccepted by the British Govern-
ment.

Mr. Churchill warmly iepudiated
this, but Mr. McNeill repeated thai if
Mr. Churchill, whom he doscribed as
“the Right Honorable Die Hard,” did
oppose such a proceeding he would
stand alone.

William Redmond declared ihat the
only proper courpg for Ulster was to
come into the Fres BState. Mr.
Churchill then briefly wound up the
debate. They must not look at the
settloment, he said, as ideal, but in re.
lation to the possible alternative. He
appealed to the House not to despair
too soon or lose heart and faith in the
long and vexing journey #n which
they must persevere.

FINGER PRINTS FOUND
DN THE BABYS THRONT

Murdef  Charge  Preferred
Against Father of Five
Months Old Child. ..

Montreal, March 8—Tie fivemonth:
old *child of Louis Guillenette, which
was suffocated while'sleeping with its
father on a sofa on the night of Feb-
ruary 23, bore marks of fingér nails
on both sides of its throat, according
to Dr. Derome, morgue surgeon, who
testified at the Enquets of the murder
charge preferred againet Guillemette
this morning. Dr, Derome, guestioned
by Lounis Gendron, counsel for sccus-
ed, admitted that the marks might
bavasbeefi caused by the ekild itself.
Ded;. he said, was due to suffoca-
tion. Investigator Pusie, of the cor-
oner'’s: court, produced bloodstained
plllowelips and clothing, which, he
testified, he had found in Guillemette's
home. According to' the story told by
the sccused, he had laid down beside
his sleeping child.and did not swak-
en until late the next morning. It was

then that he discovered the baby was,
|

dead.

MONTREAL EXPECTS
BUSY PORT SEASON

with
Every Awvailable Foot of

TAKEN TO TASK
BY HON. MEIGHEN

Declares Premier King ana
Followers Usurped the Func-
tions of Parliament.

SPEAKER ANNOUNCED
WITH NEW CABINE1

Hon. Rudolphe Lemieux Elect:
ed Speaker of House by
Acclamation — Formal

Opening Today.

Ottawa, March 8.—The first session
of the Fourteenth Parliament of Can
ada opened today, with the awearing
in of members and the eigning of
the roll. On the first item of busi
ness of the Commons, the eleotion of
Hon. Rodolphe L A ber gor
Gaspe, as 8 , the Gov
:‘v: taksn to task milb‘y the leader of
PPOs) 2

> ition, Hon, Artbur

The Government, sald Mr. Meighen,
had taken unto itself the fumctions
of Parliament. It was the right ot
Parliament, and not of the ent
or the Prime Minister, to say who
should be Speaker. Yet, on the day
the new Calbinet was announced, the
Prime 'Minister had also announced
that Hon. Rodolphe Lemieux would be
the new Speaker of the House of Com-
quons. Mr. Meighen agreed with all
that the Prime Minister had paid
with regard to the qualifications of
Mr. Lemieux for the position of
Speaker.

Departed From Custom.

The leader of the Opposition alsc
critisized the Government for depart-
ing from the custom of promoting
the Deputy Speaker to the rank of
Speaker, This practise. had . beem
followed for years past, but the pres-
ent Government had seen fit to depart
from it, despite the fact that George
Boivin, member for Shefford, had all
the qualifications necessary ‘amd, in
addition, had served with such satis-
faction as Deputy Speaker that the
choice of him as Speaker would have
given eminent satistaction.

The Prime Minister and Hon, T,
A. Crerar leader of the Progressives,
voiced appreciation of Hon. Mr.
Lemieux in respect to hig lengthy
parliamentary experience and  his
qualifications for. the position ot
Speaker.. Mr. Crerar caused an out
burst of laughter when he prefaced
his remarks by stating that he spoke
“for this dilapideted annex of the
Liberal panty,” a phrase which had
been used last year by Rt Hom. Mr.
Meighen in referring to Mr, Crerar
and his followers,

Elected by Acclamation

Mr. Lemieux was declared elected
by acclamation, and, taking the chair,
he expressed his gratification of the
honor which had heen conferred upon
him and said it would be his pleasure
to serve the House, not as a party
‘man, but as a servant of Parliament
and of the country,

Before adjournment, Mr, Meighen
sald he had received a copy of the
report of the conference of Premiers
of the Empire held in London. The
House would expect him to make a
stat but the fon he
had received was marked “secret.”
He asked that the Prime Minister
secure from the Prime Minister of
Great Britain the lberty of reference
to the report o far as possible. The
Leader of the Opposition diso asked
for the tabling of the order-in-council
regarding the transfer of fishery
rights in the Province of Quebec.

The members of the Commons were
sworn. in at 11 o’clock this morning
and at 8 o'clock they were summoned
to. the Senate to meet the Deputy
‘Governor-General. There they were
informed that His Excellency: “did
not see fit to declare the cause of
suymmoning - Parliament” unt{l the
Commons had elected a Speaker.
The Commons then returned for the
election of their Speaker, and the

: afterwards ad-
journ’ until Monday afternoom when
the speeches of the mover and sec-
onder of ¢lie address in reply will
delivered.

(Continued on page 2)

ST, 51570 BAEAKS
FAO 1Y PRSON

the heavy ice fleld off the N
lsnd coast. Provisions




