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. Originality ¢f the Charaoter of Christ.
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We pasa now to consider the witness of
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So soom as there are Wﬂm
swubscribers to the - Messenger and
Visitor, there will be reduced to
$1.50°505 inihi,.- 00 3 100/

Providin M.s'm l -
are padd i befons | the end . of 1885,
all old subscribers who shall have sent
nMMM of $2.00 for
1885 before the end of May, and all
wmmwmm
who pay tn advance,” :\dlbeawui
with payment for fifleenmonths from
mmhmm:»-
stead of for twelve.
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the mumber required 1o secure our
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All new subscriber’s from ki date.
shall have the Messenger’ tind Visilor
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this px toiteelf, and  this will be
best ween by considering its relation o the
corfemporary world around it. "At the
time when Christianity came upon the
soene the warld was mentally divided into
two sections~~the Jew and the Gentile. In
the mouth of &n Taraelite the names’ denoted

nlmngwt térmy their conviction that ‘e
portralt of the madtor’ was above its Jewish
delineators. Steanss himsel! scem lattor-
ly % have had this truth forced upon him.
In his Yater “ Life of Jesas,” intended for
the German people, he' appedrs 0 have
found that the chasacter of the founder
himself waa precisely that element whioh
could not be'resolved into the legendary
expectations of ‘the Jewish nation, and
therefore he in forced to seck for that

h & source outdide of Judaism, He

no more than & diffy of ionality,
but we now sce that they involved a
difference of intellectual stand-poiat. Let
us first brigfly observe the relation whick
the gharacter of Christ presests to the
nature of Judaism, The mental charac-
terintio of Judaisin was in its one-sidedness.
OF wll systems that ever exidted it was
perhaps the least mpnblc of ecl«:ucum

says fhat the nature of Christ containe two
elements, the one Judaic snd the other
Gentile ; the former derived froi birth and
education; the latter the product of natural
disposition 7 the former holding him to the
institutions of the past, the latter impelling
him onward info sympathy with the claims
of the future. JIn this statement.  there is

Aslong, ws- it an i

| existenoe it was unable to mnlemplm

more than one side of an idea. Tta earn-

esthoss 'was the earnchtness of fanaticism,

its moverence for truth was . the reverenod
for a possession which it belioved to be ex-

clusively its own. Yet it was from this in.

already d one-half of the argument
against the mythical theory. If the natural
instineta of Judaism are unmable to explain
the existence of Christ’s portraiture, the
natwal instinets of Juadism must . have
been unable td oreste that portraiture.
In adinitting the originality of, Christ's

telléetually narrow soil that there d
| the most many-sided. conoeption which has
ever proceeded from any age of history
From the heart of a people whose notion
| of absolute truth was the idea of & truth
absolutely ‘committed to one nation, there
| came focth n life, or the conception &f &
life, whose ‘distinguishing feature waa ita
cosmopolitaniam, and whose  leading
chamcteristic was ita eapacity for amimila-
If wo open the New Testament
narmative without any dogmatic bine; if we
approach it merely as spectators and in
4 the absence of all individua! interests, we
shall find thet on such & purely human
l view we are breught stonce into eontact
with what may be called & human anomaly,
Wao are confronted by s portraiture whose
vlhlincliun itis to combine in highest forgn
all other distinctions, whose soparation
from the rést of humanity is its ability to
unite those elementa whose division has
been the ground of separation. The life of
Christ, as recorded in the Evangelists, is &
life which roachés ita unity by assimilation
of contrary elements. We have the stater
ment of & supernatural birth and of - con-
tinued supernatural sustenanoe side by side
with the natural growth and devel

tion.

h with ref to the Jewish
nation, Strauss has vigually admitted that
the Jewish nation of itself could neither
have imagined nor constructed the central
figure of the Christian history. He has
virgually arrived nt the conclusion that if

fishetmen of Galileo were the origh
nators of this sublime conception; they,
must have originated it, not by reason of
their Judaism, but in spite of their Juda®
im ; not booause they were fishermen of
Galilee, but because they had transcended
the limita of all Palestine ; not because
they .were imbued with the legendary
spirit of their nation, but because they had
caught » breath of that Gentile atmosphere
which wan everywhere diffased - around
them.

Turn we, then, o this other side of the
question. - Judaiam, in the judgment of
the mythical theory itself, bas been pro-
nounced inadequate o woccomat for the

tion;of the Christian p and
the mythical theory has fallen bagk on the
support of the Gentile element. Butis the
Gentile eloment more ndequate than the
Jewish 1 Does'sho partrait of Christ, as we
now hohnld u' prosent any real shalogy te
the of heathendom T The

of & humnn woul. 'We have the prum-l
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witneseed & tn-h ontrage’ npon the Tndians
The Bioux Indians hgve & htpnnr
¥in,
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whites have been looking upon “this dand
with covelons eyes, and have sttempted to
overreach the Indians by negotintions
Failingyinthis, ;segretary Teller, gs about
the act biforé Handing over his office
to. his successar, signed an executive order
which opens about half the Tadian lands

40 while pettlemiing ' On th day after thil
order ¥rés published, 2008 stifers byrut in
upon the s, and beien ‘to fake up

all unimproved land. The treatment of
the Indiana ix the durkest stain wpon the
garments of the United States.  For & nas
tion, whish /contains s0 many christian
men to be guilty of such robbery i & dis-
grace. - Jt. il‘nly, becanse the ohristian
sentiment of the land does not make itself
felt, that sucli things ean cbpur.

~Tate ' Praven~“Thosw who' pray |
1a0st in their closeta rally muke short
prayoers in |mhhc ow #hort the publi-
can'y prayer was! And the Byro-phenician
woman's was ahorter still—+Lond, help
me!” She went right o the mark, she

it what she wanted. < If you_ go through |
ﬁm Sefiptured, M will find that the pray- |
era that brought immediate answers were
generally brief. Let our prayers be to the

W telling God whet we want."-~
). b Moody,

Yet, this ia trae ; many men make long

lmhpnu they have  first to mv.
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jon with the mystical solitudes of
the wilderneas. - We  have the logical
acuteness which can detect the subtletion
of Pharisalc sophistry in striet combina-
tion with that intuitional child-life whioh
neos the kingdom of Gok: We have that
rare capacity of wporal sympathy which
can 8t onoe turn aside from rejoicily with
the joyful to find an equal power in sorrow-
ing with the sad. We have the vast out
look which esn contemplate the end of all
things, immedintely suocecded by that
minute particularity which cait diotate the
precepta for the hour.. We have the life
which at ofie moment ¥eems &t home amil
| the crowd, and which the next appears to
have reached its idval in solitude, His all
abeorbing desire, is the - spiritual elevation
of humanity, yet he surpasses’ all philan-
thropists in his provision for the daily
temporal wants of men.  He is boundlessly
tolerant ; he forbids not the gooed work of
those who are working from. am inferior
motive to that of his personal service.
Yet he diuplays something which in sach
minds ia rarely to be found-—a tolerance
even for intolerance ; he will not suffor thie
fire from heaven to descend ‘upon the
| villags of Samaria which, " through the
force of religious bigotry, hns closed jta
gates against him. He s pervnded wi
the love of purity, yet he cluims a lopuvr
power of extending forgiveness to the im-
| pure, and exemplifies that power in
werign. of i whose w o in

hernen of all nations, a8 embodied in their |
works of fietion, will be found to be simply
the expression of the mational ides. s the
portrait of Christ the expression of the
hesthen ideal ¥ Thatis the guestion 0
which the subject narrows iteelf.  The first
poiut of inquiry is, What are the ideals of
heathendom T As they sppear chn:r
nologically on the page of histary, thy
may, we think, be rednced to four—phys-
ical strength, intellectnal power, wsthetio
culture, and regal majesty. Tt us glance
at each of thewe. :

The enrlieat historical ideal of heathens
dom is the worship of Physical strength
it finds its peouliar spheré in the Asiatio
contifient. Mr. Buckle, in his “ History
of European Civilization,” has mentally
divided the human race ‘into two great|
sections ! in one, man has power over nas
| ture; in the other nature has power over
man; the former is the charaoteristio of
Europe, the Intter of Asis.  We believe
the distinotion to be ot once Historical and
philosophioal. As we survey the great
systems of Asiatic  worship we are. im-
preseed beyond all othier things with “the
conviotion that we are in the presence of &
life where the aspect of nature is more
sreverenced than the movement of mind,
where the individual sinks into insignifi-
canoe in the contemplation of an owtward
universe, whose vast extont and change-|
less duration contrast so painfully with the '
rrulty of his human years. We beliove it |
wu this conviction which originated the’

| never brokan.. The: conception, in short,
| which the delineation of Christ's.character
| introduced into the world is that idea
which Paul has felicitonsly expressed in
the words “ He that iw spiritnal judgeth all
things.® It in the conception, of a spirit-
wality which, just becunae it iv the highest
| type of life, comprehonds within itself all
| the lowes forms of exiatence i whick, be-
| caume it issaored includes wleo the socular,
| and beeatse it in bigh stretches down fo the
minute and lowly, This, we say,. is. the
thought which the delineativn of Clirist's
portraityrd has presented to the world, and
which hes lonjf-since become (he world’s

| posseanion, Yot we must not forget that this

thought was ot wlways commonplace §

[ lonst of all must we forgo that it 'u

foreign o the natioh which prodused it. Tt
was of all other thoughts that most re

mote from the Jewih -l-l: and ‘ when |

heminical trinity. ' Men Jooked upon e
proceas of vegetation as a continuous eip
ofe of birth, gro and « decay, in ordes
to be born again, snd they gave w0 each
step of thé process the name of Brahming]
Vishnu, and Shive. To the philo
minde of Indis, these names came,
less to have a more spiritual  signif
but to the muloﬂhvwoplt their o
l"lk‘bmnwd ‘Nor, if we 0o
the madred of the Hindus, afe W
less impressed with the Asiatic
for the  cloments of
Perliaps in nothing does this dﬂll
Lprominently appear than in the ¢
0 jndulge i nunerioal caloulations. |
we read the *Vedas” we are absol
palled by the vestuness of the dil
and the enormous length of dur

tion of the nothingness of human life
Man beheld ndture in its  most, powerful
and gigantic aspectd, and - therefore to lim
tho physically powerful and the perme-
nently ehangeless became ' (he ideal of pét
fetion.  The outward universe appeared
invaluprable hy time, and it was therefore
an object of reverence. . The individual
life was trapsitory and fading, sod it was
therefore an object of contempt. Hence,
in the Asiatic view, it beeate the religious
duty of the individual to yield up hin petty
being to the abiding life ofnature, to de
sire no life but its life, no immortality but
that hioh it enjoyed, It was this beljef,
ined in Brahmini which
ultimately broke forth with sueh . startling
power in the oreed of Gautama Haddha,
That creed, apparently the inculeation of

1

& spiritaal sacrifice, was in reality s hom-
age paid to the power of nature, The indi-
vidual was enjoined to offer wp his indic
Viduality ; but why *  Not because un-
selfishness. in itself was noble, but beonuse
individuality in itself was worthless. Man's
highoat 1ife was the loss of his personality,
for in the loss of that personality he be-
oame & part of the great univesse from
whiol he had emerged, ngd from which it
had been his misery ever to have separat-
edi Ho was unhappy becausé he had
#triven 1o live.in independent personality »
be must contiaue to be unhappy as long ax
he continued to desire ok porsonality |
if he would find rest, if he would atiain to
freedom from care and.sorrow, he must
obtain freedom from the sense of individual
existénoe, und give back the “slaments of
hia being into union with the " glemonts of
nature,  Such is the religious ideal of
Buddhism, such for the most part, in the
religious ideal of the Asiatic mind. 1t in
the worship of thie Parsco ita fall force
was broken,—ir then, for the fest ‘tme,
men began 1o discover Uget nature was not
altogether beautiful, and lhl she enclosed

ents and publio Jeofitres, had al-
dy enlisted the money snd lnfluence of
indulgent futher, and waa explaining
hkwork and the noed of money
them odt, in the presencs of an
of her tather's, a retived sea cap-
0/ with hearty genevosity . said,
iy eall upon - me to the half of my
T want nshare in this work,”
versation turnerl upon the new

to my docount on the other side.”
he offered to educate one of
hm,who came under his no-

“You see,” he ssid, “Pm throwing
G Yallast. T don't watit 10 be encumber-
wd when I reach tho shore.”

hmuu-hpﬂ' In it well for
mah or womdn to die “encam-
v\lhnth "which as God's stewards,

 should bave used for the, advance-
0 his kingdom, and the: ministra-
of begevolence ? Mym many

very last’ moment of  lifa T, Lega
and bequesta of large summs-tb be paid

death'of the testatr’ e the rule
tan'the exception, yet we honndy
that “throwing out, ballast,” giving
Iivnu(, would li'hldw A man ‘e
ab well an his ility
cares. - Bupecially ipive 1 that
'men and women, -ml and
lnmn- wealth, are_content even
of port” 1o dole out a com-

m to the gress m
for their object the conquering

poper i an item stating that s cer
Charlotiew—, after leavisg $395,000
hmhwﬂ')ﬂhm
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K and Nold on to their possessions un- e

*-«H 10, Chyrist, In, g« vecent relic

| place of the Most High &

larger jon agd how overflowing
would be the treasuries of all benevolent
organizations.

fund to meet deficiencies, no appalling debt |

No pleading for a special

per the work.
sent pressing ob
Foreign Mission Boards, can lielp wishing
that many of our over-rieh=Baptiste would |
follow the old ospiain’s

Wheo that reads of the pre-

ligations of our Home and |

exsmple and

“throw out ballest”. just now EK-P
in Bap. Weekly

s Wo shall Soe Him.

There are. thousands on . Gousainls  of
e who walk the carth, and wany thou-

vands more who sloap within its bosom, in
whose hearti has buened o desire 1) see
their Saviour's facy
tisna bave loved an unseen  Saviour, fol,
lowed s uoseen Lewder, (rueted in an un-
soent Deliverer, worshippal an unseen
Lond. “Whisn baviug not seen ye love, |
sod jn whom thongh now:ye sec him not,
yot belioving, ye rejoioe with joy nuspeak-
able and full pf glory.”  They bave not
believed becanse they have seen, but they
have that blessing which is pronounced om
tliowe who have aot seen  and yet have be-
linved.

“They have scanned with strange curiosity

porsonal
who ls dearest 1o their hearts.  Thua they
know hive wot sfter the flesh, but he
Images to them the .lon of the invisible
Ghod.

I is not & vain mmum that Téwd
Ohristians to desire” 10 wee their Lord
TheirYoving gratitude causes them 10 long
10 bebold the face that was marred aod
#pit upon, the -brow thet wie wreathed
with thoras, the form that was plerced and
totn and manghed for their sinn.. And
they have a strong swsurance (hat at last
their desire shall be granted. *“They shall
see hie faoe, and his name shall be in
their foreheads.” They shall be like hin,
for they “shall seo him as he in.” Thelr
“ayww shall see ihe King in his besuty
(hey shall behold him whom their. souls
have Joved with anuttered and’ ubterable
desire.

And, when that beatifio - vision shall
salute our eyes we shall have Jooked our
lust ook on sorrows, and afffiotions, and
foos; we shall have -witnessed the last
parting, and we shall have beheld the last
deathbed scene ; wo shall have gased on
the lust grave, and have read the last
monumental inscription. Henceforth our
eyes shall be turned to brighter acenes; in
gasing on him in his glory we shall be
like him, for we shall see him as' he is,
and shdll be satisfied when we awake in
his likeness.

Threre we shall vec his face,

And-never, never
There from the rive #’:)l AT
Drink endless pleasures in
—H. L. Hastings,in Wovkiag and Wait-

Hidden and Safe.
One merning o teacher went tw the
school-roon: and found many vacant seats.
Two little children lay at their homes cold

[ in death, and others ‘vory sick. A fatal

disese had entered the village, and the
few childwen present that morning at
school, gathered round the . teacher and
said, “Oh; what shall we do? ‘Do you think
we shall be sick and die too t*

She gently touched the bell as s signal
for silence, and obseryed, ¢ Children, you
sre all afraid of this terrible disease and
mourn the death of your dear little friends,
and you fear you may be taken also. I
know of only one way to escape, and that
is 1o hide.”

The childret were bewildered, and the
teacher wenton; “1 will zead t0 you
abont the hiding places” and read Psalny
xei,, 1103 “ He that dwelleth in the sacret
1 abide n&

each yoar to dishearten workers and ham- { % escape hell thanto

For centuries Chrie- |

be maved unless you werp baptized, would

you not end all doubt by being immersed ?
Be thoroughly candid and honest i oo
| ridering this ; -and  thoughttully inquire

whether it in right for you to be mose eajger
| obey the Saviour.
Central Baptist i

The |mqurmq niry for a Christian te

| ke fe-not, * What must [ do 4o osiape
punishment 1" bt rather this, * What can
1-do to please God 7 or this, . What has
God commanded 7
We happen 1 khow of a case’ whore n .
Baptist minister said to o Padobiptist lady.
Madam, if your salvation - depended  on
your baptism, would vou be" sagiatied with
sprinkling 2 The luly beenme o Baptist.
Index
-Lat etery dawn ot morning be to you
| ns the beginning of life, and every setting
{san be o yon-as it close. Then let
| every one of Uieste short lives leave its sure

im il df some kindly thing dane for others,
some goodly strength or knowledge giined
| for yonrselves. So from day to day  fram
| strength (o strength, you shall build up
indeed, by wet, by thaught, and by .just
will, an coolesin of England; of whioh it
shall not be said, * Soe what ‘manner of
| #tones are here,” but “ SBee  what manner
‘Mmen Mo Ruskin, = =

| Buryive Sw~There are some  per-
sons who thimk it much easierto bury &

1

{ oty MMy pushing ap
l-llw‘l Iln 00" brings forth fruit, thirty,
#ixty, and a hundred fold, Sin is not dead
enough to be safely buried, It is like
smounldering flame. It ix like & poisonous
seed ¢ it will work min in ita voncealtvent,
wnd finally break ioto  ungbdliness, sod
destFoyjon cvery hasd.  A.sin needs to be
siragged out of its hiding place, and extir
pated. Hiding it only gives it & frosh
hold.  * Whose covereth his wins shall not
proaper, but he that confessethcand  for
sakoth them shall havo meroy.”

~God never acvepta » good inelination
instead of & good action, where that sction
may be done.  Nay, o much the contrary,
that if a good inclination be not seccnded
by a good aotion, the want of that setion is
made so much the more criminal and
inexcwsable.—South, ©

Tnlthe Beposider, Dr. Maciaren says;
Grrace 1=+ The word monns, first, love in
exercise to those who are below the lover,
or who deserve something olse, Mooping
love that ondescends and patient love that
forgiwen | then, it meaus the gifta which
such love bestows | and then, it means the
effocts of thewo gifts, the beantios of . ohire

ncter and conduet  developed in the e
oeivers.” i
““Shall we have a dinnor on  Habbath

and, invitlag otr friends, enjay the soole!
comforte of the day. of rest 1" Certainly
not.  1f it comen in the way 10 entertsin &
Christian friead, let us do wo, and getting
» blossing from him, give him one. in re-
tura ; but let us save #he day from e
#ecular sooinl commerce that will reb it
of its religiowy impassivences.  Six days
shalt thou Jabor in giting dinners, but the
seventh i the Sabbath of the Lonl thy
God

—Tne Sassare 15"« Savivos Base intg
| which we gather up our resources of phy~
sical and mental swpngth to draw on all
thé week. That wan gives a mortgnge to
disease and denth whe works on thie Sab-

the mertgage will bo fore-closed and “the
soul gjected faom the premises.  Every
gland, every oell, every globule, every fine
gernail, ery ont: “Remember the Sabhath
day tokeep itholy ™

—+Tae Samsarn w Bosixess.—A London
Banker says: “1 came to London thirty
years ago, and I have had a great deal’se
observafion and’T have noticed that the
bankers who went to their = places of bemi-
ness on the Babbath, and attended to afaire
nnd settled up their sccounts, failed, and
without one exception.” A Hoston mer-
chant saye: I have observed & lou;
while, and bave neticed when"out ou the
Long Wharf, merchanta kept their men
busy Joading vessels on Sunday sad st
work from morning until pight on the
mored day—I notieed all these merchanta
came to nothing? *“Gentlemen,” said o
merchant slthough he ia & mah of the
world—*gestiemen, it don't pay o -ut
o s-hyh&.

bath, and at tie most unexpected mothest -

-
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who only let go their grasp of their trea
sure on earth when they can no
hold it. They make a will, and pe were &
themselves that their duty is done; they might yeu
leave to the Lord's cause what is no Jonger | would ck and die?
any value to themselves, iwnd  hat  they No, my dear, | trast n
cannot oaery into another workd x r 8 moment wita

And how otten it huppens that the spirit | wonde lighted up as she
of the will fails to be carried ” out by the | said, *“ Ok, T know, you ‘wre . Nidden uoder
exéoutors; the will is coutested and litige- | God's wings.  Whata nice plage: (@ hide?”
tion delays the henefits intended, if indeed | Yos, this is the only trae hiding . pliee
1t does not use up a considerable portion of | for old, for yguny, for rich, tot  pooi~—all.
the bequest. ~ “Give while yon live, Do asiy of you know of n safer or  botter ?
certainly the bettyr and. more »n-r‘\xzutul | Old and Youny
way, and it this_were done conscieggiously ——
and sccording 0 the prosperity of individ- Wt Por.—To s Padobepitt hither
ual Christians, how #mooth would be the | g, pp0ce you were to bepom® deeply  and
way of our denominational sovieties (o }(h--mughn convincesd tllat you conld not

sin than o repent of Buuti:un!';hli A




