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Sr. PETERS BOTE, | uummm thtm;m Nms, m

For Her Children Sake
A MOTHER BRAVING A WILDERNESS

TOLD BY um HON
Orro (. Lutz of Carmer, Sask.
(ConTINUED,)

-
CHarre 14,

A HARD WINTER,

A short time after we had estab-
Yished ourselves in the newly built
log cabin, winter set in with the
fiest snow that stayed and which
s regavded ‘a8 a rule in western
Canada as being the start of
winter.  Most altof the neighbor-
ing wettlers shouldered their rifles
or guns and went in quest of game
which was very plentiful then.
They secured a lot of meat for the
winter.. This, however was not
the ecase with us, Mother would
wot permit me to go out hunting,
elaiming that I-was too young and
wo inexperienced to be trusted
When
Nebraska, my brother had given

with firearms, leaving
us u shotgun, and during the
winter, I was allowed to pop at a
fow 'praivie chickens and rabbits
that had come close up to the
As 1 was only a
mere lad and small for my age the
heavy gun would almost knock
e, over with its kick or fecoil,
when I fired it,

bhouse, or barn.

During tho first few. years the
rabbita were so plentiful that every
elumip of brush or poplars was
overrun with them. One could
veturn in less than an hour after
Jeaving the house with at least a
dogen, er as many as one could
earry on s stick, slung over the
shouldees and the back. I knew
of many a boy and man who
would not squander powder and
shot on rabbits, but would get
Shem cheaper with snares laid by
the scores over their runs, and
when they had finished would
start back to look them over,
when they would take a strangled
mbbit from pretty nearly every
woare. I did not like this method,
as I thought it was more merciful
o the rabbit to give it a quick
death by tire and shot; than to use
this slow and cruel way which I
dbnsequently never used.

Pownrds Christmas there was a
good oot of &now covering the
ground and the temperature had
fn"(‘lll, at times, -to below zero.
The days were getting so short—
in fact there were only 7 to 8
hours of daylight from 8-8.30 a.m.
ull. 3.45-4 p. .
born the

and we had to
lamp for many hours
each duy, unless we preferred to
spend 12 to 15 hours in the wagm,
snug bed. Besides the log cabin
was not the least bit tight to keep
the heat in and the cold out,
though we kept two roaring fires
going all day long. This again
kept we busy all the time during
the short days in sawing the wood
into stove length the while Mary
would carry it into the cabin and
feed it to the stoves.

On Saturdays especially I was
bucking wood all day, so as to
provide a supply for Sunday, for
mother would see to it that none
was cut on the Lord's Day.  Some
days a good imitation blizzard —
the like of. which we had never
soen before
tould not see to the sod barn only
about. 15-20 yards removed from
It was difficult, then,
to do the chores, such us feed the

the. cabin.

cow, calf and chickens, and saw
the wood. -And then thesé snow
storms Wwould last, as.a rule, two
and more days and when the wind
at last would stop and the air
would become once more calm and
elear, the cold would increase
sending the mercury clean out of
sight to 45-50 degrees below zero.
Yet me found, no matter how cold
it was, yjust so that there was no
wind, it was far caSier to stand

this intense cold than the misty

s0ld of southern Nebraska. Colds ter on’ clear ‘told mornings very

was blowing and we|.

.|grand sight to watth the lights |1

upon because of their absence,
One good thing was there were

the way to Rosthern, else wany a
man with his team would hu'v'e
frozen to death, when eaught in
one. of these storms without being
able to find shelter anywhere,
while on the trails to get supplies
from Rosthern. Mother had to
depend on the neighbors to bring

neighbor were in a sort of partner-

snch like work,

flat with a broad ax.
made doors and frames,

back empty, as the tegm was!

dvi[t.ed 12 to 15 feet high. Y

keep the fires burning.

church with the neighbor and on

ered with snow,

direction.

The rays of the sun were mount-
ing higher and higher from their
wintery - slant and his warmth
grew each day. By the 15th of
April the prairie had been uncov-

end of April had arrived!

of transportation.

nothing but water.
to the other.

from each other.

it barely reached over.

winters since.

phacnomenon which we had not|!
seen before, namely' the Northerd
light = aurora borealis. It wasa

flashing across the northern heav-
eus, first heve, then there, then dis-
appearing only to flash still more/

brilliantly again and zigeagging in
streaks ‘of yellow dnd purple colors. |

We witnessed also dunng the win.

and coughs were only commented | distinet and fine mirages of distant

settlers scattered by now all along|ont long white stretches, or lakes,

out our most necessary supplies, tany mail for us. Mr. A. Nenzel, the
afd in return she did much knitt- | postmaster, wds calling the people’s
ing, and for one who was a bach- | atteation to a stack of little news-
elor, she did also his baking and papers which were being distribut-
laundry work, while he lived near |ed as samples. He explained that
us,  Anna’s husband and this!they had come ffom Rosthern and

ship all during winter, logging in Fhthers of thé local monastery.
the bush and keeping busy with|Everybody helped themselves to a
They would fel) | copy, thrusting it into their poeket
a supply of logs and, then, haul |to read at home,
them home with the neighbor’s|and, on reiching home, gave it to
team, when they would hew them | mother:
They also |or title was “St. Peters Bote,” and
When ! it contained such an abundance of
spring came, or when it had be-|interesting reading of Colony and
come a bit warmer, they built|world affairs—mostly of the former
good, flat-walled cabins both for|—stories, letters-and other news,
themselves and for a few other|that weall fell inlove with the
people. Lremember that after an un- | little paper instantly. Mother gave
usually seyere blizzard, they drove | me & dollar—the subseription price
to their logging bush, but came | —the next time I was sent to the
store, to order” the paper.
played out from breaking the trail, | forth it wagwedd aloud ?"/ery week
On the following day they intend- | by Mary or myult “while mother
ed to fetch a load of logs over the andwe children were sitting around
broken trail, but, alas, a wind arose | & bﬂihﬂ}' Mﬂft fire, wjth the
during the night and drifted their | I8mp’s soft rays falling around us.
trail quite shut again; they reported | Those were indéed blessed hours 4|
that they had ,encountered snow | For the time being we forgot /the|
banks on one side of the bush,|lonesomeness and gloominess qf’
our situation.  Since then; over|’
somewhat
ground had become dried up to
some extent, but the sloughs were
pllll brimful,
were again blooming all over, es-
[ pecially the anemones and crocuses
which show their lavender stars
jonly a few brief days above the
prairie surface, being without stem
‘for leaves. -The pussy willows shed

Thus the winter woreslowly toan | fifteen yearshave passed, and times
end and up to April we had burnt | have changed,. but St. Peters Bote
about & dozen loads of dry wood: | —now grown a sturdy youth—has
A few times we had run completely | held ite place amongst the mem-
out of this necessary commodity | bers of Ouff‘!IIﬂY’\ndffom.M
and we were forced to chop a few |of papers, it is always chosen and
green trees close by, in order to|resd first by myself, as T'look upon
At last |ourselves as pals, having grown up
Easter came, April 8, and with |together from the stormy nnd try-
it. mother’s birthday. We went to|ing pioneer days.

the way passed over bare spots of | join in when 1 give expression to
prairie only here and there, as|the hope and sincere wish that the
most of the ground was still cov- | St. Peters Bote may, in years to
After church | come, gontinue to grow-and becoms
there was a little family feast at|more and more influential, ‘ever|The cow and the calf were roaming
our horhe and ‘Anna, her husband, |alert “and watchful, fighting " our
and the gentleman with his two|battles, as it has so loyally done in
sons. whom we knew from having | the
anet them on the train from Ne- |Mast, may St. Peters Bote again be
braska, were invited and present,|able to come to our homes, issued
This man had also made entry |in our mother tongue which is|same’ cow's browsing . activity.
and lived on a homestead close to|sacred to us from the days of in-
the monastery, but in a northern |fancy, and in which we lisped our
first little prayers.

ered but the snow in the bush aud | Rev. Father Mathias taught and
willow clumps still lay many feet | prepared a class of boys and girls
deep. But what a sight, when the | for first Holy Communion.

Each _low | before
place and flat was full and creeks | Mother, therefore, was anxious to
and rivulets flowed from one slough | have me go as soon as possible now
About 50 yards |and had already spoken about this
south of our place flowed a wide|matter to the Father Prior during
stream which cut us and Anng off| the first summer,
I looked for a|the class was formed du!ing the
long log and pushed it across, but |spring, I was sent regulnly to the
No matter | monastery for instructions. These
which way one wanted to go, he|were held, besides on Sundays,
had ‘to wade through water. As|twice during the week. 1 remem:
far as I can judge, we never had{bet that about ond mile westoﬂhe
as much snow in any of the later | monastery there was ‘& ltt“m of
( snowwater, flowing fron

On clear stary nights. during|towards ngmme
winter we could witneds & strange |Stream was wide

landscapes, reflected agaifist. - the
Horizon. One could actually make

‘then hills and forests and opa‘n
prajrie, also, spots and objects that

home of Anqn&her husband on
that day, and they certainly had
prepared 8 faney repast. The

monastery had very kindly given|Garments,
us our breakfast, as some of the
First Communicants weré from a

looked like settlers’ buildings and |great distance.

haystacks,

During the carly part " of spring

One cold Sunday morning, hav- |mother sold the remainifig wagon

ing just come from attending Mass |and the set of harness
still had on hand withogt having

at the monastery, I stopped at the

little store to inquire if there was{any use for it.

were published by the Benedietine

hich she

As the old sod
barn showed signs of falling in,

and a8 our log cabin built in the
greatest haste and with crooked
and bulging out walls, was more
fit' for a barn than for a human
dwelling, mother decided to have
another cabin built of hewn Jogs
with warm and tight walls.

This new house was only 12x12

feet of one room below and a gar-
1 took one also,|ret above, but having a floor this
time. The floor was taken out of
The little paper’s heading the old eabin and used in the new
one, the windows were also made
use of. But mother wanted more
windows in the new cabin, because
her eyesight had suffered greatly
in the dark sod shack and also'in
the old log hut, as there had been
only poor and seanty light. During
the cold winter the single window
was always covered with at least
Hence-an inch oftfrost, admitting scarcely
any light, so that it was quite dark
inside even on days when the sun
shone prightly * outside.
was near;mighted from her child-
hood (days and during these days of
| pioneéring her eyes became so weak
that ‘she ¢onld nd longer read or
write even,

Mother

During May the snow water had
and the

The, wild flowers

Kind reader ! you will certmnly their blossoms and together with

CHAPTER 19,
SPRING AND
RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION

first  year.

the poplars were putting forth their
freshest green. © We HKad planted
some potatoes and & few acres~of
rew breaking were sown to oats.

at large yet and our homestead did
not suffice them, as ‘they grazed
Lastly, but by no means [over several homesteads . besides
ours, while down in Nebraska a
50 foot rope was the limit for.this

Mother had also made a small gar-
den in a few furrows of sod which
the original occupant OF the hoine-
stead had thrown up during the| £
My brother helping ;

mother and us in ever
way and within his power all along;

possible

During the early part of spring |had also sent us by mail a collec-

But, then, we left:
the great day arrived.

When therefore

12 of us who m":

tion of garden seeds, which we
plai together with suclr seeds
If we|as wi
Every- | had stayed in Nebraska, I would
body would have preferred a row- | have made my first Communion in
boat or a canoe to any other means | the year before, as I had been al-
In whatever | ready enrolled by Father Emmanu-
direction one looked he could see|el, our pastor,

on hand slrudy
To be oonﬁ-ud. :
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the Car with'the Half Million Dollar Motor.
The Price is within reach of everybody

; wanting an up-to-date Car. o

WILL GIVE YOU.\A Dﬁ:umnou ANY TIME

Let me‘knuwyoutmquimenu
and I can supply your wants in anything for the Farm.

FARMERS! I have a Portable Granary on exhibit
at my ware house in Humboldt. Double ply lumber and
metal roof. Get my price béfore buying elsewhere,

E.D. LELACHEUR
L e L S S e
THE HUMBOLDT MAGHINE MAN
Mam Street » HUMBOLDT SASK.
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We Havé A Ful Line Of PAINT |

House paint — Implement paint—Floor paint—Wall paint —
Kalsomine~ Floor Varnish—Linoleum Varnish—Floor Wax
~“and all colours of Automobile Paint and Varnish
in fact everything 'to brighten things up and make
them look like new. Call'and seg, n.ndgeteolonrcards.

A full line of Drugs, Chemicals and Patent Medicines.
Mariatt's Gall Stone Curé always on hand, also Ad-ler-i-ka.

 Séhool Books and School Supplies in any Quantity.
ympnnmmmMWMMnmu&mmws

Send us a trial order. lhﬂordcuaspeehlity
Write us in your own language.’

. § Bargarten
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