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Ministerial
Deputation

An Outline of the Represeutation |
Made to the Federal Gov-
ernment at Ottawa.

A Com'prehensive Review of the |
Questions Discussed With
Federal Authorities.

The long looked for report of the depu-
tation to Ottawa was tabled yesterday |
afternoon by the Provincial Secretary.l
The report is a voluminous docket of over E
forty pages and deals exhaustively \\'ith;
the representations made by the min-
isters on behalf of the province. Much
to the disappointment of the .membcr.s,
however, no indication of acquiesence 1u
the proposals is given by the Ottawa
government.

The matters discussed are set out as
follows:

Subjects of Discussion,

1. Chinese and Japanese immigration.

2. The right of the province to a
greater share of the revenues arising out
af the Chinese Immigration Act.

3. The fisheries.

4. The encouragement of ship ‘build-
ing eu the British Columbia coast.

5. Readjustment of the lumber tariff, |
in the interests of the local industry.

6. Fionancial relations of the provimee |
of British Columbia and the Dominion |
of Canada.
7. Co-operation of the Dominien with '
the province in the matter of railway,
development in British Columbia.

8. The settlement of the Songheesl
fodian reserve. {

9. Readjustment of boundaries ofl
Indian reserves in British Columbia. !

10. The right of the province to ad-’
i the

sninister minerals under Indian
reserves,

11. The right of the province to the|
€oreshores, and the minerals under the|
same.

12. The salaries of judges.

13. Amendment of the Naturalization |
Act, to prevent fradulent naturalizatioun
of aliens.

14. The e¢laims of Robert Angus for
compensation for timber seized within
the Dominion railway belt.

16. Claims for compensation ia con-
mection with smallpox quarantine along!
the International boundary line,

And several other matters ef mere
minor import.

Mongolian Question,

The communications between the twe
governments opened on October of last
sear, when Premier Dunsmuir addressed
a loug letter to Sir Wilfrid Laurier, in
which he proposed viciting Ottawa and
gelting out at length a -statement of
scme of the grievances of the province.
L'he Mongolian question is gone into
€ully. The I'remier summarizes his
views as follows:

In my opinion, the ounly satisfactory
way to deal with the whole subject is by
¢he increase of the per capita tax in such
& measure as to surely limit the number
of immigrants, and by enactment of leg-
islation, similar to the Natal Act, to
regulate their employment while in the
country.

Fraudulent Naturalization,

The necessity for amendments to the
WNaturalization Act to prevent further
frauds through improper mnaturalization
of Japanese is also pressed upem Sir
Wilfrid’s attention,

Revenue From Chinese.

Regarding: the province’s share of the
bhead tax, the Premier says:

In this connection, zlso, I desire, on be-
half of the government, to bring again
o the attention of your government the
apportionment of the revenues arising
eut of the operation of the Chinese Im-
migration Act. While only one-quarter
ef the revenue so derived is returned to
the provincial treasury, practically this
province has to suffer the whole of the
evils arising from such ’immigration.
What we beg to propose, and believe to
be our right, is that the moneys remain-
ing over after the expenses of adminis-
tering the act are met should be paid to
this government. The right of the pro-!
vinoo to the present apportionment is, !
K understand,. based upon the material !
¢ffects of Chinese immigration in the
province, and is regarded as a compensa-
tion for resultant local evils. If the
principle of any apportionment at all |
is a right and just one, then the claims |
of the province to the whole of ‘.,he}
revenue is equally obvious, I think that |
is 80 clear as not to admit of argument. |
The numbers of Chinese who find their '
way to Eastern Canada are small, and
the effect on the labor market, in con-
sideration of the largeness of the total
population, is, in the aggregate, so in-
eignificant as not to be appreciable. On
the other hand, our populatien is se
comparatively limited that any influx of
Chinese is felt in a correspondimgly in-!
creased ratio,

Administration of Fisheries,

Regarding the relative fishery rights of
the Federal and provincial govermments,
the Premier says:

Another matter for adjustment is the
administration of our fisheries, and the
apportionment of revenues arising there-
€rom, based on the decision of the Privy
Gouncil. As a matter of fact, the judg-
ment is not sufficiently definite and clear,
and the present status of the question
Points to the advisability of a further
reference to the courts in order te ascer- |
tain more fully the respective limits of
jurisdiction, and the kind of jurisdiction, |
that should be exercised by the reepe(‘t-:
ive governments. We feel that the
mecessity for the development of the fish- |
eries within provincial limits demand |
that the revenues arising out of licenses
should be shared by, if not wholly trans-|
ferred to, the province, For instance, in
1898-1899 the cost of the fisheries was
$8.500, while the revenue from licences
was $46,000. Tt must be conceded that,
very liftle has been done by your govern- !
ment towards the encouragement of the
fishing industry, while the cost of pre-
serving order is borne by, and the re-
g#ponsibility of police protection rests

| with the province.

i bia, and since the
! province has been greatly extended by
{ the recent judgment of the Privy Coun-
| eil referred to, this government feels a

] lation to future development.

i markable development

{ is with excessive contributions to

! Vancouver .... 41

i Chilliwack ..

This is a state of
affairs manifestly unfair, and one which
i hope to see placed on a more satiz-
factory basis, Since the fishing industry
is still n its infaney in British Colum-
jurisdiction of the

very large share of responsibility in re-

Railways.

On this point the letter reads:

We think the form which the co-oper-
ation of the Dominion government should
take is particularly in the direction of
railway development, This is especially
wkat the resources of the province re-
quire, for, as yet, only the rim of the
province has been touched. You are
fully conversant with the advantages
which the construction of an all-rail
route to the Yukon would \afford, and,
with that mainly in view, the province
is anxious to join hands with the Domin-
ion, for, apart from the desirability of
conserving our own tirade for our own
people, such an undertaking would assist
in the development of the whole northern
part of British Columbia, the richnass
of which is being demonstrated daily. It
would also form a link in an internal
system of development yet to be under-
taken. British Columbia is intersected
by a succession of rich mineral belts from
the south to the extreme north. Through-
cut the centre of British Columbia, for
its length, extends a great and compara-
tively level plateau, admirably adapted
for a trunk line of railway, from which
would ultimately radiate branch lines to
the coast through easy passes, every-
where tapping localities capable of re-
and of creating
immense traffic—a wonderful natural sys-
tem of communicatien, of which a
rarallel is not presected in any other
province of the Dominion. Of this
gieat task, the province, burdened as it
the
Dominion treasury, cannot assume the
sole responsibility., Having this mainly
in view, we desire to enter into negotia-
tions with your government for the pur-
pose of arriving at some equitable basis
of mutual effort, and especially with re-
ference to an all-Canadian route to the
Yukon throngh the northern districts of
British Columbia.

The general question of the relations
of the provinces and the Dominion in
respect to railways must also inevitably
come up for review and adjustment, and
the Dominion in respect to railways must
also inevitably come up for review and
adjustment, and the present is, in my
opinion, a most suitable time to arrive at‘r
an understanding. The signs are al-
1eady not wanting of a conflict which, as
the result of an overlapping control, may
some day, if not viry soon, become very
serious. _The superior rights of the
Dominion in respect to jurisdiction and
the exclusive right of eminent domain
j-ossessed by the provinces are, to some
cxtent, irreconcilable, and if it may not
be deemed necessary for that purpose to
amend the “British North America
Act,” at least some definite agreement
should be arrived at in order to obviate
friction and promote mutual interests.
It the several governments of the Dom-
inion were to confer with a view to adopt-
ing a common policy in respect to rail-
ways, a practical and mutually satisfac-
tory solution wouald doubtless be reached.

Following this letter came appendices
giving papers relating to Chinese and
Japanese immigration, fisheries and the
reilway question

The Head Tax.

Regarding this matter the report says:

As is pointed out in the letter ton Sir
Wilfrid, any refund to British Columbia
of the head tax was based, in the fust
instance, on the right of British Colum-
bia to compensation for local evils aris-
ing out of such mmigration, and that,
therefore, logically, as the evil effects of
Chinese immigration were almost wholly
local the province was entitled to if no:
ull of such revenue, the greater portion
of it.

Of late years, frequent resolutions
have been passed hy the '1uuse asking
for a return of three-fourths of sucn
revenue. In this commection a table of
population is submitted showing the rve-
lative populations of Canada and British
Columbia for the different census
periods, and to show how much greater
British Columbia is affected tham the
rest of Canada.

‘The percertage of Chinese in British
Columbia was, therefore, sufficient to
have a very material effect on the labor
market., while in the East it was . in-
finitesimal in its effect.

At the present time, while the Chinese
and Japanese number about 15,000 in a
population of 150,000, there are not more
than 3,000 or 4,000 in Eastern Canada,
in a population of about 5,500,000, and
these do not, to any appreciable extent,
¢nter competition with the whites as
they do in British Columbia. There can,
therefore, be absolutely no question as
to the rights of the province in regard
to the revenue claimed.

The legislature has frequently asked
for three-quarters of the revenue fromn
the Chinese head tax,

Chinese and Japrnese Naturalized in 1900.

Japanecse. Chinese.

38
Naraimo ... 1
New Westminster .. 8

1,083 83
1,083

Total number of Chinese and Jap-
anese naturalized ...............1,160

Co-Operation in Railways,

On this point the Premier writing from
the Russel house, Ottawa, says:

In considering the subject, the peculiar
circumstances and physical conditions by
which the province is surrounded, must
have special cognizance. These may be
enumerated as follows:

(a.) Its remoteness from the populated
centres of Eastern Canada and the seat
of government:

(b.,) Its vast extent, wide distribution
and diversity of resources, and its sparse-
ness of population:

(¢.) Tts rugged exterior and the physi-
cal obstacles to communication and
development,

All these things on the one hand have.
rendered the cost of living greater, and
the problem of development much more

‘years,

difficult, than in the Eastern provinces;
while, on the other hand, the wealth of
natural resources and the potential char-
acter of the population attracted to the
country have had marked results of a
national as well as provincial character.
In other words, under serious disadvan-
tages of a peeuliar kind the province so
handicapped has nevertheless made re-
markable development, with a corre-
sponding influence on the progress of the
whole of the Dominion.

We claim that on account of the very
large per capita contributions of the
province to the Dominion, as compared
with the rest of Canada, it is entitled to
greatly increased recognition in the way
of expenditure on works of public devél-
opment; but even if the ratio of our con-
tributions were not as three to one, as it
is at the present time, the material 1c-
sults to the Dominion arising out of the
greater development of British Columbia
would, as a business arrangement, more
than compensate for the outlay involved
by reason of any comprehensive scheme
‘that might be mutually undertaken by
the two governments.

The problem, therefore, is this:

First, the province is entitled to in-
creased subsidies or -financial assistance
in some form. Second, the direct results
to the Dominion will justify increased
expenditure without in any way increas-
ing the financial burdens of the Dominion
as a whole,

Since 1885, the year in which the com-
pletion of the C. I'. R.-took place, the
1evenues from the province of Britisi
Columbia to the Dominion of Canada
have mord than trebled, and the ordinary
revenues have exceeded the expenditure
by the latter in British Columbia by
$16,310,000, or by an average of over
£1,000,000. per annum. This increase
bas become greater, as is shown by the
sccompanying statement, each year since
1885—the result largely of intrnal rail-
way and mining develcpment.

As the ratio of assistance to be given
by the Dominion of Canada and the pro-
vince of British Columbia, respectively,
to railways in British Columbia, in view
of the contributions by British Columbia
to the Federal treasury, and in view of
the relative benefits derived by the Dom-
inion, as shown by the accompanying
statement, we suggest that such assist-
ance should be in the proportion of two-
thirds to one-third. That is to say, if
the total assistance decided upon be $12,-
000 per mile, the Dominion should pay
of that amount $8,600 a mile and the
province $4,000 a mile; and in that pro-
portion throughout. The necessity for
co-operation on some such definite and
well understocd lines is very evident if
results in the very best interests of the
Dominion and the province are to be ob-
tained. Owing to the peculiar relations
of the province and the Dominion in
respect to railway control and the over-
lapping jurisdiction referred to in my
former letter, there will, without sowe
ceneerted pelicy, always exist danger of
conflict of authority and the lack of
uranimity necessary to carry out railway
enterprises successfully.

I beg to remind you again that the pro-
vince of British Columbia is contributing
at the present time about two million dol-
lers to the Federal treasury in excess of
expenditure. This in ditself would seem
sufficient to entitle the province to re-
ceive very large subsidies for purposes
of development; but, apart from that al-
together, it is not unreasonable to as-
sume that, if the developments suggest- .
ed were carried into effect, within five |
years the population directly resulting
therefrom would be increased fifty thou-
sand. At the present rate of taxation—
which per capita is, roughly $25 per head
—such an increase would augment the
revenue to the Dominion by a million and
a quarter dollars annually, a sum in
itself, together with one-half of the pre-
sent annual net contribution of the pro-
vince to the Federal treasury, more than
sufficient within fifteen years to recoup |
the Dominion for its share of the total |
outlay necessary to build three housand '
niiles of railway.

Financial Relations.

The letters on this subject are very
comprehensive, but extracts will indicate
their general tenor:

Since 1872, the revenue contributed by
British Columbia to the Dominion, up to
July 1st, 1901, will have amounted to,
roundly, $42,000,000. Taking the aver-
age of the population for the three cen-
sus periods, 1871 to 1881; 1881 to 1891:
and 1891 to 1901, at 81,000, and that of
all Canada at 4,500,600 for the same
periods—had the whole of the people of
the latter contributed in the same ratio
per capita, the revenue would have
amounted to $2,333,250,000 instead of
$886,360,000.

In other words, 1.55 of the population
has contributel about 1.20 of the revenue
of Canada in 30 years.

Conversely, if the contribution of Brit-
ish Columbia, for that period, had been
on the same basis as the rest of Canada,
it would have amounted to only $15,-
957,000.

Taking the population at 5,250,000 and
125,000, respectively, the per capita con-
tribution of all ‘Canada in 1899 was
$8.93 per head, and that of British Col-
umbia $25.67 per head,

If the revenue from British Columbia
had been on the same ratio as the rest of
Canada, it would have amounted to only
$1.116,250 instead of $3,194,808,

Taking the customs and excise alone,
which amounted in 1899 to $34,958,000
for_the Dominion, and $2,627,500 for the
province, on the same basis of popula-
tion, the per ecapita contributions are
$6.65 and $21.02. Had the whole popu-
lation of Canada contributed in the same
ratio as British Columbia, the taxation
derivable from inland revenue and cus-
toms would have been $110,250,000, in-
stead of $34,958,000.

Conversely, if Bfitish Columbia had
contribnted in the same ratio as the rest
of the Dominion, the revenue from Brit-
ish Columbia from these sources would
have been only $831.250.

In 1899, our provincial contributions
to the Dominion treasury, from all
sources, were $3.208788; and our share

of all expenditure by the Dominion was
$1.334,618,

If the whole of Canada had contrib-
uted in the =ame ratio, the revenue of
Canada for that year would have been
$134,767.000, instead of $16,741,250,

Now then, coming to the statements
of contributions to the Dominion trens-
ury and the expenditure from the same
in British Columbia, the resnlt of com-
putation covering a period of thirty
is as follows:

The total amount expended by the Do-

; and other

minion in the province up to July lst,
1901—estimating the expenditure for the

present year—will have been $28,915,-
3¥6; the total constributed by British
Columbia to the Dominion during the
same period will be $42,474,292; leaving
a balance in favor of the province of
over $13,500,000.

The expenditures in the province in-
(-}lml'e the $750,000 paid to the Esquimalt

& Nanaimo Railway Company as a sub-’

sidy, and all the other railway sub-
sidies; the debt of the province assumed
by the Dominion in 1872 and interest
on the same, and everything else directly
or indirectly connected with the pro-
vince, which has been paid for by the
Dominion,

While the province has a clear sur-
plus of over $13,500,000 to its credit,
apart, of course, from its legitimate
share of the cost of government of Can-
ﬂ'd:l.:.\.\' a whole., on the other hand, the
liabilities of the Dominion, which were
$122,000,000 in 1872, have risen to $350,-
000,000 in 1900. The position of British
Oolumbia, therefore, is, that it has not
only practically paid ‘its own way and
recouped the Dominion for everything
that 1t has cost, directly or indirectly,
but, in addition, has become liable for its
share of thed ebt of the Dominion,
which, on a per capita basis, amounts
to  $9,500,000.

The practical aspect of the case is

this: A province has a certain popula-
tion and contributes a certain revenue,
What it pays as imposts to the treasury
is, per capita, its impost or burden of
government. Computations on that basis
1 various ways show, as a general and
almost invariable result, that for a
whole period of years the burden has
been two and three-quarter times that of
the rest of Canada, taken as a whole.
. Dominion expenditure in the province
18, of course, greater per capita than
that of the rest of Canada, but not in
the same ratio; inasmuch as, taken to-
gether, there is a clear and a large sur-
plus of revenue over expenditure.

That it is not true of the whole of
Canada is shown by the general result
that the net debt created since 1872 is
over $190,000,000, and the gross debt
over $230,000,000. The excess of ex-
penditure over receipts has been $233,-
506,525,

In addition to the burden of govern-
ment by direct imposts, there is the in-
direct impost on dutiable goods from the
East upon which duty had previously
been paid. The amount of this duty
may be roundly estimated at between
$250,000 and $500,000; but, added to
this, is the aggregate freight bill of the
provinee, which, on account of its re-
ply, increases the cost of living so ma-
terially, in effect 25 or 30 per cent. The
consumer in this province pays not only
a through rate from Eastern Canada.
which varies from $1.50 to $3.50, but
also the local rate pack from terminal
points, .which in sothe cases equals the
through rate. In Eastern Canada, on
the other hand, shorter distances from
terminal points, the freight does not ex-
ceed 10 or 20 cents, at the outside, per
100 pounds,

In fact, taking all things into consider-
ation, the cost of living on a similar
standard is generally conceded to be

about 35 per cent. greater than in East-

ern Canada.

In this connection, too, we amust con-
sider the very much greater cost per
capita involved in the development and
government of a province like British
Jolumbia, where the physical features
are so rugged and distances so great.
and communication so difficult and ex-
rensive, and the population is compara-
tively sparse.

So far as its products are concerned.
British Columbia must compete in mar-
kets with other provinces and other
countries in which the cost of produc-
tion is very much less.

Were it nat for the great natural
wealth of the province, and the natural
attractions for people with money, the
drain upon its resources by the bur-
dens referred to would have placed it,
financially, in an unenviable position.

It was the disadvantages of position
circnmstances in Confedera-
tion that led to the recognition of bet
ter 'ms for Nova Scotia, the financial
relations of which were several times
adjusted.

To overcome the natural disadvantages
under which British Columbia has labor-
ed.' it requires population, and, to ac-
quire population development on a com-
prehensive scale is necessary. In view
of the disproportionate revenue it has
contributed to the Dominion, and the
outlet it has afforded for the products
and energy of Eastern Canada, it claims
a2 commensurate scale of financial as-
sistance.

In connection with this subject con-
sideration must be taken of the character
of the population of British Columbiu
and Canada, respectively, for several
periods. It will be seen that in British
Columbia, heretofore, Indians and Chi-
nesé have formed a large percentage of
the population. It is recessary to point
cut that the Chinese—living on a very
low basis—consume but little compared
with ther est of the population. and pay
duty and add. revenue to the Dominion
revenue in a similar proportion. The
same is true, but not to the same extent,
of the Indians of the province. So that
the burden of taxation has largely fallen
on a small white population, a fact
which adds very materially to the claims
of the province for increased recogni-
tion.

In 1871 the total white population was
32.250; in 1881 there were 29,000 In-
dians and Chinese out of a total popula-
tion of 49,500; and’in 1891 the Indians
and Chinese numbered 33,000 of a pop-
ulation of 100,000.

Fisheries.

Under this head the Premier urges
the claim of the province to fisheries
within territorial waters or three-mile
limit. He adds:

In apportioning the monetary interests
of the province in the fisheries, and in
determining the terms upon which a
transfer of control from the province to
the Dominion should be made, consider-
ation should be had of three things:

First—The benefit derived in the past
from the fishery expenditure in relation
to other provinces and to the revenue
arising out of our fisheries.

Second—The present status of our
fisheries.

Third—The possibility of their develop
ment in the future.

The first two are dealt with in the
memorandunw.

It is to our minds an incontrovertible
fact, in view of all the circumstances
and the special conditions of the pro-
vinee, that its fisheries have not receiv-
¢d the consideration which their import-
ance warranted. We are fully justified
in assuming that the policy of the De-
partment of Marine and Fisheries has
not been to make a profit out of the
fisheries in the same way as it is desir-

able in the case of the-post office system |

and the Inter-Colonial railway. With
this in view, it may be stated that the
fishery revenue contributed by British
Columbia to the

penditure within the
.(Txl;(l)le 30th, 1900, has been about $175.-

T}lg fishery expenditure in the Fastern
provinces in the past has each year
many times exceeded the revenue. Since

1872 the total fishery revenue of the Do- .

minion has only amounted to $1,280,000,
while the expenditure has been about
$£7.500,000.

The delegation do not ask for a refund
‘of the excess of the revenue contributed,

or any money grant upon the relative dis-
proportion of expenditure as between
the Atlantic and Pacific coasts, but in
view of the great importance of pro-
moting shipbuilding on the Pacific coast,
we feel justified in asking that a sum of
$100,000 a year for ten years be paid
as a bonus towards ercouraging that in-
dustry.

In 1898 the total expenditure in Can-
ada was $441,725, of which British Co-
lumbia’s share was $11,500.

In 1897 British Columbia contributed
two-fifths of the fisheries revenue, while |
her share of the exnenditure was about
one thirty-seventh.

In 1896 British Columbia contributed
one-fourth of the revenue, and her share
of the expenditure was one forty-eighth.

In 1895 British Columbia contributed
over one-fourth of the revenue, and her
share of the expendijure was one-fif-
tieth.

In 1894 British Columbia contributed
one-third of the revenue, and her share
of the expenditure was one fifty-third.

0000

Dixi H. Ross &

ceries,

bargains in FLOUR.

SNOW FLAKR, per sack
THREE STAR, per sack .,

HUNGARIAN, per sack 3
WHOLE WHEAT (10, sack) ...

GO-, Cash Grocers,

We are demonstrating every
advantage of paying eash fn;r
We have pegged away
until we have brought them down
thing remarkably low.
dollar goes in our store.
this week will receive the

The Power of Cash! (ag)

00000000000 000C 0000000000

week thy

Yyour 2.
4t Dricey
to sope.
Just see how fy, a
Our patrong 4,

benefit of SDecig)

. .....slm
e 8105

In 1893 British Columbia contributed
one-third of the revenue, and her share
of the expenditure was one forty-fifth. |

In 1892 British Columbia contributed
one-sixth of the revenue. and her share |
of the expenditure was one-fortieth.

In 1891 British Columbia contributed
one-fifth of the revenue, and her share
of the expenditure was one-fiftieth.

In 1890 British Columbia contributed
one-fiith of the revenue, and her share
of the expenditure was one-fortieth.

Shipbuilding.

In reference to this matter the follow-
ing interesting letter from Capt. Cox,
of Victoria, is given:

VITALLETS

N — = e

MEN aw

FREE > WOMEN,

VITALLEETS

For Nerve Strength and Blood Health.

A~~~
Vitalleis are a power "nl nerve, brain and blood foo .
They tee { 1n: brain, bu.ld up,1erar and s:rengthen
wasted, worn and tired nerves, pur:(y the blood, make
every organ act and cause you to 1ingle with new life.
ave you weak nervcs or impure blood? Do you lack
energy, ambition or vigor? Is r memory ¥ Are
you constipated? Are your kidneys inactive? Are you
a man and yet not a man, butsufering from varicocele

e -

nmln!m
VITALLETS

MAEE

HEALTHY AND
HANDSOME
WOMEN,

Dominion since 1872
has been about $300,000 while the ex-
province wup to |

Sir:—The undersigned, who are inter-
ested in the shipping of the province,
realise the urgent necessity of protecting
the province against the unjust discrim-
ination of American shipping against our
ports, and we would respectfully ask
your government to assist in establishing
the industry of shipbuiiding in British
Columbia.

Bonus.—We would ask a borus for five
yvears, amounting to $10 (ten dollars)
per ton register, on each vessel built in
this province, either of iroi, steel, or
wood, from 450 tons register and up-
wards.

Further Bonus.—We further ask that
$5 (five dollars) per ton register be given
as a bonus to all iron, steel, or wood
ships constructed in the province, for a
further term of five years after the ex-
piration of the first five years,

Cost of Building.—We submit that the
cost of building a vessel in the province
of about 800 tons register is about $80
per ton, or $64,000.

Wages.—We estimate that the wages
on construction would be about 75 per
cent., or $48,000 on a ship of S00 tons.

Number Employed.—Probably 50 men
would be employed for nine months in
building a ship of 800 tons, and, reckon-
ing the usual estimate of four persons
depending on each man for a livelihood,
there would ba 250 people gaining a
maintenance for nine months for each
vessel constructed here.

General Benefit.—Every industry in
the province would benefit directl yor in-
directly by the establishment of this in-
dustry. Iven the.agricultural community
would derive benefit from the increased
circulation of money spent in shipbuild-
ing.

Freight.—It is estimated that .$36,000
per annnum are spent in freight to each
vessel of 800 tons loaded in the pro-
vinee, which should be spent here in-
stead of going away.

Discrimination.—United States ports
discriminate against our lumber to the
extent of 60 cents per one thousand feet,
and this is a clear loss to our mills—
the 60 cents per thousand feet is prob-
ably the average profit at the present
time.

Justification.—We contend that we are
justified in asking a bonus for several
reasons: 1. The higher prices for mate-
rials imported, consequent on duties and
heavy freight. 2. It is necessary to get
government assistance in establishing a
shipbuilding - plant here. 3. The bonus
is required to induce outside capital to
come into the province.

We have, ete.,
JOHN G. COX.

The Mint.

After urging the establishment of such
an institution in British Columbia the
government makes the following sug-
gestion as an alternative proposal in
case the mint should not be established
in British Columbia:

The government of British Columbia
to be authorized to purchase, as agents
for the Dominion government, all gold
offered, at the game rate as that paid
by the United States government; the
local government establishing the ne-
cessary offices and being responsible for
all losses. The gold to be handed to an
agent appointed by the Dominion gov-
ernment, and the weight and fineness of

‘(J\‘igned

the gold to be guaranteed by the British .

Columbia government.

The provincial mineralogist points out
that, of course, the assay fees will not
begin to pay the expenses of an assay
office, and the difference would have to
be borne by the local government, who
would also be responsible for the gold
and the correctness of the weight and
assays.

The Dominion government would have

‘to pay the expressage, interest, and other

charges on value during transit.

This proposition, if carried into effect,
would at least have a tendency towards
securing the retention of the gold in
Canada, and at the same time attract
the trade which the Canadian cities now
lose by the gold being taken elsewhere,
but, in view of British Columbia’s posi-
tion as a gold producer in the Domin-
jon, it should be clear to anyone that
that province is the one entitled to the
mint when one is established.

Other Subjects.

Reference is also made to the Domin-
ion mining commission, the proposal to
advertise the mineral resources of the
country and the necessity for a delimita-
tion of the southern boundary of British
Columbia in the neighborhood of Mount
Baker. Strong representations are also
made in regard to the necessity of a lum-
ber tariff.

Songhees Reserve,

On this subject the Premier addressed
Hon. C. Sifton as follows:

My Dear Mr. Sifton:—Adverting to
cur conversation in the matter of the
Songhees Indian reserve, at Victoria,
and in conformity with your request,
1 beg to submit the following proposal:

(1) The Dominion of Canada to sur-
render, absolutely, to the province all

their rights to the nineteen acres set for |

the use of the Ksquimalt & Nanaimo
railway as a right of way; and to so
much of that part of the Songhees re-
serve as lies north of the present trav-
elled Esquimalt road and east of the
Craigflower road.

(.2) The Dominion of Canada to be
authorized to sell the residue of the re-
serve and apply the proceeds, together
with such moneys as they have in hand

| attached to this reserve, to the re-hab-

ilitation of the Songhees Indians upon

| another reserve satisfactory to the Do-

minion, to be provided for by the pro-
vince, the provirce to have the reversion

in any surplus available over and aboves™

the cost of such re-habilitation.

I would also call your attention to the
fact that it is advisable that joint ac-
tion should be taken at an early date
by the Dominion and Local gavernments

or other

or other effects o[ early indisc

ions, overwork, w

? Areyoua
any of the diseases pecuiiar to
uny of the c;nrptoma mentioned above! Then take
ee treatment sent prepaid by mail. Do notdelay but order now.
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best assortment of stock.
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from the caterpillar.

demand.
Write at once for terms.

Agents Wanted

To sell high grade fruit trees snd fruit bushes, ornamental trees,

flowering shrubs,

of which is sent out under government c
for cleanliness and freshness from disease, for . gicras

THE FONTHILL NURSERIES

We have the largest nurseries in Canada, 800 acres,

and can therefore give ihe

STEADY EMPLOYTMENT TO WORKERS

m‘And good [pay weekly. All supplies I’rea_m
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as to the adjustment of Indian reserves
in British Columbia, other than the re-
serve above mentioned.

In some instances large tracts of very
valuable agricultural lands are held by
a very small number of Indians. Un-
der the earlier orders in council refer-
ring to Indian reserves it appears that
it was the intention, from time to time,
as there was a diminution or sugmen-
tation in the number of a tribe, to de
crease or increase the boundaries of the
reserve. I would, therefore, beg respect-
fully to point out to you that this wou d be
an opportune itime to take up the ques-
tion, and would ask you to take steps to
carry out the intention of the govern-

referred to. I would accordingly
gest that a commission be appointed, one
commissioner to be appeinted by the
Dominion governm«nt, one by the Pro-
vineial f
point a third commissioner as umpire;

as will have the effect of carrying out
the terms of the orders in council re-
ferring to the adjustment of the re-
serves. I think, under the ecircum-
stances, I could agree with what you
said during our conversation yesterday,
that, taking everything. into considera-
tion, it might be inadvisable to appqint
as commissioner any person from 'the
province of British Columbia.

Further adverting to our conversation,
I would propose thnat the local govern-
ment be empowered—at their own ex
pense—to administer the base minerals,
including coal, lying under Indian re-
serves, the Dominion receiving for the
relinquishment of any right of adminis-
tering the base minerals, including coal,
under Indian reserves, one-half of any
royalty and taxation on coal, and half
the taxes, either direct or revenue by
way of royalty, collected on base min-

ver (which are clearly within the right
of the province). Any arrangement made
under this proposal to be without pre-
judice to the rights of the province or
the Dominion to the minerals under In-

of promoting the mining industry in the
province,

It is understood, of course, that the
reversionary right of the province to the

tact.

The above proposals are, of course,
made subject to ratification by the pro-
per authorities.

Salaries of Judges.

The _ 8
Minister of Justice on the subject as
follows:

You are already in possession of my
views on the subject of increasing the |

salaries of the Supreme court judges of

ment as shown in the orders in council |
sug- |

government, those two to ap- |
Amissi ! telegrams:
the scope of the commission to be such

erals other than coal, and gold and sil-'

dian rezerves, but solely for the purpose -

Indian funds so derived shall remain in- |

‘Attorney-General addresses the |

shown, to declare null and void any na
turalization papers which have been -
providently or fraudulently obtained or
issued.

Official Precedence.

On th's subject the Premier says:

1 send to you, herewith, a file of th
correspondence which has taken plae
between the Dominion government and
those of the nrovinces of Ontario and
British Columbia, relative to the ques
| tion of precedence of provincial minis
ters and speakers, and the terms upor
which the title “Honorable” should be
| conferred upon them for life. This mat-
ter has been before you for discussion
during our visit, but I send you now
the correspondence for your information
! As most of the documents are origimas
i will you kindly return them to me, a
Vietoria, when you lhave perused them
The report closes with the following

Ottawa, 4th March, 1901
‘fhe Honorable James Dunsmuir, Premies
P'rovince of British Columbia, Victorit

B Ot
Sir:—I have the honor, by direction of
the Right Honorable the President of the
Council, to acknowledge the receipt of your
{ communication of the 28th January lash
respecting the flnancial relattons betweek

| the province of British Columbla and tbe

- Dominion of Canada.
I have, etec.,
(Signed) JOHN J. M‘GEE,
Olerk of the Privy Council

Victoria, 6th March, 190
Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Ottawsa:

Would be pleased t¢ have your immedl'ﬂff
and kind consideration of our communiéd*
tions. House in session and much dup“"d:
on nature of your reply, particularly wit
reference to rallway development, fisheries
and questions Oriental immi
Dritish Columbia’s share of ca

JAMES DUNS

Ottawa, Ont., March 6th, 0t

Hon. James Dunsmuir, Victoria:
Will try to give you an answer

' as possible.

as eatlf

WILFRII LAURIER.

T 12th March, 1%
i : yeime Minis
Rt. Hon. Sir Wilfrid Laurier, D'rime Mip

ter, Ottawa: e
Government strongly urged bring ot
papers connected with delegatlon to
wa. If agreeable to you, will N!“PI.‘;‘K
JAMES puNsMUl
Ottawa, Ont., March 12th, '1‘:““-
Hon. James Dunsmuir, Victoria, B. U
I have no objectiom at all. ey
WILFRID LAURIER

British Columbia, and I would also re- |

mind you of the question of increasing
the Jurisdiction of the County court
judges of Vancouver Island to include
i the whole of the Island. I am pleased
that you are willing to recommend the
appointment of further 'Oonmy court
judges in British Columbia when and so

often as the local government name ter- |
ritories in which, in the opinion of the |

local government, there is a sufficient
amount of work to warrant the appoint-
- ment of a County court judge.

' _We have had a great deal of trouble
Wh reference to the improper natural-
ization of aliens, and I would respect-

fully suggest in this connection that the |
Naturalization Act should be so amend-

ed as to empower a judge of either th>
Supreme or County court, wpon cause

R T T )
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Order of all chemists, or post fre
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torla, or MARTIN, Pharmaceutical s
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