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THIS PROVINCE »MO.ST
INTERESTING FIELD

e

Reports of Superintendents and
Inspectors on the Work
Being Accomplished

fn the annual report -of the Indian
department, Duncan C. Scott, superin-
tendent -of Indian education, has a
lengthy report on that phase of the
Dominion’s care of its native wards.
After dealing with the other provinces
he has this to say of British Columbia:
“«The province of British Columbia is
one of the most+interesting fields for
the work of Indian education in the
Dominion, and at the same time the
difficulties to be met with are even
greater than In the other provinces.
The Indians have been from the
earliest times self-supporting, and the
advent of white population, which in
the west caused the complete disap-
pearance of the buffdlo, did not ocea-
sion any serious change in their source
of food-supply. Their development
has, therefore, been more even than
that of the Indians in the prairie prov-
inces. They easily adapted themselves
to the demands made upon them as la-
borers and general helpers- by their
white neighbors, and the result has
been that they are of considerable in-
dustrial importance as a labor factor
ﬁtroughout the province. Their re-~
gerves are small and widely separated,
and, for the most part inhabited by
small distinct bands of Indians, and
these conditions render the provision
of educational advantages somewhat
difficult. Moreover, in certain districts
their tribal superstitions and customs
are so firmly adhered to and are in
themselves of such a nature that it is
difficult to make headway in civil and
moral progress.

“The industrial and boarding schools,
which are referred to througheout the
agency reports following, -and whose
work is fully described in the reports
of the principals, .are well . condiicted
and efficient institutions, and. the ca-
reer of the ex-pupils on leaving them
has been admirable in a very large per-
centage of cases. Day schools have also
met with a great measure of success.
The salaries formerly granted to day
school teachers, which were limited to
$300, have been increased and the de-
partment can now enter into competi-
tion with the provincial day schools
for the services of competent teachers.
All together the outlook in the prov-
ince of British Columbia is most en-
couraging, and the successful develop-
ment of the educational work along the
present lines may be expected with
confidence.

“A new building for Indians girls at
Alert Bay is now under course of con-
struction and will be finished in the
autumn of 1911.”

In the Dominion there are 324 In-
dian schools, of which 251 are day
schools, 54 boarding schools and 19
industrial schools. Of these 51 are un-
denominational, 118 are under the -care
of the Roman Catholic church, 93 are
Church of England schools, 45 are
Methodist schools, 15 are Presbyterian
and 2 are looked after by the Salva-
tion Army. On the rolls there_.is an
aggregate of 5,607 boys and 5,683 girls,
a total enrolment of 11,190 children,
with an average attendance of 6,763,
the percentage 60.44, comparing not
badly with the average attendance in
the public schools.

British Columbia has 46 day, 8
boarding and 8 industrial schools, with
an enrolment of 1,125 boys and 1,100
girls, and an average attendance of
1,316. In the Kuper Island industrial’
school there are 39 boys and 38 girls,
in the Alert Bay school 39 boy¥s, and
in the Clayoquot school 40 boys and 30
girls. All boys at industrial schools
are taught farming and all girls sew-
ing, knitting and general household
duties. There are 63 -boys in the -eight
school: who' are learning carpentry, 16
shoemakmg, 3 blacksmlthmg, 1 baking
and 2 painting.

Detailed information regarding the
schools in the wicinity of Victoria is
given in the report by Inspector. Ditch-
burn of his.. various’ inspections - of
them. He thus reports on the schools
mentioned: : .

I vigsited: Kuper Island- industrial
school (Roman Catholic) on December
19, 1910. Rev. D.’Claessen is ‘the prin-
cipal in charge. This institution'com-
prises g .number . of buﬂdings, all dis-
connocted. the boys being much in
need of repairs, and the girls’ school
overcrowded. There ‘were T4 -pupils in
the school ati‘the time of my visit—38
boys and 36 girls. The department’
grant is for oaly 60.

The boys’ school is“in bad order, the
plastering on the walls being broken in
many. places. The principal reports
“that ‘the building has sagged at One
end owing to part of the foundation
having rotted, and the roof is covered
with moss. The * building is large
enough to accommodate the number of
pupils, but is greatly in need of re-
pairs. This building, which is only 10
feet above high water mark, is too low
to get good ventilation, as the ground
in the rear rises above the roof and
thus prevents a good circulation of air
through the dormitory and class-room.

The girls’ school is in a somewhat
hetter state of repair, but is much too
small for the number of pupils at pre-
sent in attendance. In the two dormi-

tories there is a total of 13,823 cubic
feet of air; space, which would allow of
28 pupils at the most, but there

only

bullding 18 by - of leaving the

and ﬂne barn has been constructed
durmgthepastyou.uwanucmod~
ern chicken-house and bakery. There-
1s a plentiful supply of good water on;
the prémises, the new hydraulic ram
working - very. satisfactorily.

* A good gymnasium has been erected
for the boys, and the girls practice
dumb-bell and Indian c¢lub exercises.
‘There is also a very good brass band
at the school, composed entirely of the.
pupils. Fire-fighting appliances are
kept in place, ready for use at all times.
The general health of the pupils dur-
ing the past year is reported by the
principal to have been good. The pupils
have all been making good progress in
their studies, and besides these the
boys are taught carpentering, farming,
gardening, baking ‘and ‘shee-repairing,
the girls receiving instruction in cook-
ing, baking, general housework, dress--
maklng. laundry work.

As it would take a large amount of
money to do the necessary alterations
and repairs to these bulldings, it would
be much more desirable to build a new
and modern school,. with accommoda-
tion for 90 or 100 pupils. A school with
accommodation for the number of
pupils above mentioned, :should meet
all requlrements of the Cowlcha,n
ageney for many -years,

- T visited.the Songhees day achool on
August 18,-1910, and -again on \January
6, 1911. Sister Mary Berchmdfig is the
teacher. The number of pupils on the
roll 18 11—5 boys and 8 girls, and the
average attendance has been 8.1,  All
the childr-n ot school age on the Saon-
ghees reserve’ attend the school, and
are making good progress. in their
gtudies. The sanitary tonditions are
as good as in other day schools. The
health of the children during the past
year has been very good. The build-
ing is in a good state of repair. Five
girls passed out of this school during
the year, all having been 'in the sixth
standard.

My visit: to Nanaimo day school
(Methodist) was on February 8, 1911.
Rev. W. J. Knott is the principal. The
number of pupils on the roll was 14—
10 boys and 4 girls, the average attend-
ance being about 9. At the time of my
visit there were only 6 in attendance.
Those pupils who attend regularly
are making good progress. There has
been no sickness among the children
during the year worth speaking of.
The building is in a good state of re-
pair, and the sanitary conditions are
good, new water-closets having been
built during the year.

As the principal 1n£ormed me that
there should be a better average at-
tendance of pupils, I held a meeting of
the Indians in the school house, at
which I obtained promises from the
parents that they would see that all
the children of school age on the. re-
serve attended the school regularly in
future.

The chief of the Nanaimo band re-
ported to me that there were 10 chil-
dren on the Nanaimo River reserve
whose parents wished them to attend
school, but it is too far to the Irdian
school at Nanaimo, beihg about six
miles by road. They all speak good
English, and their parents are desirous
of their attending the public school,
which is close by. The department
should make. arrangements with the
superintendent of education for British
Columbia for the entrance of -~ these
children into the publi¢ school.

1 visited Quamichan day school
(Methodist), which is situated on the
Quamichan reserve, on February 10,
1911. The teacher is Mr. E. J. Bowden.
There are 14 children on the roll—8
boys and 6 girls. The average attend-
ance has been 4.64. Those attending
regularly make excellent progress. The
health of the pupils throughout .the
year had been good, but at the time
of my visit a number of the children
were suffering from an epidemic of in-
fluenza, which consequently affected
the attendance.

The school is in a good state of re-
pair, capable of  holding about 456
pupils. The ceiling is high and the
ventilation good; but there are no
water-closets.

I also visited Quamichan day school
(Roman Catholic) the same day. The
school is situated on the Clemclema-
lutz Indian reserve, and Miss Louisa
Douglas is the teacher. She was only
appointed on February: 1, having taken
the place of Miss Frumenro. The num-
ber of pupils on the roll was 29—9 boys
and 20.girls. The average attendance
during the past quarter had been 6.41.
Here also the epidemic of :influenza,
prevailing in -the district was apparent,
for only five pupils were present. Those
attending regularly make good pro-
gress. The’ bullding is only in a fair
'state of! repair, one - window bsing
broken, and there are mq water-closets.
I visited Koksilah school (Methodist)
on February 10, 191 “'C. A. Dock-
stader, the Methodist missionary, is
the teacher. The school was closed for
the afternoon on account of the teach-
er, as well as some of the pupils, being
laid up with a cold. The number of
pupils on the roll at this school is 15
—11 boys and 4 girls—with the aver-
age attendance of 5.46. Those attend-
ing regularly make good progress in
their studies. With the exception of
the epidemic of cold prevailing at the
time of my visit, the children have been
enjoying good health. . The building is
in good state of repair, well ventilated
by means of the open windows.  There
are no water-closets.

Practically all the children of school
age on the Koksilah reserve are on the
roll, but the average attendance is poor
on account of the children moving’ off
the reserve for a time with their par-
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Somenos day school (Roman Catho-
lic) has been closed since September
30, 1910. Miss Lomas, the teacher, re-
signed on that date, and no other
teacher has been appointed. Prior lo
Miss Lomas’'s resignation, the attend-
ance at this school had been very poor.
visited East Saanich day school
(Roman Catholic) on  February 24,
1911. The school is situated on the
Tsawout Indian reserve, and Daniel
Dick,” an ex-pupil of the Kuper Island
There

high ;s ',
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close-to the. Tsartlip Indian . reserve,|]
and Miss Alice Hagan 18 the tedbbet'.
There are 11 children attending :the
school—3 boys and § girls. Those who
attend regularly are making good pro-
gress. The average atteridance ‘during
the last quarter was 4.51, but it should
be samewhat better than this «t the
end of the: present quarter. There are
four other children of school age on
the Tsartlip reserve who should attend
school.
throughout the year is reported .to
have been good, but at the time of my
visit a few were suffering from colds.
The building is In a good state of re-
pair, and the ventilation and sanitatign
are as good as at other day schools.
Alert Bay industrial school (Church’
of England) I visited on October 17,
1810. . The school has a fine ocation,
being sitnated close to the beach of
1Alert Bay, on Cormorant Island. =

At the time of my visit both the
principal, A. W, Corker, and his as-
sistant were absent attending the
meeting of the Synod, and the schoel
was in charge of Mrs. Corker, the ma-
tron.” There were 35 pupils in attend-
ance at the time, which was the full
number.

Mrs. Corker reported that the chil-
dren were making fair progress in their
studies, and that the general health of
the pupils had been good during the
year.

The school appears to meet with =l
requirements so far as sanitation is
concerned, but--I did not measure up
the dormitories and class-room to seeé
whether they meet the specifications
that apply to boarding scheols in the
matter of air space, etc. This will be
done on my next visit.

There is a competent trade instruc-
tor, who teaches the boys carpentering
and genéral handiwork. There is gen-

pumped from a well into tanks. Fire-
fighting appliances are kept in place,
and there is a fire-escape, which leads
from the upper. bed-rooms.

Alert Bay day school (Church of
FEngland) 1 visited next day. The
school building is new, only having
been built quite recently, and is in
charge of Miss Harris. The pupils
were reported to be making good pro-
gress in their studies, and their health
had been very fair during the year.
The attendance at.the time of my visit
was not good, and the.- school register
showed that. the average attendance
was not what it: ought to be. I held a

them on the importance of having their
children receive an education, and that
all those of school age on the reserve
must attend school. Since that time
Agent Halliday informs me that fhere
has been a marked increase in the at-
tendance.

1 visifed Alberni boarding school on
January 20, 1911. The principal is H.
B. Currie, who has had charge of the
institution about one year. There are
48 pupils on the roll—22 boys and 26
girls. /The department grant is for 650
pupils.

The principal reported that all the
pupils were making good progress in
their studies, and that the health of the
children during the past year had been
very good.

The building is ventilated with a
number of ventilators in the base-
boards in the dormitories and class-
rooms for the purpose of taking the
foul air off the floors, and the windows
are kept open to allow of a plentiful
supply of fresh air.

The main building is heated by
means of hot air, and the class-room,
which is away from the main building,
is heated by a stove. This class-room
is in wvery poor, condition at the pre-
sent time, but a new one is to be bulilt

$1,100 having been <allowed by the
church for this purpose. The main
building is in' need of considerable re-
palirs to the walls.

At the time of my visit the boys’
domitory was somewhat crowded, but
by placing four of the pupils in another
room, which was vacant, this objection
will be overcome.
kept for the purpose of hospital ac-
commodation, and - in the ‘summer
months a tent is used.

Besides their regular studies the boys
are instructed in farming and garden-
ing, and the gh-ls are taught cooking,
sewing and -general ‘housework.

Although there are approximately 150
acres of land in.connection with the in-
stitution, there are only 11 acres
cleared, and this produces a quantity
of small fruits and vegetables for the
use of the school.

There is a plentiful supply of good
water on the premises; and there is
also good . drainage, the school itself
standing on high ground on the banks
of the Somas river. Fire-fighting ap-
pliances are kept in place and regular
fire drills are held.

The date of my visit to Ahousaht
boarding school (Presbyterian) was
January 238, 1911. The principal is John
T. Ross. The number of pupils on the
roll at the above date was 36—22 boys
and 14 girls. The department’s grant
is for only 25. This extra number of
pupils does not crowd the dormitories,
as there is ample accommodation in the
building for the present emrolment.

The building is in a first-class state
of repair, being practically a new struc-
ture. The system of ventilation is by
means of the windows, which are kept
open as much as possible. The water-
supply is obtained from the rainfall,
which is stored in tanks. There is also

cipal infermed ‘me that the quality of:
fvf'ater obtained from this source i8 not
very good. . The desirability of obtain-
ing a plentiful supply of pure water,
seems to have been lost sight of when"
selecting the site for this schogl.

About 17 acres of land have been re-
claimed a short distance back of the
school, and the principal expects to put
at least two acres of this under culti-
vation during the coming summer.

The puplis in this school are all mak-
ing first-class progress in their studies;
and the principal reports that their
health during the past yesr>Ha8 been
good. ~ Besides their regular studies
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large concrete basemient. ...
“At the time of my visit thero warg-
attendance 81 puplls—32 boys and: 29
girls. The department's -grant

gation. in the dormitories for the num-:
ber of pupils enrolled.

The building  is - situated on high
ground, and- there is. good drainage
out to the sea.  There 18 also a-plenti-
ful: stpply of pure- water, which is ob-
tained from a mountain strear. ‘Ven-
tilators are set in the ceiling of the
boys’ dormitory, the windows being
kept partially open in both this and
the. girls’ dormitory for the ehtrance
of fresh air: Two rooms-are used for
hospital" accommodatlon, and in the
case- of - inféctious diseases ithe patients
are put in an outside building.

¢ About four acres of ground are uséed:
tor garden purposes, upon which” are
grown; all the vegetables used. at the
school with: the exception of potatoes.
Thé pupils are making good ‘pProgress
in- their. studies, and; combined - with
these, the ‘boys: are taught-earpénter-
ing,-painting, ‘shoe-repairing and. net-
making under the trade instructor;-the
giris- receiving instruction -in. baking;:
cooking, sewing, - dress maklng and
fancy-work.

So  far as fire protection 1s con-

cerned - the school . is - well ..equipped
with all* the necessary appliances,
which are always kept in pldce. There
is- also- an outside fire eScape.. . The:
pupils ‘have regular fire drills;" The
health of the pupils of this school has
been good during-the past year, there
having been no epidemié¢ of any kind
among them.
I visited Clayoquot. day school
{Roman Catholic) the following day.
It is now under the supervision.of Rev.
Joseph Schindler, he only -recently
having been appointed as teacher. The
school is situated on the Opitsat In-
dian reserve -on the Clayoquot: sound
opposite Tofino.

There are 29 pupils on the roll—16

boys and 13 girls.. On the day of my
visit there were 22 children in attend-
ance at the school, which was a very
creditable showing. The teacher Tre-
ports ‘that the children ‘seem to ~be
making fair progress,
their health had been good during the
year.
The building is in a good state of re-
pair, and the ventilation is as géod as
in other day schools and in some of
the - boarding and industrial schools,
i.e., .the windows being kept open for
the entrance of fresh air.

The teacher has .inaugurated the
system of giving prizes for: punctual-
ity, ‘and this has greatly  assistéd ‘in
increasing the average. a.ttetrda.nCe T

Clayoquot day school (Methodist)
has been closed since the spring of
1910,

As it was night-time when I arrived
at Ucluelet, I was unable to visit
Ucluelet day. school (Presbyterian)
without the loss of much time, the
boat only calling at: that place once a
week.

However, I met the teacher, H. W.
Vanderveen, and he supplied me with
the following information:  There are
21 pupils on the roll, with an average
attendance of between 7 and 8. The
progress made by the pupils has been
fair and their health had been good
throughout the year, but at the time
there were a few cases of sickness.

EXPLOSION KILLS
THIRTY-THREE

B

HUNDRED OTHERS
SUSTAIN: INJURIES

F;re -‘Adds to Horrors of DJs—
aster in Oil.Cake .-
Mills

Liverpool, Nov. 24 —Thirty-three
worKers are known to.have been killed
and upward of 100 others injured by a

boiler explosion  to-day. at . the. oil cake
mills of J. Bebby: & Sons.

The force of the explosion was' 'so
terrific that the roof of the mill was
‘blown off, while the walls ‘split ‘and
crumbled. An outburst of flames fol-
lowed.

Nearly 400 workers were engaged in
the building. The bodies of those in or
near. the bofler room were horribly
mangled, some -of them being thrown
into the streets together with bricks
and debris.

Men could be seen at every window
frantically . appealing for assistance
with the fire raging behind them.

The fireedepartment was early  on
the scene and many of the men were
rescued. Many of those brought ‘down
told of.the ordeal which they had been
through.

A number of those taken to the hos-
pital were suffering from .shocking In-
Juries.” Some of them ha.ve lost their
hair and clothes. 8

FORTY-FIVE JAPANESE
SAILORS DROWNED

— e

Tokio, Nov. 24—The Japanese de-
stroyer Harusame foundered . off
Shima province in a storm to-day and
forty-five of the crew of sixty per-
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F rom Which to Draw Recruits g

. for the Canadian Navy— -
'?1» lnstructuw Speech

The spéech delivered by Commander
Hose, of H.M.CS. Rainbow at the
Campaigners’ ‘dinner on Tuesday even-
ing, condensed’ x‘épo‘rts of ‘which have
appeared in the, ‘press, is of especla.l in-

@ealt with the .question of the:navy, on
whlch Commander Hoae, of = course,

could speak with ‘instruction, and as
appended will be read with close atten-
tion by al those interested in this im-
portant ma.tter Commaeander Hose said:
4! Gentlemen,—Let-me first of all thank
you on behalf of the navy for that toast.
and for the very hearty way in which'
It has been’ received by you-all. I .may
say that I am ‘very proud 1ndeed-to be

that service, and-no small. portion of.
my. spride” on. this occasion lies in the
fact that I am speaking for that par-
ticular portion of the service which be=
ongs to Canada—the Canadxan navy-—
young a8 .yet, but destined, I feel sure,
to' grow and to ¢arry on the great tra-
ditions which the British navy is.so.
proud to own and to uphold.® ’J‘hat the
continuance of its traditions ~and’ ifs
name is well assured in the hands of
what may be called its sons, the navies
of the self-governlng dominions, . has
beén shown by the men of those domin-
lons belonging to the sister service who
did such great work.and upheld the
hohor ‘of the British’ army"so well in
South Africa.

_As you all know, the Canadian navy

ls exceedingly small at present, but so
at.one time were .the navies of other
powers "'which now are Serious' factors
in international politics, and that tinde
within the memory of many of us here;
consequently all who have the defences
of Canada and her share in the defence
of the Empire;, at heart, must take.ex-
ception to any disparagement of her
navy on that score. In these days pow-
erful navies are built in a surprisingly
short time. }
But then arises the natural question
how about manning them? I think you
will . find that‘guestion- will be settled
with the arrival of the ships, and 1
want to-night to bring to you men of
British Columbla a matter which seri-
ously affects that question. On the
shores of Eastern Canada is .a large
seafaring population. From- amongst
the seafaring population of ' Canada
men and boys will be found just as
ready and willing to protect the prop-
erty ‘and uphold the honor of thé Em-
pire on ‘the seas as the men and boys
from the coasts of Great Britain. The
codst provinces are where Canada looks
for her seamen for the navy, and the
signs in Eastern Canada are that the
Dominion does not look there in vain.

But how about the West? Gentle-
men, I ask you not to blame the navy,
because the men from the-e are not
numerous who come forward to raise
the country's prestige, to protect its
property on the high seas, and to up-
hold its. and Empire’s honor on the
water.

In my short time in CanaZ. I have
seen many things that I have had to
admire, the way progress flies on
wings, carried along by a great spirit
of enthusiasm and of enterprise, by
real hard work, and by a determination
that undertakings are to be successful;
and I maintain that anyone coming to
Canada, and thinking of the short time
in which . its great institutions, its.rail-
ways, its cities, and its whole wonder-
ful development have:come about, can-
not but admire. . But on a cruise up the
coast to Prince Rupert 1 was struck
with just one point which seemed to be
a flaw in the machinery which is build-
ing up_ the industrial perfection . that
may be confidently looked forward to in
the country, and that poeint.is reall} an
important one. The agriculture, the
mines, the manufactures, are all ad-
vancing with rapid.strides, all drawing
a -white population, all. giving honest
labor and good money to our. own kin-
dred race, all gomg to enrich the coun-
try and cmculate money in it, all 'mak-
ing for strengthening and” benéfitihg
the Empire. i 2
But ong jitem. in the country s assets,,
namely,.-its. fisheries;. is not:-doing its
propet share'’in -bringing wealthinto
the country, ew:in girenlating it there;
in -hringing. in 2 population which will
remain, .and who, would form & nur-
sery for the mnaval defemee which ‘will

the trade of thls outlying -portion. of
Empire gtows greater, Where does
the ‘money go -spent in ‘wages . to Jap-
anese -fishermen? ~Where do the men
themselves go when they have gath-

permanent value arg the men to -this
country? I ask you; gentlemen, to Iook
at the hardy fishermen of the East
coast and their neighbors of New-
foundland:' I know them well, and for
three years had the trainlng of the
Royal Naval Reserve raised among
the latter, and grand men they were.
‘What an.asset such a seafaring popu-
lation in_ British ' Columbia would be
to the provlnce, to Canada, and to the
Empire. T cannot help - feéling that
men are to be had for the work, they
would come from the crowded fish-
eries of, the North. Sga if encouraged.
ever so; little, good men: whom you
would be proud of as citizens here,
and. who: would. be proud of the coun-
try_of their adoption. : ‘Of course, there
are difficulties, but what hag Canada,’
and British Columbia perhaps 1ih par-
ticular, not faced and overcome in the
way of difficulties directly it has seen
what Is required for. its welfare and
progress. . I venture to say that this
great item in the Hst of industrial po-
tentialities of the prevince has not re-
ceived the attention that has been
given to the others by the large ma-
Jority of the men of the West because
there has been so much else to de-

ished.

terest to the people of Victoria. It.k
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ered sufficient. Canadian:'money? What|!

(3 1ot of. boopie -thinkihg. over
vho never considered. it be-
Navy Lotgue, a most pa-

posmon to ta.ko any active
ries by his moral support alone

which- will brlng British
ord in_the Imperla.l sense)
reap the harvest of these
British waters, to populate the coun-
try “4vith’ 'a ‘race such as has done all
tha great things which the seafaring
{peoplé of England have done, to cir-
culate the earnings of their labor in
this' their own land, and from whom
the mén for the naval defence of the
coast may be drawn, will be .doing
just as; much for his country and for
the Empire as the man who has sup-
ported any of the great measures
which: have gone before, and which
have bullt or are building the country
and preparing it for the great destinies
it has to fulfil

Wil you forgive me if I quote some-
\wh&t at.length from Captain Mahan,
who has done so much to educate the
world on the influence of sea power?
The analegy which I wish to bring
out. Seems. to me very striking. and
words of my own would not impress
it “upon syou with half the force that
his ‘well choseni on-s do.
Speaking of the extent of territory,
he saysiit i8 a source of strength or
weakness ‘according as the. population
is-large aor .small.” A familiar instance
{s*foand in the American war of seces-
sion. Had the South a population as
numerous as it was warlike, and a
navy commensurate ‘with its other re-
sources as a sea power, the great ex-
tqnt of its sea coast and its numerous
inléts- ‘would' have ' been a source of
great strength .

The - United - States ~ justly prided
themSel_ves on the blockade of the
whole Sputhern coast. It was a great
feat; but it would have been an impos-
sible feat had the Southerners been
mote qnumerous, and a nation of sea-
mén... 'What was shown was not how
such a blockade can be malintained,
but.that such a blockade was possible
in the face of a population not only
unused to the sea, but scanty in num-
bers.  The plan, correct under .the cir-
cumstances, could not have been car-
ried out in the face of a real navy,
Scattered unsupported along the coast,
the United States ships kept their
places singly or in small detachments,
in face of an extensive network of in-
land - water communications which
favored secret concentration of the en-
emy. Had there been a Southern navy
to.profit by such advantages or by the
scattered = condition of the United
States ships, the latter could not have
been distributed as they were; and
being forced to concentrate for mutual
supporf, many small but useful ap-
proaches would have been left open
for commerce. But as the Southern
coast, from its extent and many Inlets
might have been a’source of strength,
so from those very characteristics; it
became a fruitful source of ‘injury. At
every -breach of the sea front their
warships were entering.

Gentlemen, look at the coast of Brit-
ish Columbia. Surely there nature has
made a coast which must in the sturg-
gle for supremacy, aye, in the struggle
for existence, which is bound to con-
tinue while man has an animal nature;
surely, I say, one cannot help seeing a
coast which is to be either a source of
great weakness or great ‘strength to
Canada. It has all the inducements
required for a seafaring population,
secure anchorages and a fishery second
to none in the world for extent and
fruitfulness. Get it back for our peo-
ple before it is too late. From the
British seafaring population the men
will be found plenty to take a share in
the defence of what they possess, en-
couraged by what their forefathers
have done on the sea and ready to pro-
tect their possessions and to uphold
the pride and the might of the Empire.

I ask you, .gentlemen, to exonerate
me from any intention to “lzy down
the law.” These words are -only the
first impressions of a newcomer and
as such have probably all the weak-
ness. inherent in_first impressions, but
I must admit that'I congratulated my-
self when within a few days of their
being formed they were in a great
measure endorsed by so notable & man
as the Premier of British Columbia,
and my excuse for this speech is that
I wish to continue the train of thought
which he first laid down and which I
should be sorry to see forgotten.

EIINSERVATIVES AT
NEW WESTMINSTER

Provinéial Convéention Opened
“—Premier McBride on
Ottawa Mission

New Westminster, Nov. 24.—With
the drop of Chairman Mackay’s gavel,
which opened the fifth annual conven-
tion of the British Columbia Conser-
vative Association In New Westminster
this’ merning, comes the beginning-of
a political session which has been
looked forward to with great. inter-
est ever since the last campaign and,
if predietions do.'not fall far short,
there will be much of importance sald
and done. Prominent politicians
from all over the province are in at-
tendapce and will take an active part
in the work of the meetirgs.
Resolutions wide in their scope anad
of far-reaching xmportanee‘ ‘will; ittis
expected, come up .for conslderation
Most of the delegations will present
resolutions to the Tresolution com-
mittee, and that body will
them to the convention the first thing
to-morrow morning. The order of
business is practically the same as that
which has been followed at all of the
four previous conventions held by this
association.

‘While the credentials committee was

submit{:

delegates, Mayor Lee, of New Wogt
minster delivered the address of v
come.

Forlloﬂrmg ‘this speech- making
oredentfals Eommittee submitteq
report and at the conclusion of this
John B, Willlamson, of Vanc m]f‘..- )
aecreta.ry of the association, reaq p;.
report.

There is considerable disappoint
ment felt over the fact that Hon W. 3
Bowser will not be present at th, con
vention.  Mr. Bowser this morniy
wired to the chairman of the cony 3
tion; .

“Impossible for me to leave Victoria
this week, as I am the only minist
left.”

Premier MecBride, on arising to aq
dress the comvention, was rm{\
with great applause. He said th: at ti ;
members of the party had worke
hard in the recent elections and hagd
scored a brilliant victory. Speaking
of the matters which are awaiting
settlement ‘between the province and
the Dominion, Mr. McBride said that
he was fully assured that satisfac.
tory arrangements In respect to a
these matters would be made as \
as possible. The people of the prov-
ince, he declared, need feel no anxletv
on this: point. The special measures
in which they were interested would
be attended to at Ottawa to their sat-
isfaction. At the same time it was
well for them not to be impatient, but
to remember that the needs of other
parts of the Dominion had also to be
looked after. The Dominlon govern-
ment, however, would see to it that
every - satisfactlon was given to Brit-
ish Columbia and in arriving at a so-
Iution of outstanding matters the
would be aided by the splendid pha
lynx which the province had sent tn
Ottawa to support the new Conser:
tive premier, Mr. R. L. Borden.

Premier McBride closed with a
erence to the great prosperity whi
the city of New Westminster had at
talned despite disasters by fire
flood In its earMer days. The city
said, gave every indication of beco:
ing a magnificent centre of commer
cial life and he was sure that in the
achievement of that ambition the cit
would have the hearty good wish
not only of the delegates to the cor
vention but of all the citizens of ths
province.

ANOTHER PIONEER
HAS PASSED AWA\

Charles McKay Smith Died
This.-Morning—Came Here
Many Years Ago

wel-

’ha

en-

(From: ¥riday’'s Dally.)

! Charles McKay Smith, a resident
Victoria since °'68, passed away thi
morning -at St. Joseph’s hospital. Al
though Mr. Smith was 89 years of agr
and had been ailing for the past fort
night his death came as a shock to hi
friends, ' for he was not considered t
be in a dangerous condition. In his
passing Victoria loses one who ha
long held a high place in the esteem
the community.

Mr. Smith was a brother of the late
Hon. Amor De Cosmos, who represent
ed Victoria in ‘the federal parliamer
from 1874 to 1882 and who was known
throughout Canada for his brillianc
and as a man who did a great deal for
the province.

Mr. Smith was born in 1822 at Wind-
sor, N. S., where he received his early
education and training as a contractor.
When 30 years old he, accompanied by
his brother, Mr. De Cosmos, crossed the
continent, and they made their home in
San Francisco, where Mr. Smith en-
gaged in the contracting business.

A few years later he visited Victoria
then in its infancy, but shortly return
ed to 'Frisco. . So impressed was he
by - the possibilities of the Vancouve
Island town, however, that in '58 !
left. San Francisco for good and se
tled in Victoria. He was again accou
panied by his brother.

In the early ‘days Mr. Smith did
great deal of building in Victoria, a
put up temporary quarters for many
Victorfa’s - most important busin
houses. He built the original treas
building on Government street, on
site of the old post office, and also t!
first post office building in the ci!
For a number of years he engaged !
exploration on the mainland and ma
quite a reputation for himself in tf
line.

Mr. Smith = was a reticent, retir
man, and took almost no part in D!
lic affairs. ‘Inithis he was the: dir
opposite of - his brother, who, befi
standing for the federal parliam
had sat in Vancouver Island Leg!
tive Assembly as Vietoria's represent
tive, and’ after the union of the tv
colonies; in ‘the Legislative Councli «
British Columbia until confederation
Mr. De-Cosmos was premler and presi-
dent of the executive council from 187
to 1874.

Mr. Smith- was married in  Vict
not long after his arrival here.

wife dled shortly after the birth of
only child, Robert C. Smith, who &
vives him. He resided with his s
1424 Government street. Two sis
survive in Windsor, N. S.

— e .~ LA

BLOCKADE OF DARDANELLIES

London, Nov. 24.—The Times D
lishes the following special dispa
dated Constantinople, Nov. 23.
The expectations of an Italian bl
ade of the Dardanelles, which
recently been growing, received
fication this evening. The ambas
dor of Russia and Austro-Hung
went to the Porte where the ca
was  in counsel, and intimated
the two governments had receil
notification from Ttaly that she
abeut. to Dlocade the Dardanelles
is learmed privately that next Su
is comsidered the probable day f
commencement . of the blockad

h

te

The fine *of! the C. P. R. =
Princess Adelaide of $500
manifesting- hér cargo has beell
duced by customs nmun to $25

According to Census Director
the value of all livestock in ti
Btates in 1910 was $4, 895,000,000, «

velop and to work upon, but I know it

e S

busy examining the credentials of the

with $3,075,000,000 in 1909.
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