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Can the most earnest Temperance advocate set forth in terms more forci­

ble and impressive the nature and influence of that occupation upon com­
munity, when it is declared by the solemn dictum of our Legislators that 
he that follows it must do so under a serious statutory disqualification.

But we have upon our Statute-book a still more significant “sign of the 
times,” and one which in fact yields to us the essential ground of prohibi­
tive legislation. So irresistible have become the convictions of the evils of 
whisky and whisky drinking upon the highest interests of our country ; so 
patent the prostitution of one of our dearest privileges, the elective fran­
chise, to their baneful influences, that even the present Ministry, with all its 
apparent contempt of Temperance Legislation, has given the strongest proof 
of the force of these convictions.

In the recent “ Elective Franchise Act” an effort—we will say an honest 
effort—appears to have been made to secure the purity of Elections, and as an 
important and essential provision the thirteenth section enacts as follows :

“ Every hotel, tavern and shop in which spirituous or fermented liquors 
“ or drinks are ordinarily sold, shall be closed during the two days appointed 
“ for polling in the Wards of Municipalities in which the polls are held, in 
“ the same manner that it should be on Sunday during Divine Service ; and no 
“ spirituous or fermented liquors or drinks shall be sold or given during the 
“ said period, under a penalty of twenty-five pounds against the keeper 
« thereof if he neglects to close it, and under a like penalty if he sells or 
“ gives any spirituous or fermented liquors or drinks as aforesaid.”

Here then, my Brothers, we have our cardinal principle yielded—that is, 
Constitutional J*roh ibition.

The good of society demands the utmost care—the most essential guard 
for securing the purity of Elections—demands that the sale of spirituous 
or fermented liquors—aye, even the giving of them for drinks, shall be pro­
hibited while the elections are in progress. And if it is constitutional for 
the good of society to prohibit the sale for two days, then it is so to prohibit 
for a week, for a year, forever.

Again—we invite your attention to an extract from the Presentment of 
the Grand Jury at the late Assize for the City of Toronto, and not so much 
to the declaration of the Jury affirming the fearful prevalence of the vice 
of drunkenness as to the admissions made by Chief Justice Draper in his 
reply to the Grand Jury. Other Juries in the same place have presented 
like facts, but learned Judges from the same Bench have scouted the idea 
of correcting such evils by legislation—or as they said, “ to make men sober 
by legislation.”

“In common,” say the Jury, “ with all past Grand Juries, the members 
“ of the present one cannot but reiterate their conviction, from painful ex- 
“ perience, that the large proportion of crime and misery found in this city 
“ (and everywhere throughout the country) must be traced to the facilities 
“ furnished by the Municipal authorities for the sale of intoxicating drinks.
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Now mark the Chief Justice in reply :—
“ Most of the evils which have been pointed out and with ample reason, 

are such as can only be remedied by the Legislature ; some, indeed, and
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