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FOLLIES ÔF THE PASSING SHOW—By Mitchell
(Cepyrisht. Hll, by Fatik Udf.r C. )
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dies’THE KNOCKERS OUT AGAINST 

PUBLIC OWNERSHIP
The Toronto W orld herlted from their far forefathers. 

Her language policy 'was to be dic­
tated to her by the kaleer, and she 
was to be toe cat's paw <o pull the 
monkey's colonial cheeteuts out of 
the Are. Belgium's No la ae defiant 
as four yeare ago and ehe still stands 
with those who would dam back the 
tide of Hun militarism.

In one sense we are doing much 
for Belgium; Britain entered the war 
because of her, and we shall flglrt till 
the death In that causa But there 
are many who do not yet realise all, 
that Belgium's.action has involved liv 
suffering for herself, or all that her 
heroism meant for us thru her as­
sistance In holding the line that was 
so nearly broken In 1914. * Belgium 
thrust her poor bleeding body In the 
gap and held It Just long enough to 
check the savages In their levy on
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mates that th* .competition of the Cana­
dien Pacific may put the national railway 
system out of business.

At beet, our neighbor eeems to look upon 
the government's recent achievement à* • 
mere experiment, which can be tried out 
for a year or tWo, at the end of which 
time we may.dectdf to invert to private 
ownership. To quote :

The all-important -thing is not -head­
long haste to Increase the state's rail­
way ownership, but te get the country 
the very beet Service out of all the rail­
way systems operated within Its bounds. 
If the Grand Trunk and the Grand 
Trunk Pacific Companies can carry, on 
for a year or two upon their own re­
sources. and handle with economy and 
despatch all the traffic that 1* offered 
to them, we eee no reason why the 
government should not-let them do so. 
It ie not a time for plunging raehly in­
to unnecessary debt. In the meantime, 

i the new government board can be. tried 
out. and the public can.eee whether they 
are better served by government com­
missioners administering the O.NJt. or 
by company directors administering the 
Grand Trunk system».

The Globe and The Mall alike bring 
funeral bakemeatg to furnish forth the 
weddinv breakfast. They do not rejoice 
over the jtuptlale, but go about With long 
faces, shaking their heads In ominous 
prediction. But they at least say some­
thing, while the paper» of Montreal, Ot­
tawa, Hamilton and London remain si­
lent. The Hamilton Herald, it Is true, has 
something to say. but It Is mainly to dé­
plora the feet that no representative of 
labor has a place on the new directorate, 
and The Globe regrets that * public own­
ership man le not on tbe board. Possibly 
the Junta of lawyers who more os less 
dominate the Ottawa government did not 
want a labor man or a nubile ownership 
man on the board. At the same time, we 
are sure that the employee of the nation­
al system cgn count upon Just and con­
siderate treatment.

The Globe also objects to the feet that 
none of the eastern directes» have been 
distinguished in the past by their seal for 
public ownership. This obliquely pointe at 
Mr. Hanna, the new president. It must 
be remembered, however, that The Globe, 
while it opposed the selection of Mr. 
Hanna, and also the selection of Mr. 
Cochrane, declined to suggest anyone else 
for the place except Lord Shavghnessy!

»' Scarcely a cheer, or eound of Jubila­
tion comes from the preee over the great 
eyent by which a nation-wide railway 
system Dusses under national ownership 
and operation. Tbe Toronto Globe, which 
has been every now and then advocating 
complete railway nationalisation, devotes 
a long editorial, not to acclaiming the 
big step forward Just taken by the gov­
ernment, but rather to pointing out with 
gloomy forebodings the difficulties which 
beset the undertaking. We are told that 
govemment"8Wnersblp Is not a new thing 
In Canada and that we have had It for 
half a century bn the Intercolonial, With 
ever-recurring deficits. The road, we are 
old, has' never paid Ite fixed charges, 

and ha* not alwayp been able to meet 
operating expenses. Henceforward, The 
Globe telle us. passenger ahd freight 
rates must be Jacked up on the Inter-' 
colonial, and, Indeed, oh the entire gov­
ernment system so as to enable the Can­
adian Northern, the National Trans­
continental, the Intercolonial and all the 
other government roads to earn, not only 
operating expenaes. but'Interest charges 
upon the dapltal Invested, and we read:

Railway fare» and rates on all the 
state railways must be such às to meet 
not only operating costs, but all fixed 
charges. There is no equitable reason 
for the continuation of a system under 

; which passengers are carried and goods 
shipped at lees than coat, and the lose 
to the natlbnai treasury Is made good 
by an excesaive income tax or customs 
tax levied upon all the people, many of 
whom may never use the national 
railways.

This Is self-evident, but there may 
be a disposition In certain! parta of the 
country directly affected by the momen­
tous changes that have taken plaça te 
load a part of the Inevitably huge fixed 
charge» of the state-owned roads on the 
taxpayer. That Is no longer possible.

; Railway rates In Canada hereafter will 
have to be fixed at figure» that will 

j enable the government, railway» te pey 
i their fixed chargee without having re­

course to the public till.
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humanity.
What have we done In return?

Every/man can say for himself. Have 
we done more than read the news­
papers, or let our relatives and friends 
go to the front for Belgium? Have 
we thought of Belgium as the friend 
who gladly laid down her life that our 
lives should be preserved? Their suf­
ferings are not over. Daily, hourly, these 
four years past, their outraged peo­
ple, their starving aged ones, their 
dying children, have cried for help 
and for vengeance- Are we keener to 
send vengeance than help? Do we 
admire the son! of Belgium -that la 
not lost? And then are we careless 
whether that hero soul has a body 
In which to make ite peace? The 
Belgian Relief Fund Is presenting a 
case that brings these, question» home 
to one’s heart, and the tragedy of 
Belgium le our business. There are 
little'babies there, crawling up In the 
hunger line, pinched with famine, 
waiting for the bowl of soup and .toe 
two bits of bread that will keep them 
alive for another day. And they are 
hoping that wc shall not fall to send 
the bite of bread. The dogs ate the
crumbs that fell from the rich man’s wreck public ownership and paralyse the 
table- Have we no crumbs to send °°mmerce of Canada, The National 
to these Infante? One could even Transcontinental, for example, 1» a colo-

___ niietlon road which can scarcely hope for
starve more comfortably knowing one ,earg t0 to more o,an operat-
had helped to relieve some of these |„, expenses. If Its rates were made high 
little ones. enough to pay Interest upon its capltall-

The horrors of the situation In Bel- *»tlon of two hundred million, dollar» 
glum are nothing to the horror of no, °°uld be secured. The Inter-
beln* able to heln and failtna hv co on * ' "tEklh* one yeer with another, _

i ^ scarcely earn» enough to pay operating The Toronto News very pertinently
carelessness or neglect- There are expense, god ptoytdp ,-for renewals and T01"18 out that, if Mr. Hanna had not 
other victims of the war, it is true, betterments, 'jwr Thg Globe would have been appointed president, the government 
but these are now brought specially It charge rates high enough to secure would have had te fill that position with 
to our attention, and next week has a return upon the capital Invested estl- *°m* other man actively Identified with 
been set apart for measures of self- ^at®^ at 8110,000 a mile. The Canadian • great railway corporation, and possibly
denial with the Intent of helping the 1«T th^P“‘year h/d to *° for ,uch a ™a" to
..i,vW . , ,, ” meet its fixed charges. The Prince the United States. It pays a well-de-neg or In Belgium that has fallen Edward Island Railway and the partly- served tribute to Mr. Hanna's Integrity
among the thieves of Potsdam. constructed Hudson Bay Railway can l and ability. It commends the progressive

scarcely be expected to earn operating course of the government, and 
expenses. For the government, therefore, speedy nationalisation 
to attempt to make this system Into
which these roads are. to be combined 
earn enough to pay operating expenses, « 
fixed chargee and betterment* can only

:fcr-$ The Incentive of Public Service. if
m1We. shall now have a demonstration 

of the reality of what has often been 
doubted lh Canada—that men of ex­
perience, of ability and of approved 
merit are not only as willing to serve 
the public as they are.to serve private 
Interests, but that they are more will­
ing. We believe that there Is an in­
spiration In public service which pri­
vate service never yields. We have 
constant examples In the national life 
of men tolling unremittingly with com­
paratively slight reward for the na­
tion to which they owe their being, 
and rendering services which could 
scarcely be procured by private Inter­
est».

A certain order of mind Inclines to 
think that a public servant with great 
opportunities will use them only for 
hie own advantage, and cynics who, 
have never read Hepworth Dixon's 
“Hfe of Bacon" with the documente 
are fond of quoting Macaulay and Pope 
to the effect that the wisest of men 
will yield to the temptation to graft. 
It may suit the cynics to think so, but 
the facte are against it, arttl Bacon’s 
life, as Dixon proves by documentary 
evidence, wae absolutely free from 
such taint.

lt ie the rare exception that a man 
falls In his public trust. The per­
centage, of failures Is certainly no 
higher than In private business. And 
there ie good reason for It. Leaving 
aside the legal deterrents which are 
Just as potent In public as in private 
affaire, the Incentive to upright deal­
ing Is much higher. Borne men have 
not evolved the consciousness of re­
sponsibility imposed by a trust, but 
the number of these men who 
could pass the other qualifications 
for public service are singularly 
few. Responsibility calls for t the 
development in men of an order 
of all-round 7 trustworthiness In 
the discharge of plain business 
end commercial affaire which in ‘the 
higher ranks begets the loftiest moral­
ity. A man cannot be crooked. In One

;
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•j productlone and rnanunactUred ar­
ticles, what Mr. Humble has to aay In 
substance is true, but as far as agri­
cultural products are concerned he is 
not competent to give a just Judg­
ment on the matter. Now, good hun­
dred acre farms can be bought wlthhi 
86 milee of Toronto. Now, -let Mr. 
Humble and Ms friends who think 
farmers are growing rich pool if and 
buy a farm, etock It with cows, hire a 
man to manage it, pay all Interest, taxes 
and insurance, hired help and so on. 
eell their milk or any article they can . 
rilde for what they eee fit; and then 
tell the publk how their accounts bal-

D. >f. Htttly,,

High Price» and Farm Produce.

dm

Editor World: Just a few lines re 
the article of T. M. Humble. I take 
Issue with him In reference to Justifi­
cation. I am not Interested In the 
milk going to "fironto.^but why should 
the milk producers not raise prices tie 
well as any other line? Big as it may 
look the price» of dairy and farm 
products are not in. it with all lines of 
manufactured articles. Look at the 
price of hides, and look at the prie? 
of harnesa Weigh up all the leather 
In a set and tbe castings and eee what 
you pay a pound for leather and Iron. ance.
I bought 11-2 ounces of leather re-

■cently and paid 26 cents for it. 1 dkl Florence, .Sept. 18. 
not buy lt by tbe ounce, but I weigh­
ed lt when I arrived home and It 
weighed 11-2 ounces. Figure lt for 
youreelf and compare the price of Ottawa, Sept. 20.—Incorporation has 
hides and leather. I am not In favor been granted to the following . Joint 
9f the boosting, but what' 1» the pro- «cck «e^Mlesj^Tbe PMi Store, 
ducer going to do? Everything he
touches Is soaring out of all propor- $600,000 : Toronto Athletic Club, Ltd., 
tiens to Ms line at productions' when Toronto, capital $60,000; '
climatic conditions do not affbet their Patent Hat Lining Company, Ltd., 

production. Going Into all lines of Montreal, capital $20,000.

DEATHLESS DAY.
Some poets 'in their mournful lays 
DaSght to speak of "long dead days," 
A» if a day by passing by 
Pouj* ever really tntor,4««t

urges to* 
of the Grand

j 4»>

Putting Up ftba Price o£ Paper.
We Invite the careful attention of 

oqr readers to the letter which ap­
pears in another part of this paper 
from the newspaper»’ commltte. to 
R. A. Pringle, K.C.. newsprint paper 
commissioner at Ottawa. The letter 
complains of the recent ruling by the 
commissioner that public hearings 
must be resumed before him next 
Monday and that a new price for 
newsprint paper will ie fixed on Oct. 
tot. 1

The advance In the price of news­
print paper may well challenge pub­
lic attention. It has already forced 
many papers to suspend publication, 
and a number of others, especially 
the smaller papers, are finding the 
greatest difficulty In making both/ 
ends meet. Another twist of the 
wrench, another upward shoot In the 
price of their raw material will prob­
ably force a number of them out of 
business.

A free press Is no less essential to 
the safety of a nation than a free 
government. Hence as a matter of 
public policy the government may 
well Intervene to protect the pub­
lishers from extortionate prices. The 
newsprint commissioner u examining 
Into the subject, but so our readers 
will »ee by the letter above referred 
to, the publishers are -„ked to dlgeet 
and controvert on a few days’ notice 
the voluminous report of an expert 
which has been In preparation for 
many months. The requirement le tio 
unfair and Impossible that the 
papers' committee feel nothing can 
be accomplished by their being 
presented at the co.—ng hearing be­
fore the commissioner.

An impression has grown up that 
the newspapers have recouped them- 
selve-» by ' increasing their price to 
two cents a copy. A* a matter of 
fact they would be much better off 
with the old price of paper and sell­
ing at one cent 
scarcely subsist as things are, and 
The Montreal Gaxette has given no­
tice of an increase to three cents a 
copy. This tendency to paes every­
thing on to the public, however, i§ 

At best It helps 
the newspapers financially by limit­
ing their circulation ‘and by decreas­
ing their number. It tends to 
poly, and is prejudicial to the public 
Interest.

II Trunk. is
Sir .Robert Barden and his colleagues 

have made a'fine Start lh the national-

zzr “*,wh* -«-«s rfCtJagatt- lua-aessrrsu? ~
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year, and yet since January first net the °rantf Tn,nk' <*rsnd Trunk Pacific, 
earnings, and even gross earnings, have Canadian Northern, National Transcon- 
fallen off. The spa* earnings of the tinental and Intercolonial Railways are 
Canadian Pacific from January to . June linked up, this country will peqseae one 
Inclusive showed a steady togs of one of the greatest. If not the very greatest, 
million dollars per month, compared with state-owned transportation systems In 
1*17- ’■ the world.
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emerges hae done eo because hie gen­
eral average muet be high. A break 
in one Une of action would so lower 
the general, average that he woùld be 
ranked with tbe Inefficient. This le 
why, more than tor any other reason, 
the drinking man hae disappeared 
iroflji hi* business.

It should. be clearly kept in mind 
that politicians are not necessarily 
business men. This is why It is de­
manded that the great public services 
shall be kept free from politics. The 
men who come from big business ta 
take their place in the big business 
affairs of the nation are of necessity 
of approved probity.
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TARTARS HOLD BAKU..

Constantinople, Sept. 20.—The Town 
of Baku, Trans-Caucasia, has been 
occupied by Tartar volunteers, says 
an official statement Issued by the 
Turkish war office.

■*

.' 1 *91Hi
if The Globe's advice Is, therefore, foolish. 

We can only hope lt Is not maUeloue. 
It points out that rates are eighteen per 
cent, lower on the Intercolonial than on 
the other roads, and thinks they should 
be Increased. Perhaps they should, but 
if they are to be Increased sufficiently 
to meet fixed chargee, they would have 
to be doubled. Does The Globe wish to 
stir the Maritime Provinces to some­
thing like mutiny against the proposed 
unification of our state-owned roads into 
one national railway system? Does lt 
desire the public to associate national 
ownership of railways everywhere with 
extortionate passenger and freight rates?

We have no doubt that lt may be 
necessary to Increase railway rates both 
east and west, but tbe charge for the 
service should never be mere tkSR what 
the service Ie really worth. With the 
consolidation of the various state-owned 
road» Into one system many economies 
can be effected, and when we ultimately 
nationalise all the railways the great 
earning power of the Canadian Pacific 
will help repair the unavoidable deficit» 
on some of the other roads. Perhaps 
sooner or later we will have to write 
off exceeelve capitalization. The main 
Idea of public ownership, after all, Is not 
profit, but service.

The World greets the rising sun with a 
smiling face. We are sure that thb Cana­
dian Northern directorate will soon have 
under Ite control all 
roads In Canada. We have reason to be­
lieve that the Grand Trunk and the Grand 
Trunk Pacific lines will soon Join the sys­
tem. We are confident that the manage- 
ment In charge 
economies and will show a large increase 
in net earnings. We believe the national 
system Is going to be such a success as 
to compel the Canadian Pacific to apply 
for admittance. Higher freight rates may 
be necessary, but we do not believe they 
will be made effective In a ruthless or 
tyrannical manner. Equalisation of freight 
ratee may be necessary, but we do not 
believe that our friend» in the Maritime 
Provinces will be unfairly detit with. At 
any rate, we are not going to knock the 
new
way. There wae a good deal of knocking 
of the national system In the United 
States, Including sabotage by certain offi­
cial». Mr. McAdoo, however, went ahead 
and has so inspired public confidence that 
the person who now maliciously knocks 
the government administration of rail­
ways In the United State» 1» regarded ae 
a public enemy.

The Mail and Empire, perforce, follows 
the government, but, as to Its policy of 
railway nationalization, It follow» with 
leaden feet. The government Is cautioned 
against rushing with headlong haste Into 
more nationalization. The Mali te, appar­
ently, hopeful that the Grand Trunk lines 
will not be acquired, and more than Inti-

Our national system is undoubtedly 
weak In the Ontario peninsula, ft does 
not serve that fair portion of Ontario 
which borders upon and rugs back from 
the Lake Brie front, and lt doee not 
extend to either the Niagara or the De­
troit River frontier. As the Intercolon­
ial has been a Maritime Province reed 
■o the Canadian Northern hae been a 

The system to be com­
plemented and well balanced should In­
clude the Grand Trunk, which fairly 
gridiron» the Province of Ontario. Run­
ning rights and traffic arrangements at 
any rate should be secured without de­
lay.

But the outstanding fact te that Can- 
Na has embarked on the great under­
taking of nation»! ownership «ad ad­
ministration of railways, telegraphs. 
Press and parcel poet; and that the 
government has entrusted the manage­
ment of the nation's railways to a board 
of railway and business men who are to 
be free of any and all political Inter­
ference. We are making th* start In 
earnest and we may make some mis­
take, and we will certainly encounter 
criticism—fair and unfair—of such a 
policy. But we will go on nevertheless 
and tbe public wiu support the 
departure. It the officials and directors 
are not equal to the responsibility Im­
posed on them we will have to try other 
men to do the work. But first let ve 
give them a chance te ehe* what they 
can de. Don't knock but encourage. 
Most of til patronise your own read and 
telegraph*. There are difficulties In the 
way.
way history In the past have to be 
overcome as best we can, and the friends 
and agent# and organ» of the private- 
owned railway» will be busy doing their 
best to discredit the policy and the 
carrying lt out. 
with the new plan, end pubMc opinion, if 
nothing else, win ferm the new beard 
and officiel» te go straight end 
the nation, 
eemed In getting’ the System going than 
lt Is In finding fault. Let the public 
watch the director* and the officials; 
also keep their eye on the knockers In 
the press or In conversations. The hope 
of public ownership 1» in the watchful 
eye of the public more than Ip anything 
else, and In It» undivided and persistent 
support. The people meet “roet" for 
their own railways. Don't knock!
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graduated in the school of reeponsi- 
'tMJty, and Its acid tests have dis­
covered no flaws.

1 western read.

I
II Very frequently 

the politician, especially in local mat­
ters, has never been tested at all. If 
he realize» no pulblle responsibility 
and te conscious of no higher aim than 
his own advancement, there le noth­
ing to warrant hie admittance to the 
rank» of those who have shown their 
mettle in the success of real service. 
Too frequently the failures of biail- 
ness get Into politics.
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I.' The Inspiration of serving hie coun­
try, of making the nation an abler, a 
finer unit in the human order, of de­
veloping a new condition of efficiency 
and organization, theee things appeal 
to the responsible public servant as 
Me craft to the artist, as harmony 
to the musician.

news-
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new
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When men begin to 
make history a new note is struck 
in their consciousness.

curren; 
,000 vo 
In feci. _ . A pew note 1n

Canadian history is struck In the 
nationalization of the great public 
utilities. The honesty and the skill 
with which they are carried on will 
furnish the nation with 
ante of public life.

the state-owned
a copy. They can: Fl The many mistakes In our rall-wlU effect wonderfulnew stand-

it-ii one to be reelated.

mM'n' fj Belgium, die Martyr. men
But publie opinion Iett must aatonleh the Hune and up- 

eet all their theories to find that the 
little Belgian nation, In eplte of all 
the “schrecitllchkelt" and diabolism 
with which the kaiser has visited It, 
1» still as gallant as ever, still as fully 
poseeswed of its soul, still as deter­
mined to eee the Hun farther before 
lt would yield a Jot to the Iniqultoue 
demands made upon It, «till ae 
haughty as ever in rejecting the in- 
eultlng proposals made against lu 
honor, etili as proud In the assertion 
of Ite Independence.

The latest proposal ^pf Germany 
that Belgium will abandon its neu­
trality and become a western bul-

I1 mono*
1 5
f i " *

'111
serve
con-Let the newspapers get their The World 1* more

material at a fair price, and let the 
everyday citizen get his dally 
as cheaply as possible. The publish­
ers are convinced that they have a 
good case, but they demand time and 
opportunity to properly present that 
cane to the newsprint commissioner 
and to the people of Canada.

I Pi
• I paper

national system before It gets under

I

time ta. r»

111 A change of
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•nfermatlonNO FALSE U-BOAT HOPES.

I London, Bept. 20.—Lord Northcllffe, 
addressing the Newfoundland forestry 

week of Germany with commercial, companies engaged In wood-cutting In 
and economical connections which ! Scotland, at Kenmore Camp yesterday, 
would eventually bind the Belgian ur6ed them not to let the prevalent 
people to Germany 1. Incompatih.e Tr™*? totîr‘tlm^ge"^"/,?
with the undying nplrl*. of nationality lorts. He said every stick was a plank 
vblch the Jnodÿrn Belgians have In- in th.' bridge of victory.
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After Six
' AFTER six, when the Btrengtb-eapping 
i aX labor of tbe day has taken all the gimp 

ont of you, and you arrive home tired, all in, 
just ready to drop, then it ih you’ll really

i

* »,

IMPQIAL BEERS
Lager • Ale • Stout
The healthfal principles of hope and malt are 
embodied in these brews, making them not 
only delicious beverages, but excellent te 
restore vim and vigor, j
O’Keefe’s Imperial Beers are nude under the 
most rigid conditions of sanitation and come 
to you pure and wholesome. Any member 
of tbe family cam eqjoy them. They are 
refreshing and delicious.

Ask for Imperial Beers at hotels and res- 
taurants, or order by the 
grocer.
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OTCXEFB’S “O. K." BRAND «4 YORK 
SPRINGS GINGER ALBS eo sale at an

THE O’KEEFE BREWERY CO.
LIMITS»

TORONTO, ONTARIO

Canada Feed leer* LIS-IOS
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A Line of Cheer x|0 
Each Day of the Year

By Jehu Kendrick Bangs.

Our Serial Story

“THE WIFE"
Will Be Found on 

Fame Ten
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