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it w.'is rliarnetl with these siinis. Ilitlierto

they have not been iumiIi. thi y h;ivo lieen

uiiicli In the aKKrefrate, but In any one year
up to the present time the anmunt has not

been lar^'e cnoii^'h to become a matter of

liny considerable consequence. lUit \vith

tlie prospect of havinsr to pay very l.irue

sums now and for several years tn come
for tliat service, I tliinl< the House will

ajrree with me that It is lime there was n
clian;,'e in the method of book-i<eepinK. I

propose, therefore, tliat hereafter, beginning
witli the 1st of July next, whenever pay-
ments are made in tlie way of bounties on
iron and steel, they should be paid directly

from the treasury and should be shown in

the public accounts in that way, Instead of
appeariui; in the Auditor Ceueral's Keport,

which is the oidy place you can conveniently

find them, as a refund of tluty, wliicli is of

course entirely incorrect. Now, I ti)i::lv the
House ;,'enerally will auree with me that

this is a wise policy. There Is one other
point in connection with the matter. If

these bounties were to be paid contiuu-
o'-'ly from year to year as part of our
ordinary expenditure, we should of course,
have to charge them ajininst the revenue I

of tlie year, they would have to be charses
nsainst income. But the House Is aware
that we are treating this as a tem-
porary subsidy for the establishmeui of

{

a great industry, and we pro; ose tliat

!

tliat sliould cease to exist this-- year in a '

short time -In six years frcm the 1st!

of ,Tuly next. We propose, tlierefore. to i

treat this precisely as we do a railway sub-

1

sidy, and that it sliould appear In a state-
j

ment of tlio public accounts exactly as a i

railway subsidy now appear.'-. That will

inal-;e a slight chanse in some comparisons
that are occasionally made. If we want to

be absolutely exact in our calculation with
respect to customs revenue and with respect

to surplus and deficit, a careful note must
be taken by tliose interested in such dis-

!

cussions. and it will be admitted that it is
I

better that we should makf a change in

the way I propose than that .ve sliould go
on payir.g large sums of money, one million,

(

two millions, some persons say three, four
'

or five millions, in the way that It has hith-

erto iieeii paid, lhu.s diminishing our appar-
ent customs revenue. Instead of p.-iying It

as a direct charge upon the country.

Mr. W.M.L.VfK. Will it be charged to
consolidated revenue fund ?

The MI.MSTKU OF KINANCK, It will

not be charged to consolidated revenue
fund.

.Mr. WALLACE. Why V

The MIMSTKK OK FIXAXCE. It will

be treated as a railway sul).<idy. We have
treated railway subsidies, not as ch.irgeaiile

to the ordinary revenue of the year, but to

a s,)ecial revenue, and not as if it were to

lie. onie an ordinary and annual cliar^'e. If

it were a continual charge it would be per-

fectly right to charge it auainst the consul!

dated fund, tiiat Is, againsr the ordinary ex-

penditure of the country : i)ut as it is to be
a special charge, exlstiiir only tor a sliort

period and designed as a subsidy for estal,-

lisliing a groat industrj-, we propose t;' treat

it exactly as the grant of a similar .sum of
money for the encouragement of a railway.

Mr. WALLACE. Then we understand it

will be charged to capit.il account ':

The MIXISTER OF FIXAXCE. Well, tlio

book-keepers make a fine distinction, which
perhaps neither my hon. friend nor myself
clearly see, between capital account ;nid

railway subsidies. Perhaps the theory upon
which that has been done is this : That il

you make a public work, even though, it is

only a hole in the ground, it belongs to the
Domii.ion. but a subsidized railway does not
h ong to the Dominion. That is the theory,
at all events. We do not call it, techni-
cally, capital account. It Is charged to a

special account, but in the sense which the
hon. gentleman has in his mind It is capital

account, inasmuch as it is not charged in

the ordinary expenditure of the year.

TARIFF—BEET ROOT SUGAR INDUSTRY.

I do not propose. Mr. Speaker, to make
any changes in the tariff. In saying that I

do not f('r one moment assume that the

tariff is perfect, I quite realize that imper-

fections may be shown. 1 realize that here

and there some special interest would be
pleased if we were to make some change.

I am not prepared to say that there are
not some cases in which there are inequali-

ties which might better be remedied. But
there are not many items in the tariff which
can stand absolutely alone. Occasionally, a


