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our own UN regards the law ami the coii-
stltution? I fio further, ns far as the work-
liiK of our system of eilucatiou is eoiicenii'd.
-May I refer lion, iiieniljeis to a speech made
hy the ri;;ht lioti. the First Minister in iv.t3
in which he said in .sulisiance :

•
1 l<n(>\v that

tlie law i)i'()lects the iiiiiioi'iiy in tlie piov-
iiice of (Jnel'ec. l>ut there are many ways
in wliicl) an anwillini; ni.i.jority c.in evade
the law—and we h.ive evidence of that in
^H'veral proviaces (if the Doniinion. .Sup-
pose, far i7l^a.•lnfe. tile -ovcrniiient of the
jiroviiice of" (.iiieliec were to iholisli the
I'rotest.int section of the Conn. 1 of Kdnca-
ti<in. Would not that lie an inrauions
tliin;: which would c.-ill for redress at the
hands of a federal ;.'overnnient?' Well, tliat
was ilone l.y the Kovernnient of tlie .N'orth-
west Territor'es some years auo. I'.ut if it
lie infamous ;,. aliolish the supervision of
I'rotestant scliools Uy iToiestaiits. how
conies if to lie perfectly ]o-oper to aliolish
tlie sujiervisioii of C.-itholic srhools l.y
CatliolicsV How can one thiiii: lie irood iii

the west and had in the east? Ilow ca i it
lie just in the west ami unjust in the east?
II we are to mali(> a nation of tliis (/ouiilrv.
surely every one will admit th.it the priiu'i-
ple must prevail, not in wonl Imt in fact.
of eipial rif;lits ind equal justice to all.

To attain jrive the House an idea of what
kind of ar^'iiment is olTereii to our Knirlish
speakin;; friends these days on this (pies-
tioii. may I read a few lines written liv a
very talented eentlemaii in the city of Que-
Iiee. .and an .Viiirlic.m minister, the Rev 1'

O. Scott:

It «c aro to bo t hous" livi.I.rl a?alnst itsrlf.
If we are to set province aEaiiist province and
perpetuate our racial disc-ords. there can be
but one ultimate result, ami that is thp sub-
mergence of Canada by the United States and
the grand sweepins away of all of our civil
strife by the uprooting of trsaties, rights and
legal safeguards under a nation that recog-
nizes no state religion and tolerates no duality
of speech.
To avert that, to save Canada to Canadians,

we must establish, a.s I have saiil a broad spirit
of Canadian sentiment and that can only bo
done by a system of national common school?
The day is past when we looked to England's
interests first. Canada comes first to Cana-
dians

;
and to the west, broad, tolerant and ex-

pansive, we look for the light and healing of the
spirit of true Canadlanism that will mu an end
to the inherited animosities which darken and
strangle the national lite of the older Canada.

And then there is this still better :

Of course, the true inwardness of this attempt
to force upon the new provinces a school sys-
tem distasteful to them, is the disire to es-
tablish French Canadian colonies in the west,
where separate schools would enable them to
establish the French language ovor wide areas
The means for doing this would be readily fur-
nished by the religious communities expelled
from France, and it would not be many years
before there would grow up in the west a new
Quebec, with all Its racial, lingual and sectarian
animosities, eating the ilfe out of true Cana-
dian nationalism. <

I
There are Enslish-speiikluR Prote.stnnts

In. in my jirovince in this House. I wish
I lie hon. .Minister of Agriculture i.Mr.
I'lsheri were here. I see here my hon.
friend from SlielVord (.Mr. I'armelee). And
the hi>n. inemlier for .Montreal. St. Antoine
(.Mr. Allies) is pr.'^ent. 1 will ask any one of

• ti.ese I'rotestant representative.s from my
' province, whether present at the moment
or not. and whether Conservative or Lib-

!
iial, and regardless of their opinions In
tlie legislation that is no.- before us, to state
frankly in this House whetlicr there is, in
their o|ilnion, in any part of Caiuida. or in
any p.irt of tile world, so much toleration of
so much br(>adtli of mind as that shown by
French Canadians towards their Kir-'lish-
>|ieakiiig rrotestant compatriots. The other
day a letter was published in the Toronto
•News' which attractdl my attention. It
w.is written by a gentleman in the t iwii
'' Aylmer in the neighlioiiring county of
\\'riglit. This is wh.it it said, sjieaking of
tic schools of Quebec :

The separate school system is one of dls-
irust. suspicion and antagonism. ... As It
is, the priesthood are given control and pro-
ficiency, while they teach the merc^st rubbish
for history, while the teaching,' of the catechism
leaves no other impression possible but that
I'roiestanis are a curse to tlie earth.

Now, that letter was written in the
county of Wright opposite Ottawa. That
cotmty is two-thir<ls I'reiich Canadian
and foiir-fiflhs (.atholic. There was a
by-election in that county three weeks
before that letter was written. Three can-
didates were in the (ield. The Liberal can-
didate was an Irish Canadian without n
drop of French blood in his veins. The Con-
servative candidate was a .Scotch Presby-
terian without any trace of Fieu-h Canadhin
blood. A third candidate came into the
tield and appealed to luy lell.iw-couutrymen,
.saying: 'This county is Iwo-lliirds French
Canadian

; you should not vote for an
Irishman or a Scotchman : you should vote
for me, a French Canadi.in.' And what
^^as the result V The French Canadian who
appealed to racial pa.ssioii in that countv,
noiwithstanding that the voters wore brought
up under this priestly education, notwith-
standing that they were educated in scliools
where they were ' taught that Protestants
were a curse lo the earth '—this French
Canadian lost his deiiosit. The Irish Can-
adian was elected. And tlie Scotch Pres-
byterian received the strongest Conservative
\ote that had been cast in the countv for
years and years. And, in the citv of Hull,
where the whole population is under * priest-
ly education,' where the teachers are not
merely the ordinary parish priests, but
priests who belong to the monastic orders,
some of these ' iibomimilile orders • of
which the Ileverend Scott is so afraid : in
t:.c city of iluii where the schools are wholly
in the hands of friars and nuns, and where


