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discusses apparently in complete ignorance of its nature.
He goes on to say that the entente between Great
Britain, France and Russia was aimed against the triple
alliance of Germany, Austria, and Italy. Here comes
out the professor's impartiality. To his mind it was
right and proper that Germany, Austria, and Italy
should be allied, even though Germany's mission is

directed against decaying Latin civilization
; but when

England, France, and Russia compare notes he thinks
they are doing something wicked. Surely a professor,
before turning against the land from which his ancestors
came, should have read Sir Edward Grey's speech of
August 3, in which that statesman exi,.ained that when
the late crisis began, England was not committed by
any treaty or agreement to co-operation either with
France or Russia

; that the governments of those two
countries were reminded that this was the case and that
the British government was prepared to consider a policy
of neutrality on condition that Germany should respect
the neutrality of Belgium. It is true that English
neutrality was rendered difficult because in 1911, when
Germany was threatening to attack France, naval
arrangements were made by which the British navy
would have defended the French coast. Those arrange-
ments had not since been materially altered, largely
because no one either in France or in England thought
there was any probability of war. But when war
suddenly came the British government felt that, things
being as they were, it would be dishonourable to leave
the French coast exposed to an attack against which,
owing to those arrangements, France could make no
defence.

Two statements made by the professor strike me as
amazing. 'Great Britain was in dire need ..f an


