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I miist bo vory bviof. Zoroaster's iiamo, says Doan Stanloy, has always boon l)omid up

with tilt" b('i>iuiiini^s ol' sacred philosophy. I'rof. Moiiior "Williams nscribos to his sysiom

"a hiii'h spiritual charactt-r." It is, he says, "a simple relleitiou ol' the uatural workings,

couuter-workiiiL!' and iuti'r-workings of th(^ humnu miiul, in it'5 earuost strivings after

truth, in its imager gropings after more iight, in its strange hallucinations, ehildish

vagaries, foolish conceits and unaccountable inconsistencies." Of the Zendavesta, and the

religion which it represents, we are not, the same writer rightly urges, to measure its

importance by the small number of persons whose bible and creed they arc, but by their

connection with the history of those who were the lirst among the Aryans to achieve

empire, w^ho inherit (>d the glory of th(^ Assyrians and llabylonians, and "were for a time

the most conspicuous and remiirlcnble peo)il(\ on the surface of the <i-lo])e. influen* ing by

their religion and pliilosophical ideas, by their literature, laws and social institutions the

intellectual development of the w^hole human race." From that point of view the Iranian

conquests through Zoroaster may well be put on a par with those of the Indo-Aryans

through l?uddha. The imprint of th(>ir mind on that of the combined Semite and western

Aryan world mny, rather, indt>ed, take precedence for the importiince of its issues to the

iniluence on those around it of any ot u ^- community of which we have any record. Apart

from its plac(^ in the history of religion and ])hilosophy, Persian has had a long and

honourable literary career.

When from the Asiatii^ we turn to the ]']uropean Aryans, we iind ourselves on more

familiar L;inund. I need not linger on the story of Greece and liome. The history of the

former, though so changeful, has bei^n, in a sense, continuous from its heroic age to the

present. In the long line of Greek speech and literature there hns been no break from

Homer to George rhran'^ia, * or even, as Canon Farrar .says, to Tricoupi. ''In no other

lanainage," continues the same writer, " which the world has ev"r licard ^vould it be

possible to find the woi'ks of writers separated from each other by such enormous epochs,

and yet equally intelligible to any one who has been traiuiHl in the classical ibrm of the

langviage." Greek poets and historians and pliilosophcrs still help to make scholars and

thinkers. Their productions have not only contributed to our greatest intellectual

successes, but are a living acting force in the work of modern civilization. Even what we

owe to Hebrew Greek aided us to win and make our own. and those benefits which Arab

culture conferred on mediicvnl Europe, tlie Arabs themselves had, in a great measure,

learned from the Greeks. It is in the treasures of the Greek language thnt we look for an

ac<(uuit of those " iuotiiutions and conceptions wliich lie at llie base of modern civilization,

and at the same time it contains the record and pi'cscnls the spectacle of precisely those

virtues in \vhich modern civilization is most delicicnt." (Farrar's " frreek Syntax.") Nor

can Latin justly be called a dead langunge. Is not Komo, its central home, still the star

to which millicns of ("lirislcnddui limk for guidance, and, when that guidance comes,

vested in full autliority, is not the Latin language, the tongue of Cicero, of Tacitus, of

Jerome, of Auu'usi ine, t he medium of the direction or i^omniand ? Is it not still the language

of prayer and solemn rite to massijs of people of every clime '. Is it not also the common

* Willi liiiii ami l.aiiircus Cliali'mniidylas (ii'ianl .lelni Viiss clusi'S Ills list (irHir. (ircc^l; llislciriaiis of kimwii

ago. They lintli ui(.|e aCtcr tlin taUiiij.' nf Coin-liiMtliKiiild liy tlio Tiirk.s in 14.j3. ((ior. .loan. N'osnii Di Hist.

GriTi-h, 1. ii, c ii|>, .".II.)


