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ni(ne$Kts 0/ ing hack.' Du juii uisJerstitut), >Ir, U.? Meanwhile, be govfi enuujrh to tKU;faQr
readers t,ht names and plac^ of rmdencf of the persons shindered bjf ^JSpectator/ Till tbii U
4one, the public will rcmwia iu the dark as to their identity I !

!

In your next paragraph, you carry the war into the enemy'» camp, after this fashion:—
" We are glad that Mr. 'Spectator' detests 'vulgarity, lewdness and obscenity;' in this wt

join him, yet we grarcly wonder if he has not, us ' a Christian,' witapssod some scenf* of
Christian female immersion, as sliocking to r«ai modesty fl8 to behold, one lying with garments
well adjusted in the tabernacle.'' ,-,)• •

1 shall have to translate you again, Mr. t). What you wished to say !s tbi«; "We woq-
der that a '.Spectator' who has witnessed cases o\'fmale immersion, ehocking to retil modesty,
Ahould r,efer to the apectucle seen in our Tabernacle on the Camp-grouud, of femalea ivipjg on
itbe straw, in the midst of a promiscuous crowd."
;.ll Why, mince the matter, Mr. D.? Yvere you apprehensive that yoa migb* " rais* a breeze"
among the Baptists? or that they would ru,':h to the office of tiic People's Prcs-t to have their
faper stopped? Your fearj were groundless. The Baptists hare hud a good hearty laugh,
at your expense, over your 'bapsousing,' 'ducking' of dogs, &c. Some of your'cle.'ical
brethren are not so mealy-mouthed when speaking of immcsion. It is not long ago sinco
one of them on returning from the lake, where he had administered the ordinance,\vas asked
by a friend whether he had not been immersing. *' yes," he replied, "and a dirty job it is."
Without any qualms of conscience, and ra,ther than lose a conv.n, they will perform thi«
* dirty job' with all due solemnity, (?) in the name of the Triune God. *It U not at all an
uncommon circumstance, to hear some of the less fastidious ones, expatiating, with gre*!
gusto on the posture of the body in the water, the adherin^^ of the wet clothes to the skin,
^c., and perhaps immediately after, stepping from the pulpit to the water to enact the '-dirty'*
farce! !

!
There is no accounting for tastes, 3Ir. i)., even among professing Christians.

,
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Mme'thrust, or, as logicians call it, an applicaCion of the aryumentum ad homimm.[\) You are ft
very unskilful swordsman, Mr. D., and are more likely-, in the use of this weapon, to damage
yourself than your adve sarj. I would, thcreforo, seriously advise you, before making an-
other exhibition of your powers offence and thrust,' to trtke a fev^ lessons in private.

It is generally supposed, among persons who make any pretentions to good-breedine,
that the privacy of a man's own house sho^ild protect him from the impertinence of eaves-
droppers. (The term eares-dropper, Mr. D.. is applied to one 'who stands uijder the eaves,
ornear the window of a house, to listen and hear what is said within doors, whether from
curiosity, or for the purpose of tattling and niakirg mischief.") It appears, however, that in
order to obtain arguments in defence of your ' favorite institution; you even condescend to
become an caves-dro^ per.

, . Two social tea-meetings were lately held in this village, one in my house, and one \m
the bouse of a friend, a short time after. To inform the public w.hat was said and done at
these tea,-meetings, you write a paragraph nearly h(f.lf a column in length. As eaves-droppers,
generally, never report very correctly or truthfully, it is not surprising that a few errors
should have crept into your account. You say—" and if it should happen at any cuch service,
that the,house should !?e too small, and the fair youth should retire to the hotel, take supper
and hare a dance." Only three mistakes, Mr. D.,,in this sm^U .portion of one sentence III
1. The 'fair youth

'
took their supper in the friend's house, where they ht).d met. 2. The house

to which a few of them adjour.ned afterwards, is noi a 'Hotel, but a private boarding housa,
kept by a respectable lady. 'S. There w is no dancing on ^\i% oQC&%ion\\\

f

_

I believe that some of the ' fair youth ' who were present, are :'kelv to send you a card
of invitation to attend the next tea-meeting held with a private far'iJy in t.ie village, iu order
to prevent the necessity of your eaves-dropping, either in person or by proxy.

_
'

I hope that your readers will re-peruse your report on the tea meetings. They will see
in that report a striking illustration of the old adage : ' JDrowniny men cqtch at straws !

'

. >
lou say, "we are not careful to a,ns\ver them in all their se/eral 'babbiings' " As

there appears to be more • babblers ' than ' Spectator,' be good enough to inform the publicwho they are. Do you include in the number, Dr. Adam Clarke, the Editor of the Christian
vuaraia?!, and the public generally ?

You say
:
" that no one man, though he shpuld ge even a ipipister (unless he be a Pope),

bttKflBycv.l or moral right tn dictate to the consciences of all others ; or stereotype the
ceremonials ot religion for the guidance of those who h-old au open Bible in their hands as ' a
Lftmp to their feet and a light to their paths.' "

rV.\'^rien<i'^..>I h?artiiy endovFi the abore uoble seDtimcnt— the Bible the SOLE r > of


