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nnnrchy or civil war. In thoso countries whore the
peasantry are oppressed, and have no rights, property
or education, they are degraded and ferocious ; and if
the passions of their savage nature are not developed
in deeds of courage, it is because they are bridled by
the strong arm of power. If we trace the nations of
Europe from their former state of barbarism to their
present moral elevation, we shall find the same causes
to have always operated. The first step has always
been the acquisition of permanent habitations, and the
consequent love of country and of home. Domestic
comforts warmed into life the social virtues. The
possession of property followed, and then personal and
civil rights, one after another, were conceived. Then
emancipation from their chiefs ensued, and political
rights began to be demand d. The state of war be-
came inconvenient. It was now the interest of the
honest and industrious to protect themselves against
plunder and violence

; and tiie deeds of murder and
robbery ceased to be heroic. Commerce between na-
tions softened prejudice, produced the interchange of
commodities, encouraged the arts, and enlarged the
stock of knowledge. And lastly, hand in hand, came
education and religion.

" The ministers of the gospel and the schoolmaster
have been powerful agents in these changes, but they
have never marched in the van. They form an effi-
cient corps in the main body ; but their business is, to
secure and improve the acquisitions which bone and
muscle, and skill and courage have obtained. As the
rifle and the axe must first subdue the forest, before the
husbandman can cultivate the soil, so must the strong
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