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trators ,.f tl,o Poor-law in Irc'laiul havo to drul. There ia
no iUmcnliy in UrMfax on that score; and .f ihrou.^h.nit
AmvYwu tho clul.h. n of tho poor WTe tn-atod in ono
oHsontial ruHi)e(;t in tho Hanio spirit of fairnoHH, tlicrc wonld
bo fowcr occasions for bitterness tlian nnhappily exist in
Borne of the Northern States. Tlio cliildren bein- carefully
tauoht, the boys are appenticed out as early as tho aj?o (.£

tw(ave or thirteen, and are indentured till tvvontyroncs due
precaution beii.nr ua ^^t only ns to tho means and character
of tho master, but for the protection of the reli^aous faith
of the child; the latter bein^^ secured l)y bindin<( tho
Catholic; child to a Catholic master, and the Protestant
child to a Protestant master—a course which commends
itself to every fair and impartial mind. The -nrls jwe
apprenticted till the a^^e of eifrhteon. By the conditions of
the indenture, the child is to be suitably educated, and to
bo provided vfith a Sunday suit, at the expense of tho
master or mistress. But with very few exceptions, the
chddron, boys and girls, become incorporated with tho
family, of which, almost from the first, they are looked
upon ana treated as members.
Of the entire number of inmates in this HaHfax institu-

tion, about two thirds are Irish; and according to the
united testimony of the secretary and two gentlemen of
local eminence, the greater number of them owed their
social ruin to the one fruitful cause of evil to the Irish
race—that which tracks them across the ocean, and follows
'lem in o.ery circumstance and condition of hfe—that
which mars their virtues and magnifies their faiUngs^
that which is in reahty the only enemy they have occasion
to dread, for it is the most insidious, the most seductive,
and the most fatal of all—cMnk. Bemarking on the fact
mentioned, the gentleman by whom I was accompanied, a
man of long and varied experience, said:—'AH can do well
'here if they only abstain from drink, or if they wiU drink
'm moderation; but drii k is tho ruin of men here, just as


