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OCEANICA — MAIAVIIA. 3iW

pi'ired. In the ynar 1841 the American Exploring Expedition vliilMl
many of 'Jie ialanda in thexo aooa.

3. Tho IMandi of Occanica are altuatcrt principally within tho tro-
pica, and ore eximncd to a cnnnicUiralili! drgrco of lieiil. The t()ni|K'r«-
ture, however, i« varioua. Some of tht-m enjoy a (li-lighU'ul tliinntc,
aiid are among the moat favoured and fertile countries on tho gloltc

6. Noarly all llio liirgo iNJnnda are elovatod. Some contain moun.
taini of )(rc»t ahiliKJu. Vulciinoo* are nuincroun, and oroaHionallv
cuuae dreadful ravngoa. The smaller ialanda ore low, niiiiy of tiiiin
acarccly riHing uIkjvh tho surfaco of tlio water, and are often dcHtilula
of vcgdtmion and irilmhitantai aomo again aro covered with grovca of
cocoauut and oilier trcca, nnd are well peopled.

7. Most of the animals found in these islands aio similar to those of
tlio south of AhIu; but thore aro several variolicH peculiar to this nuar-
tor. Tlio oriing.o'.itung abounds in Borneo, and tliu Malay tnpir in
Java and other islmidrt. Tho kangaroo, cnicu, duckbill, and black
iwan, exist only in Australia.

8. Tho natives of Oceonica are varioui in manners, customs, and
condition. Tlwy consiHt, for the most part, of two distinct races, tit*
Malays, or brown variety of tho human family, and the Tapuan, Ori-
ental, or Molanosian Negroes,

9. The Malays are found in different stages of civilixation, and com-
prise two distinct classes, nobles and slaves. Some of thorn are comp«.
ratively improved j others are extremely barbarous, and in many in-
Etanees they are cannibals. The pcoplo of Polynesia aro principally
pagans

; those of Malaysia aro partly Mahomcdana and partly (tagans.

10. The Papuans conatitnte a variety of the black race, but are,
for tho most part, siiiallcr in person, and not so dark in complexion, as
inc African negroes. They are gcnfrally destitute of clothing or dwell,
ings, often live on the most disirusting food, and aro supposed to h«v«
00 definite ideas of a Supremo Iking,
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MALAYSIA.

1. Malaysia derives its nam( rem tho Malays, the moet
njiTicrous people in this region. It is also called the East
India Archiiielago; and contains the islands of Sumatra,
.lava, and Borneo, usually called the Sunda Isles, together
with the island of Celebes, the Moluccas, or Spice Islands,
the Philippine Islands, and some smaller groups.
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S. What is said of the islands, Aic.T 6. Larger islands? 7. Animala?
8. Natives of Oceanica? 9. Tho Malays? 10. Papuans?

MalaytUt. Q.—1. What ii aaid of Malaysia 7 What does it oontoia 1
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