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lie goes of liis own accord to present himself to tlic

chief and ask to be whipped. " The whip has cov-

ered his fault," no one can then speak of it. The

missionary has sometimes to instruct them in the

confessional on this point; for the penitent would

come, and not accuse liimself of grievous faults

known to the whole tribe. In vain will the con-

fessor say :
" You have been guilty of such or such

a sin, yon must accuse yourself of it before God."

The penitent will reply :
*' Pardon, Father, I went

to the chief, and the sin you mention was covered

by the whip ; the whip has covered my fault." I

mention this usage of the Coeur-d'Altnes, because

our good Louise sometimes presented herself to the

chief to be publicly whipped. But here the case

was different ; she seized the opportunity in a spirit

of profound humility, always regarding herself as a

poor and enormous sinner, and at the same time

from a desire to satisfy her devotion to imitate our

Lord, bv submittino; to the cruel flajxellation. Lou-

ise's faults were only of the nature of those of

whidi the Book of I'roverbs speaks, when he says

that the "just man shall fall seven times and shall

rise again."—Prov. xxiv. IG. Nevertheless, what

she called lier faults, caused her such regret and

confusion, that the missionary often found her bathed

in tears. At the least fault, her contrition was so

lively, and, at the same time, her veneration for the

Lodge of the Lord (the church) so profound, and


