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than eight fine ships flying the pendant, and two land

parties are directed, by different routes, on Melville

Island. Besides these, an American expedition, fitted

out by that prince of merchants, "Mr. Grinnell,"

leaves shortly for the same destination ; and in Lady

Franklin's own vessel, the " Prince Albert," as well

as a craft under Sir John Ross, we find two more

assistants in the plan of search.

And yet, gentle reader, if you turn to the papers

of the fall of 1849, you will find some asserting that

Sir John Franklin had perisiied In Baffin's Bay, be-

cause Sir James Ross had found nothing of him

in Lancaster Sound ! Happily the majority of

Englishmen have, however, decided otherwise ; and,

behold, this noble equipment ! this magnificent outlay

of men and material I

We will not dwell on the pleasures or annoyances

of the cruise across the Atlantic, beyond stating the

fact that our bluff-buwed worse-halfs, the sailing ships,

nigh broke our hearts, as well as our hawsere, in

dragging their breakwater frames along In the calms

;

and that we of the screws found our steam vessels

all we could wish, somewhat o'er lively, mayhap, —
a frisky tendency to break every breakable article on

board. But there was a saucy swagger in them, as

they bowled along the hollow of a western sea, which

showed they had good blood in them ; and we soou

felt confident of disappointing those Polar seers.
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