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mrnns of tlio St. Liiwrrnco ; ov })y nuiiiorous l{;iilro,'uIs and f'arinls

widi tlio Atlantic scM-lioard. And liovein lies duv strontith and

tlio liojK's of Mill' I'utu'.'c. Set asido the advaiitaires of vosifiini in

relation to tlic nciiildxmriiitr States of tho I'nioii and tho ocoan,

and tho prourrss of this country xould bo h'kc the slow, yet

stoadv flow of tlit> rivors which tjjjido to the south, compared

with the txinniltiious rush of those we see li\irrYing on to tlie

nortii and west. And what use have wo yet made of thi,<5 iireat

advantai;e of jiosition ^ little indeed as yet ; Imt the Itejiinniii!::;

has been auspiciously etitered on, aiul this tidvautaL'e will suddenly

and conwdsively increase to results which at the first crlance

appear too astonishinj:; and ovorwhelniinp; for belief. To our

oast lies a vast consuiiiinu' country, incapable of satiety ; from

its circumstances incapable of snpplyini; its own wants; and

from a spirit, nay. a lUM-essity of accumnlatiou. alwayr. scokinu;,

and instantly alisorbinu" whatever wo have to offer. To our

South and West, and North-west, lies an e(|uaiiy vast producinir

country, capable of indetinite extension ; arid from a spirit of

resth\ss activity, and an un^juenchablo thirst i'ov pun, always

pniduciu}: and settint;' in motion the accuniubitions of its indus-

try to supply the necessities of the Kast, and receiviuir, as we
do, in r(>turn, the viirie(! results of nu-'diaincal skill. W(^ lie

between these extremes; the nearer they are bnniu;ht to one

another, the greater uain to both, and the trreater stimulant to

both to ])ursue their incessant intendiange of rnd(> industry on

the one hand, and ca])ital and skill on the other. We know
how astonishingly the influence of ra|»id and uninterru))tcd com-

munication between distant centres of industry is (b'velojiing

itself around us ; to whatever country we look. e.\amj)les without

number start uy* before us in testimony of the life and vigour

whicb is infused as soon :'.< rapidity and ])erfe(( fre(Mh)m of com-

munication is otablished.

The relation of our country to the Ndrtli-westcrn and Wes-
tern States of the Ihiion, is most remarkable; and in ortb'r to

understand this important (juestion in its wide extent, you must
familiarize yt)urself with a few general truths whi(di a little

((uiet reflection will render almost self-evident. What has led

to the consti'uction of the Sault Ste. Marie Canal. Von will

answer, the groat mining region of Lake Superior—copper in

inexhaustible abundance, and iron distril)uted in mountain
masses, not (mly on the; shores of that cold fresh-water sea, but

profusely scattered tliroughout Northern ^Michigan and Wiscon-
sin. Think you that tbe vast demand for iron in the new North-

western States will allow tl)ose rich mines of metal to remain

idle. Will it be cheaper to bring the coal of Jllinois and Ohio
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