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ked for St. Viu-

ceiit The craft was peculiar. Fiitlieair

.slif was tiuile majestic, witli her two sto-

ries and doui)le smoke-stacks. I>ut un-

der water she was only a lliil-iioat with a

(li'auglit of two feel. A liuge "kick-be-

liiiid" wlieel extended completely across

the stern, and mad(> the boat shake as if

with the palsy when we turned out from

the bank and headed up stream. The riv-

er flowed with a still, nuiddy current, be-

tween high banks covered with bushes and
small limber. Here and there we saw a

clearing- and some tumble-down cabins,

llie homes of the hall-breeds. They are

a strange race, in whose veins the blood

of England, Scotland, and France is min-
gled with that of the Indian tribes. They
are social, fond of excitement, gifted with

great physical strength and emliu'ance.

but without the uioi-al (pialities of pa-

tience, industry, and order. In olden

times they wei'e the caiioe-men aiul sledge-

drivers of the Hudson l>ay ("ompany. We
saw Iheir clmnsv dug-outs moored along
the river-l)anks, anil the numerous set

lines indicated that they preferred tiie

easiest pi>ssible way of lishing. Flock's of

wild duck' and plovei' Mew before us as we
steanu'd slowly against the curi'(>nt, pass-

ing around sharp curve's in the river, ami
almost doubling on our course. King-
Ushers perched motionless on the over-

1 anging branches, or swe|)t swiftly i)ast

with their sharp ciiir-r-r-ing cry. The
i)oat struck on many a stone and sand-

bar: but with a, convulsiv(> shiver that

made all the wood-work crack, and a tre-

memlous splashing of thegrt.'at wheel, she
scraped safely over. Then the dusk gath-

ered on the stre.im and on the brown
woods, and the light faded in the clear

sky, until the moon came swiuuuing over
the tree-tojjs, anil all was silver bright as
we tloatetl on, ever rounding new points

onlv to see the same curve of watiT. the

sauH' motionless banks, strelehing away
before us. .\t sunrise we looked out upon
the same pictui-e, and at noon our voyage
was ended at St. \'incent,

The chronicle <tf our lUd Rivei' tri|i

would be incomi)lete if it lacked the rec-

ord of our sta.v at the town ot Hallock—

a

town small in population, large in hopes,

and abundant in pi-airie-chickens. How
shall 1 desci'ibe the ]»rimilive slate of so-

ciety in that infant city : how do Justice to

the excellence of the shooting, and moi'e

particularly t() the great excitenu'ut of the

impromptu dog-lighl. esi)ecially at that

moment when, in a peaceable desire to sep-

arate the contestants, I kicked the wrong
dog ; Hut at last all came to an end, and
we were riding honu'ward for the la.st

time across the pi'aii-ie. The vast plain

was golden brown in tiu' light of the au-

tumn siui. Here and there a great sipiare

of lilack earth was exposed in a new
"breaking." Fai' away to the west we
could see a faint blue lin<' of timl)er. ( )u

the nearer woods thai fringed the banks
of Two Rivers the hia-s of the declining

year \vei'(> rirh and sombre. Flocks of

prairie-<'hiclceus went wliirling away be-

fore us, with their clucking note that

sounds like derisive laughter. High up
in the ail- a long Ih/ck t)f wild-geese was
moving swiftly across the sky. Over all

hiuig the mellow haze of ln<lian suuuuer.

There was a striinge soft beauty in the

scene, like that which rests upon the sea

in a golden calm. And as the haze grew
thickei', the sun sank low<'r and lower,

like a ball of molten iron slowly cooling,

until at last it was lost in the gathering
gloom. Then the yellow stars came out
with trenmlous light. The snu-ll of fall-

en leaves was in the air. And on the far

]u)rizon. I'ising and falling, sinking ami
flaring up again, bui'ued a I'cd line of

prairie lires.
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