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rates composed of coarse rolled shingle which has had its oiigin in the

Eocky Mountains. These are associated with soft sandstones and

sandy clays, and have yielded a few vertebrate remains which seem

sufficient to fix the age of the formation.

It has already been stated that the Cretaceous rocks of the extreme

west differ from those of the typical section first quoted. In the

region of the Bow or Belly Eivcrs, the Pierre is underlaid by an

extensive fresh-and-brackish-water series, consisting of sandy argillites

and sandstones; the upper portion is characteristically pale in tint,

the lower generally darker and yellowish or brownish. This has been

called the Belly Eiver series, and appears to correspond precisely to

that occupying a similar stratigraphical position on the Peace Eiver,

and there designated the Dunvegan series. These indicate the exist-

ence of a prolonged interval in the western Cretaceous area, during

which the sea was more or less exclud ^ ^rom the region, and its place

occupied for long periods by lagoons or . tter Irkes. Below these,

both in the region of the Bow and Belly tw. .11 the Pea:e Elvers, is a

second series of dark shales which may probably rej^resent the Benton

group of the Missouri sections.

The subjoined table shows more clearly the relations of the Creta-

ceous and Laramie beds, so far as they are at present known :

—

Missouri Section.

Meek and Hayden.


