
PREFACE.

fi

The Autlinr clnos nnt prnpo<«p nn claboratn pxplanntinn, nor an
apology of nriy kind, I'nr the lifiiftit nt' ilic rollowiiiK work. If it

alHoliitt'ly rt'(iuir«M either, !u* tiiiHi f>v«>n he conlnit t«> h.ivt* written
it in viiin, n» no .stiiti'iiicnt or art;iiiii«Mit r.-iii zivf it nny (It'grue of
vitality or popularity iti the oik; caHc or in tlit; <tlli<T.

He hai rfL'ardfii it, liiMtorii-ally, as an act of inert* Jimtice to the
fame ami the nn'inoru's of many wise, hnlliaiit, hrave and gene-
rotifl men,—patriots, orator?», warriors and statesmen,—who ruled

over barhariin comiiiiinities, and were indeed themselves harha-

rians, hut whose intliience, olmineiire and siicress of every descrip-

tion were thrrrfore hut the iiotder ohjei ts of' Hdmiratiiui and the
worthier HiihjectH for record. Nor can IMiilosophy look upon them
without predilection. Coinparalively iinopinionated and uiiaffect-

ed as they were,— governed hy iiii|iulse and guided by native
sense,—owing little to circumstances, and struggling much nmid«t
and against them,—their nituati(Ui was the best possible for devel-
oping both genius and principle, and tiieir education at the same
time the best for diHclosiiig them. Their liives, then, should illus-

trate thft true constitution of man. They should have, above all

other history, the praise and the interest of ' philosophy teaching
by example.'
The strictly moral inducements which liave operated on the

Author's mind, must be too obvious to reipiire dissertation. We
owe, and our Fathers owed, too much to the Indians,—too much
friMij man t(» man,—too much from race to race,—to deny them the
poor restitution of historical Justice at least, however the issue may
have been or may be witii themselves. \or need it be suggested,
that selfishness nione miulit dictate the policy of a collection
such as the .\uthor has endeavored to make thi.s, were it only for

the collateral light which it constantly throws on the history and
biography of our own nation.
Nothing of the same character is before the public. What may

be called an Indian Biograpliical Dictionary has indeed recently
appeared, and to tiiat the Author has gladly referred in the course
of his researches ; but the extreme difficulty of doing justice to
any individuals of the race, and at the same time to all,, may he
inferred from the fact that the writer alluded to has noticed such
men as Uncas in some six or eight lines, while he has wholly
omitted cJiaracters so important as Duckongahelas, White eyes,
Pipe, and Occonostota. On these, and on all their more eminent
countrymen, the .Author has intended to bestow the notice they de-
serve, by passing over the vast multitude distinguished only by
detached anecdote, or descriited only in general terms.

In fine, conscious of many imi)erfecti(ms, but also conscious of a
strenuous exerticm to render them as few and small as might be,
the Author submits the Biography to the public, and especially to
the candor of those whose own labors, if not the results of them,
have shown them the essential fallibility of every composition
like this. He w ill have reason to be satisfied if it do good, as ho
will assuredly be gratified if it give pleasure.

Boston, Sept. 10^, 1832.


