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lit seemed to me tliat rny lion. friend fromi-
Lanark wns always going into see hlm, and
1 could not. He wns a close friend of the
great leader. *He is an experîenced public
man. Dld lie not mensure up to the stan-
dard? Was lie lnsulted by the fact that
anotlier gentleman was taken as leader o!
thie opposition ? Tliere is miy lion. friend
from Jacques Cartier (Mr. Monk) sltting
lmmediately beliind thie leader of the oppo-
sition, not mnany years the senior of the
lion, gentleman Iu political record, but the
senior lu this respect, that lie w-as cliosen
leader of the Couservative party lu tlie pro-
vince of Quebec, and it miglit reasonably
be supposed tliat wlien a leader was re-
quired for the party generally, thie gentle-
man hiolding tliat position Iu the great pro-
vince of Quebec would lave been considereçI
as fairly la the Ue o! promotion. 1 do not
kuow wby my lion. friend was passed by.
Wouhd It lie because lie was leader of the
province of Quebec, and was not acceptable
In tliat respect ? I sbould be slow to think
It. Tliere is my genial and quiet and stu-
dlous !rieud, the member for Beauharnoîs
(Mr. 'Bergeron) witb a tliousand qualificu-
tiens tlie chief of wbichla is bs excellent
good humnour, on wliicb I congratulate bimi.
Tis lion, gentleman lad aiso been labour-
lng in tlie vineyard for a long time. He
lad been seventeen years lu thus House
before tlie lion member for Carleton
(Mr. R. L. Borden) came liere at ail.
Dld lie f ail to mensure up to the proper
standard ? Dld lie lack abîlity ? Did lie
lack Integrlty ? Dld lie laek qualification ?
Wby ls lt-observe, Bir, tliat 1 arn merely
following thie example o! yesterday-wby
la It: tbat lie was lgnored ? Que would sup-
pose that bis excellent qualities would have
commended tbemselves to the members of
the ýConservative party wlieu tliey assembled
to select a leader. Was it again because,
Iiotwitlistanding aIl thesel good qualities
lie came from the province 0f Quebec .?
Weil, we on tlis side, tliank Heaven, do
nlot cane wliat province n man cornes f rom,
or to wliat race or creed lie belongs. The
Liberal panty Is big enougli to taie a mauu
for thie man's sake, regardless of bis Pro-
vince, bis race or lis creed. Then tliere are
otliers. Tliere is one wborn I liave not the
pleasure of seeing liere to-day, but wlio was
formerly very active lu public affairs, 1
ahlude to thie former memnler for the county
of Plctou. Did he fail to mensure Up to the
standard o! ablty, of integrîty, 0f the otber
qualifications ? .Certainly tlhe lion. member
for Plctou, Sir Chiarles Hibbert Tupper, was
one o! thie great figliters 0f the Conserva-
tlve Party. Wliy is It then-again I arn
asklng the question as tbey asied it yester-
day-wliy la It that Sir Chiarles Hilibert
Tupper was pussed over lu order tînt tie
lion. member for -Carleton miglit become the
leader 0f tlue Conservative purty ?

Mr. FOSTER. He is comlng.
4

Mr. FIELDING. He is comlng? Weil, I
do flot know wbether lie is coming or nlot.
Wlietber lie is coming as a leader or follow-
er, the first point is that lie shall corne at
ail. I ar n ft in the least depreciating the
abilities of that gentleman, but I venture to
say tbat If lie is going to corne back as the.
member for Pictou lie lias got to bie a busier
man ln the matter of polltics than hie has
been in tlie past few years. Tlien, there lmy bon. friend tlie wliip, tlie bion. member
for Leeds (Mr. Taylor). I find that that
bon, gentleman liad been twelve years lu
this house before the lion. member for Car-
leton, Ontario, was called to corne here at
ail. Nobody will question bis fidelity; no-
body will question lis energy.

SMr. FOSTER. Tliat is ail riglit; lie leads
the leader.

Mr. PFIELDING. Just so. Nobody will
question lis industry, his energy, lis fidel-
lty to his party, and liow is It that bis
twelve years of faitliful labour ln tlie
vineyard were ignored and tînt this young
and comparatively unknown man was
taken to be the leader of tlie rising
hosts of the Ontario Tories ? Tliere
are otliers. My lion. friend liere mentions
the name of the bion. member for
Grey (Mr. Sproule). That lion, gentleman
is not lu bis seat to-day. I arn sorry lie is
îîot liere. My bion. frlend fromn Grey was
nearly twenty years lu tbis bouse before
tHie bion. member for Carleton, Ontario ap-
peared liere at ail. Wliy was lie ignored ?
Wlio wvill question bis intelligence, wlio will
question bis knowledge of public affairs,
wbo does not kuow tliat lie is tlie liead of a
great organization wliich lias done mucli
for the Tory party of Ontario ? Tliat lion.
gentleman liad a tliousand dlaims to the
position, but it appears tliat lie did not
mensure up to the standard tliat was re-
quired. Was lie insulted? Was It a gross
offence to liim that tls comparatively new
man was taken to lie tlie leader o! the party?
But, there are others. Tliere Is my lion.
friend the member for South York (Mr.
Maclean). If tbere are tbose who tbink
that thnt lion, gentleman lias not tlie special
capacity for the leaderslip lie certninly Is
iiot arnong tbe number. Tliat lion. gentle-
juan surely bas been azealous member for
lus party. He lias, lu addition to the ser-
vice lie lias rendered to the party lu this
I-louse and ou thie platform, been a most
zenlous supporter of lis party lu tlie press.
How is it that lie was net recognized, liow
ls it that lie could not measure up to the
standard wbidli was necessary lu tliis case?
I *see tbat we bave witli us, and I arn glad
lie is liere, thie veteran member for Halton
(Mr. Henderson) who lias put lu an ap-
Ipearance for the first time to-day. He lias
a record lu this bouse o! liaving been a
faitbful aud energetic, and honourable man
ivbo ls wortliy of ai respect, and I arn glad
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