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WANT RECIPROCITY WITH
CANAD
The movement dn the United States
1 fuvor of reciprocity with Canada, s
assuming organizged form, Last week
we Teported the dnterview which rep-
atives of leading United States
13 of trade had with the president
upon this subject. The remarks of
the president were naturally  very
uarded anl non-committaland might
anything or nothing. The
president practically refused to dis-
cuss reciprocity with Canada or any
other single country, though he is
known to be strongly in favor of the
principal In a gemeral way. ‘This re-
ence s no doubt due to party exi-
noics. It bs hinted that the next
¢ Ign ety of the Republican party
will reciprocity, not particularly
with Canada, but as a general policy.
In the meantime it s thought that the
valu: of reciprocity as a campalgn
molicy might be somewhat impalred
by entering into  any arrangement
with ‘anada at the present time
The importane feature of this re-
Clprocity movement, so far as Canada
< auncerned, 1s, that 1t has originated
and ix being carried on in the United
State«. In previous movements, ft
was always Canada which sought re-
ity, but our efforts met with Iit-
ympathy from the United States
Now the tables are somewhat turned.
Of recent years our efforts at trade
expansion have been In other ddrec-
tioms, and little has been heard here
o nodpmcity with the United States.
Thix situation is due to the hostlle
tarft policy 8o Jong followed by the
United States In dealing with Canada.
Our frade has grown rapidly and our
wuniry has been prosperous dn spite
of the tariff bareiers to trade along
our =iuthern boundary, and we have
four | out by experience that we can
live ind prosper the
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measure of veolprocity should come
from the United States. When such
proposal comes, If it ever does come,
it should be considered on its merits
and in a friendly spirit. Canadians,
however, are not likely to enter into
any trade compact wikh the republic,
which would dnvolve higher duttes, or
be likely to uphold the protective pol-
ley in either country. We are not
Upe . for any Internavional protective
pulcy compacts.  Nor are we ready
for any reciprocity arrangement with
the United S«ates, which would Inter-
fere or restrict our trade with any
other countries. If the Undted States
is ready to scale down Its duty on
Canadian products, we would prob-
ably be willing <o cut something off
our tarift on United States products,
though It should be heve pointed out
that as our tariff s much lower now
than that vf the republic, on commod-
Rles passing between the two coun-
tries, we should mot be expected to
reduce our tariff in Mke proportion to
bussible reductions by the Uaited
States.  The kind of reciprocky we
want is therefore simply a scaling
down of the tarlff on commodities
bassing between the two countries.
Any bigh tarift compact or American
zollverein proposals would meet with
but kixtle favor In this country.
_—

BEET SUGAR.

The first beet sugar factory in On
tarlo will be in operation at Wallace-
burg next year. The buildings are
now in course of erection and arrange
ments have been made with the farm-
ers of the surrounding territory to
Brow the necessary supply of beets
for the factory,

In the United States the produotion
of beets and beet sugar has proved a
very profitable business, for both the
growers and refiners. Though the in-
dustry Is a comparatively new one, Kk
has made wonderful progress within
the last few years. Beet sugar fac-
torles are now being started in many
states. Canadians have been very slow
to take hold of ¢his industry, but the
wonderful reports of the success of
the Industry in the United States has
stirred up quite a feeling throughout
Ontarlo In favor of the establishment
of factories. In many districts pre
liminary steps have been taken look-
ing to ¢the establishment of beet sugar
refinerlies  The first thing necessary
in this direction Is to ascertain the
adaptabllity of the dlstrict for the
production of beets. This can only be
done by experimenting on a llberal
scale In growing the beets. In order
o make the industry profitable it s
necessary ¢hat the soil of the district
should be adapted to the growing of
beets containing a liberal percentage
of sugar,

The slowness shown by Canadians
in taking hold of the beet sugar In-
dustry Is probably due to the fallure
of the beet sugar factory established
in Quebec some years ago, The great
Success attained by the Industry in the
United States during the last few
years, has, however, ‘agaln drawn
much attentlon to the matter.

Tt Is belleved by those who have
looked Into the question, that the beet

farll laws of the great republic. At
the “ime time we belleve Canadians
w11 fee] Msposed to meet the United
§ In a friendly spirlt, when the
Peo of that country are ready to
on<ler the question of freer trade
relitinship in a liberal spirit,

In view of the efforts of our people
in e past and In view of present
public sentlment in this country, we
Delle - ¢hat the next proposal for any

sugar industry could be be profitably

n M The Winni-
Peg board of trade took the matter up
some time ago and endeavored to In-
duce the- provinclal government
to have proper tests  made
to discover whether or not
We can grow beets of the right
kind here. The growing of sugar beets
18 a very particular matter. In order
to make a proper test, & would be
necessary to have the beets grown
under the directions of an expert, and

a large number of tests should be
made in different sections. It Is to
be hoped the government will be pre-
pared to take hold of this matter In
@ businesslike way next spring. The
production of sugar beets In districis
adjacent to factories has proved won
derfully profitable ¢o the growers. Al-
most fabulous storles are told of the
value per acre of beets produced. It
Is therefore worth while Ing a
thorough test 4o see what we can do
here In the way of producing high
grade sugar beets,

TERRITORIAL GOVERN-
MENT.

The future government of our great
Territorles lying L tween Manltoba
and British Columbia s attracting
much attention of late. The regiin
has about outgrown the present form
of Territorlal government, and tho
peaple are looking forward to an early
change. They belleve that the time
has arrived when the question of pro-
vinclal autonomy for the Territorles
should recelve serious consideration.
The most perplexing question aboit
provinclal autonomy appears to be as
to how the Territory should be divid-
ed, or whether it should be divided at
all. There are those who think that
one vast province sould be created,
which  would include the territories
of Assinibola, Alberta and Saskatche-
wan. Others favor a dlivision Into
two or more provinces. Considerable
sectional feeling Is apparent In thess
divisional proposals. Residents of the
larger towns in the east, west or north
would like to have a
division with their own town as capl-
tal of a province. Aspirations of this
nature are quite pardonable,

Another proposal has been to extend
the boundary of Manitoba westward,
thereby adding the eastern portion of
Assinibola to Manitoba, and erect the
remalning portion of the territories
Into one province. This proposal, when
first made, seems to have provoked
Quite a hostile feeling among the peo-
ple In the section proposed to be added
to Manitoba. They evidently aid not
relish the Idea of belng added to
Manitoba, 8o far as could be learned
from the utterances of thelr public men
and the press. Recently, however, an
invitation has been extended to the
premier of Manitoba, by the people in-
terested, to address them on the ques-
tion of Including their district in Mani-
toba.  Premler Roblin has accepted
this invitation, and the matter will be
publicly  discussed at Indian Head
shortly. Whatever is done in the mat-
ter of provinclal autonomy, we hope
Wil be In line as nearly as possible
with the wishes of the people them-
selves. We do not believe the people
of Manitoba would favor any exten-
slon of territory westward, unless the
people of the districts Interested were
desirous of coming into the province.

MONEY IN OATS,

‘The high prices now ruling for onts
this season will enable western farm-
ers to dispose of thelr holdings of this
crop at very profitable prices. The
oat crop in the United States and also
In Eastern Canada this year has been
disappointing both In quantity and
quality. High prices have prevalled
in United States markets for some
time and the tendency of late has
been steadily upward.The weekly tele-
graphic reports of the markets at To-
ronto and Montreal, given regularly
In The Commercial, will show how
prices have been rullng at those
points, as well as in leading United
States markets. Our reports show that

at Montreal oats gained 1 to 6 dur-
Ing Octe per bushel, an advance
having heen made almost every week
during that month. For the week
ended November 8 there was a fur
ther gain of 110 11.2
the week ended N kain of 1-2
to 1 cent per b This advance
at Montreal Is only an Index of what
has transpired at other les
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These high prices for oats will en-
able our farmers to sell their surplus
of oats for shipment eastward at very
profitable prices. As a rule oats can-
not b exported from the West at
very profitable figures for the grow-
ers, but this year is an exception
There is now a good demand from
Eastern Canada for oats grown In
Manitoba and the Ternitories.

The effect of the high price of oats
In the east Is shown in the efforts to
Ml an imperial government order for
onts for South Africa, in Alberta. The
government  offered cents  per
bushal for the oats on track, Edmon
ton district points, but as soon as
the market opened it was discovered
that this price was much below the
regular commercial value of oats of a
similar quality, for shipment enst-
ward. The government agent was
therefore obliged to advance his quo-
tation to 30 cents, to be nearer in line
With regular commercial values. The
government  contract calls  for a
sample almost equal to a No. 1 grade.

The high price for oats ruling this
*eason will be a great boon to the
farmers of Northern Alberta, who
have produced an enormous crop  of
fine vats. In that district onts is a
much  more important crop  than
Wheat, and the present big price is
right in “the mit” of the farmers of
that section

——a
Insurance Notes.

M. Taylor has been appointed
manager of the Continental Life In-
surance Company for British Colum.
bla.

J. H. Brock, manager of the Great
West Life Assurance Company, is in
British Columbla making a tour of
Inspection of the agencies of the com-
pany.

The Equitable Life Assurance So-
clety, of the United States, is adver-
tsing for a manager for Manitoba
and the Northwest Territories.

George B. Woods, managing direc-
tor of the Continental Life Insurance
company, of Toronto, was in Winni-
beg this week, returning from a trip
to the coast. He states that his com-
pany purposes to loan money at rea-
sonable rates in this province.

Deasy & Boyds have been appoint-
ed agents In Victorla, B. C., for the
Continental Life Insurance company,
of Toronto.

A. Lindback, manager of the Policy
Holders' National Union, of Toronto,
is here, and intends establishing a
branch in Winnipeg. The Unlon em-
ploys experts to examine policies and
point out to the holders clauses with
which they do not famillarize themsel-
ves and do not live up to, losing, in
consequence, their claims in case of
fire. 1t does not work against the In-
surance companles, but assists them
by reducing losses, by means of legis-
lation which it proposes to secure
with the object of minimizing fire
risks.

W. E. Johnson, inspector of agencies
for the Equitable Life, is in Winnipeg
this week on one of his periodical
visits. His special mission here at the
present time Is to secure the appoint-
ment of a manager for this territory,
For some time the company has been
without & manager in  the dis-
trict  for which this city ds
the head office. Mr. John-
son was much pleased with the pro-
gress made in Winnipeg since his last
visit here, and he thinks that a great
future is in store for the city.

ents, and for

Buyers In Ontarlo have been paying
6o to 7 per M., live welght, for poul-
try for export to Great Britain.




