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THE GREATEST FOREST IN THE WORLD.

HERE 1s the greatest forest in the world ?

The question was asked in the Forestry section of
the American Association for the Advancement of
Science, at its recent annual meeting. The importance
of torests for equalizing the climate and the rainfall of the
globe was under discussion, and the purpose of the ques-
tion was to show where the great forest tracts of the
world are situated.

One member replying offhand, was inclined to main-
tain that the greatest continuous tract of the forest lies
north of the St. Lawrence river, in the provinces ot Que-
bec and Ontario, extending northward to Hudson’s Bay
and Labrador ; a region measuring about 1,700 miles in
length from east to west, and 1,000 miles in width
north and south,

.A professor from the Smithsonian Institute rejoined
that a much larger continuous area of timber lands was
to be found, reckoning from those in the State of Wash-
ington, northward through British Columbia and Alaska.
But he limited his statement to North America, for ne
added, that, in his opinion, the largest forest in the world

occupied the valley of the Amazon, embracing much
of Northern Brazil, Eastern Peru, Boliva, Ecuador,
Columbia and Guiana ; a region at least 2,100 miles in
length by 1,300 in breadth.

Exceptions were immediately taken to this statement
by several members who, in the light of recent explora-
tions, have computed the forest of Central Africa in the
valley of the Congo, including the headwaters of the Nile
to the northeast and those of Zambesi on the south.
According to their estimates Central America contains a
forest region not less than 3,000 miles in length from
north to south. and of vast, although not fully known,
width from east to west. Discussion, in which the
evidence afforded by travels and surveys was freely cited,
seemed favorable to the defender of the Amazonian for-
ests.

Later in the day the entire question was placed in
another light by a member who was so fortunate as to
be able to speak from some knowledge of still another
great forest region of the globe. This gentleman gave
a vivid picture of the vast, solemn taigas and urmans,
the pine, larch and cedar forests of Siberia.

It appears that Siberia, from the plain of the Obi "vc;
on the west to the valley of the Indighirka on the ea;c
embracing the great plains, or river valleys, of *
Yenisei, Olenek, Lena and Yana rivers, is one 8" b

timber belt, averaging more than 1,000 miles in bréa
from north to south—being full 1,700 miles wide mwc
Yenisei district—and baving a length from east 10 like
of not less than 4,600 versts, about 3,000 miles. UP
equatorial forests, the trees of the Siberian ta'gasﬁes,
mainly conifers, comprising pines of several van¢!
firs and larches. In the VYenisei, Lena and Olen€
gions there are thousands of square miles Whereom.
human being has ever been. The long stemmed % 0
fers rise to a height of 150 feet or more and Sﬁ“’lt
closely together that walking among them is.dlﬂicuh;ner
The dense, lofty tops exclude the pale Arctic suns ke,
and the straight pale trunks, all looking exactly aenﬁe
so bewilder the eye in the obscarity that all S "
of direction is lost. Even the most experienced "a-?lgout
of sable dare not ventuie into the dense taigas W' tly
taking the precaution of “blazing” the trees consta%
with hatchets as they walk forward. If lost th-eriably
hunter rarely finds his way out, but perishes mlsei 5+
from starvation and cold. The natives avoid the 13
and have a name for them which signifies *“ places ¥

the mind is lost.”
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