
"LITTLE ENGLAY

reSome people appear to think that the political opinions whieh
aeknown as"iteEnglandioni" are conflned to certain

inhabitants of the British laies. This is a rnistake. The saine
kind of idea exista in Canada.

The root of "'Little Englandiani" is the incapaeity of those
who hold that forni of political opinion to look beyond the.
borders of their own land. "'Little Englanders" think that if
England were te eut the connettion' between herseif and the
"oversea dominions" of the Crown and confine herseif to, the

British Ilies she could do so without loas of prestige. At present
she is taking an active part flot only mn the government of the
British Ilies but also in the government of a considerable part
of the globe besicles. To concentrate ail the attention of her

q statesmen and people on the affaira of the British Ilies would,
it is thought, by such people, be more conducive to the real
interests of the inhabitants of those Iles, than to, be acting the
part of a ptikceman and upholding law and order in other
countries, to ay nothing of the c'iuse of fraedom. But it is
the effective discharge of the policeman%' duty whieh enables
us to dweli in safety, and carry on our business unmoiested. This
spirit of " Little Englandiani" is by no ineaxis uncommon. It
is found in many religious congregations, som2e of whom think
that their energies firat and last ought to be conflned. to their
own congregational intereste. It ia found in the. village, and
in the town, and iu the city, and it ail arises £rom en inabulity
to look beyond the narrow confines and interesta of one 's own
immediate surroundinga.

It irvades our provincial politica, and our Dominion polities.
To the "Little Engiander" the Province, or the Dominion, as
the case may be, is the limit of his political. hrorizon. If he is a
strong provincial, the province ought in hia eyes to, b. abso-
lutely seif-contained. An effusive townsmsn of a oertain
western town la said once to have proudly boasted that "the. day
wiIl corne when the town of - wiil taire its place amng
the other great nations of the earth." So with the province, in


