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It is remarkable that Ulster should be preparing to establisii a legislaturi
,witii powers of self-government wiiicii its people have neyer demandeéd. Thi

Home Rule Act 'which has been finally adopted by the Imperial. Parliamen-
provides for parliaxuents in Nortiieru and Southeru Irelaud. In the. Nortl
the. House of Commons will have fifty-two members 'whîle in the Souti
tiiere will b. a liouse of Connuons of 128 members. But, iiereafter, Irelan(
wiil senca only forty-six members to the. Parliament of the United Kingdom
The. Act also establishes a Couneil which will have, if it is ever constituted
twenty meinbers froxu each Parliamentary area witii a President appointe(
by the. Sovereign. Eaeii Parliameut must also create a Senate and send tV
the Couneil seven members froxu the Senate and thirteen froxu the. Commow
Of supremè signifleance is the provision that the two Parliaments may b:
con>mon action establisb a single Parliament for Irelaild or delegate powers t
the, Council of Ireland.

The. Irishi Parliaxuents may not make war in respect of the Crowu; peae
or wa.r; the. navy, the army or the air force; treatiesi or fo)reigu relations
diguities or tities; treason, alienage or naturalization; trade outside Ireland

sbaie cables 'wiresless telegraphy or aërial navigation; coinage or lege
tender; the. Lord Lieutenaney continue,, and Irish utinisters must bc Priv
Couneillors and members of one or otiier of the Irishi Parliameuts. Fo
tiiree years thxe police forces wiil remain under Imperial control. The Poste
Service, stamp designs aud the. Publie Record office will pass under Irishi cor
trol wheu Irishi Parliamentary union is completed, or they can b. t&keu ove
by identical Acta of the two Irishi Legislatures. These Parliameuta canc
levy a capital tax, nor will tiiey have autiiority over customs, excise, exceQ
profits taxe,; or corporation, or income taxes, but they will have full power ovE
local taxation. lb is provided that Ireland shail coutribute £18,000,00
annually towards Imperial expenditures and liabilities o! which forty-fou
per cent. shall b. provided by Nortiierun aud flfty-six per cent. by Soutier
Irelanid, and that to Ireland the produet of Irishi laud purehase annuiti(
shail b. credited. The. Aet aiso provides Hîih Cour!ts of Justice for No$t
and Southi witii an Irishi Higii Court of Appeal. As aignifleant as the pri
ývision for the creation o! a commou Parliameut by mutual action o! Wort
and South ia that wiiich stipulates that ïf eitiier Irishi Legislature la n(
constitutcd witiiin tiiree and a haif years the. Act becomes inapplicable 1
the continacious district and in the. meantimê the section wiih fails 1
accept tiie measure will b. administered as a Crowu Colony,

No doubt the Act fails short of "Dominion Home Rule", but it gives
great measure of local self-government and affords the Irishi people oppo
tuty to recoucile their differeuces and prove -whether or not tiiey are equal I

common political action iu the. geueral interest of the. country. At the. moeuei
the. Sinn Fein separatiats wiil have notig to do witii the. Act, will have 1
reconciliation witii Ulster, will have ouly an Irishi Republic witii its seat

Dublin. But even De Valera and hi insenste extrei s musiit sooner

later abandon the. hopeles truggle in whicii tiiey are eugaged. Tien., eanx

be «self-determination for Ireland" until Great Britain is ready to st$Jl

a mortaI blow at Britih prestige the. world over and confess its inebiiity

inaintain the. authority o! its governwxeut aud Parliasuent.
Tii. story of Ireland sine the, war constitutes one of the. most dsrsi

chapters lu ail its tragie iiistory. Tiiere eau b. nxo doubt that the. excse

the Sinn Fein faction have led multitudes ail over the world iu natural syp


