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and cultivated, or in the railway development now in progress. And while it is not 
asserted that people of other callings or conditions of life should not come to Canada, 
or may not find a career open to them in this country, it is desired to have it well 
understood that the government of Canada assumes no responsibility with respect to 
any other immigration than that of the classes mentioned as eligible for bonus pay­
ment. It is not asserted that the farmer or farm labourer is necessraily a more desir­
able citizen than any other, but it is a simple fact that the demand in Canada is for 
people to occupy the as yet vacant lands of the country, to aid in the cultivation of 
those already occupied, and also to assist in providing additional transportation facili­
ties. This it is which justifies the government in assuming the expense of immigra­
tion effort. To go beyond the attempt to meet these requirements would be to use the 
money of certain classes of Canadian taxpayers for the purpose of securing competi­
tors against them in their several callings, for which they would naturally hold the 
government to account.

‘For these reasons booking agents will be good enough to understand that the 
present large bonus is only offered to secure the fullest compliance with its conditions 
and they must expect the officials of the Immigration Branch to look strictly into 
every bonus claim made, not as showing any lack of faith in the booking agents, or as 
discriminating against any class of people, but simply as a matter of business to 
make sure that money is not being paid except on the due fulfilment of conditions 
that have the sanction of all classes of the Canadian people, who, in fact, are paying 
the money.

‘ In the circular of March 20 last, announcing the payment of £1 bonus, it was 
required that the person eligible by reason of his calling should be then employed at 
that calling and had been so employed for at least one year. This condition is altered 
in the new circular forwarded herewith so that the requirement is now that the person 
shall have been in such employment for at least one year, without special regard as 
to when that was, and the list of questions to be answered by the emigrant when 
applying for ticket has been altered accordingly.

‘In the circular of March 20, bonus was restricted to persons of certain classes 
therein mentioned, who signified their intention of following farming in Canada. 
This provision has been amended by adding ‘ or railway construction work ’ so that 
whether the immediate intention is that of following farming or securing employ­
ment in railway construction work the person is eligible for bonus.

‘These changes enlarge the number of people upon whom bonus may properly 
be paid, but as they enlarge the number and to that degree are to the advantage of the 
booking agent, so the officials of the department may be expected to hold more closely 
to the express terms of the circular issued and to the intent which its terms express.

‘It is important that the provisions of the Canadian Immigration Act of last ses­
sion, prohibiting the landing in Canada of certain classes of people, should be care­
fully studied, (copy herewith) so that the booking agent will understand thoroughly 
that for his own credit and the advantage of his business he will not book people of 
these classes. They are liable to be returned to the place from whence they came at 
the expense of the steamship company. This liability exists for two years after their 
landing in Canada. It will be noticed that the following classes of people are prohi­
bited from landing and are subject to deportation within two years :—Feeble minded, 
idiotic, insane, or who have been insane within five years, afflicted with any loathsome, 
contagious or infectious disease; anyone who is a pauper, who is destitute, who is a 
professional begger or vagrant, or who is likely to become a public charge, any prosti­
tute or person who lives by the proceeds of prostitution, or any convicted criminal. 
Persons who are deaf and dumb, blind or infirm may be admitted if accompanied by 
members of the family who will be responsible for their support and safekeeping. 
Unless so accompanied, they are subject to deportation.


